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PBBPAOB. 



Gbbule veader, yoa faft^e befase ym » ooDeciimiof Slwtdiei^ 
gsHieved^from the early hSetory of New HantpuhiTeiiBd Vgnaopti 
oar, peHntpe we ought to say, a mMi^ £» tbe iial p«iiod oi the 
enwtenpe of these two atatea la a dMi> and wpm» vam, jBram 
whidi the diluent student may eahume any nwnher of iacidmtsy 
whidi it would be well worth whiie» both aa a ttaHof oC eudoci^ 
and of fafonnatian, to plane befisre the leadnig puhSo. 

Jn this selection you will find ineidenti both gmy and gagr» 
bedi pathetic and amuflPBig; some of Ihen ef «9oridflnMi hiet«R» 
eal nnpoHanee^ and otiwca which aon» pemnn nuf^t tfainh afanesi 
Iriflbg. Bat it la intended that the kXknn$g pages shall iltasftiala 
aa fiiBjr aa possible tibe dnasuter of the lanea in whidb cnranifn 
ton Kved. Their life, aa is oun, wu made 19 of taOm mA 
wdi^itisv things combined, and the best ShMtmtien ia thnt in 
which minor matters have thdr due propcnrtian* We hept tiKiy 
will not be found too numerous in this attempt 

The Editor takes no credit to himself for his portion of the 
woifc. His woik has been, for the moat part, merely to select and 
anange, adding here and there a note or a pre&tory remark to 
dear up the meaning of the text, or togiye additranal information. 
Such artidea as haTe been taken from connected histories have of 
course been altered to make them dear and intelligible idien 
standing by themsehes. Mattera not connected with the mam 
pdnt of the story have been pruned out, and m some cases eluci- 
dating sentenoea haye been put in ; occaaionally too, an inelegant 
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4 PREFACE. 

ezpreMum has been amended. The biographical and a few other 
artidea bftTe been prepared ezpreaaly ibr this work. Some tng' 
menta have been found in kxddng oTer old files of newspapers ; 
but most of them have been culled from books now out of print, 
and inaooesttble to the nujority of readers. Where the oiigin of 
an article has been certainly known, it has been duly credited. 
Hie Editor takes pleasure in acknowledging his indebtedness to 
the following excellent woiks : IVillianis's History of Yennont, 
Belknap's History of New Hampshire, Drake's Indian Oaptiirities, 
Farmer and Moore's Historical Collections of New Hampshire, 
De Buy's Ethan Alien and the Green Mountain Heroes of '70, and 
Powers's interasting little History of the Coos Country. Fbr the 
excellent fragmoit of history entitled ** Eilbum's D^fenoei" he is 
mdebted to tiie fidthful pen of Br. £. Morse, of Walpole, N. H. 
Above all, he would offer his sincerest thanks to those kind 
friends, without whose generous assistance he could, in his present 
drcumsfeanoes, by no means have performed the labor of preparing 
liie present ircak. He indulges the hope that their joint labora 
will be kindly recetved, and that this humble book may, in the 
houses of both the lofty and the lowly of New England, be a source 
of hurting pleasure. To tiie aged may it brmgup pleasant pictures 
of fonner days; to the rising genemtion may it serve as an instruo- 
live history of times past, and as an agreeable substitute for the 
useless works of fietion which are scattered in sudi proftisioB 
throughout the land. ' 
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INTRODUOTCOBY CHAPTBBL 

No M^ry is m<)re fnftereisting to a nailxoti tiian 
iHa idirtitiye of its own orig^iii and progress* No 
eVenf&i site more attractive to young and old ffaas 
tb^ Incidents of Varied ^Searing and i»rosperity, of 
rotoance tod of sturdy fact, wMch elnst^ around 
thd beginning 6f tliett cduntry'ar existence. The 
polished i^riters 6f Gi^eeoe and Borne knew this/ 
mikd bebaiks6 Homer and Tti'gil saiig of these tMngs, 
AiSt vivid and grac6fiil Versed were in the months 
of the lowest as lirell as the highest of thefir cotm- 
trymen. Grreeks anid Bomans slike Were fain tor 
magnify into gods and heroes the' founders Of tiieif 
rei^^tiv^ efrnpires-. The exploits of Jasotr, Hei^- 
cules, and Btoittlus were magnified by traidition into' 
supei^humaii actions ; and their heroic achieven^entd 
#^e related in hovel and palace with eqtal pride 
and admiration. In this respect, the feelings that 
actuated ancient nations prevail in the same degree 
aaiot^ modern ones* And perha^is there is no 

<7) 
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8 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

nation on the face of the earth that has so much 
patriotic pride* in their ancestry as our own. A 
son of that state whose green and beautiful moun- 
tains have given it a name, feels his bosom glow as 
warmly when the name of Ethan Allen is mentioned^ 
as did the Greek when speaking of his Hercules, or 
the Roman when relating the deeds of Bomulus. 
There is no nation indeed which has more reason 
to be proud of i^ founders than our own, and 
there are no states, within the broad boundaries of 
our country, whose early history is frai^ht with 
incidents so interesting, or so full of exciting ad- 
venture, as is that of New Hampshire and Vermont. 
The first settlers of these states were men of strong 
arms and brave hearts, who came with wives as 
energetic and fearless as themselves, to hew them 
out a home from among the dense and tangled for- 
ests which then covered the laud. They were men 
fitted either for action or endurance. They were 
accustomed to the hardships of a frontier life. 
They understood the ways of the savage tribes 
which surrounded them, and were most of them 
more than a match for their wily foe in all the arts 
and stratagems of Indian warfare. True, they were 
sometimes overpowered by numbers, or lured by the 
savages into traps set for their destruction ; but still 
it seems almost a wonder that they were able to 
e^ist, or to stand at all against a numerous and 
cunning enemy. Their settlements were scattered ; 
so much so, that frequently one family was located 
several miles distant from any other. Such a 
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INTBOBUCTOBY GfiAPTBR^ 9 

position was of cottrse exposed at all times to open 
and seccet attacks from a savage foe, and called 
for the most extreme caution on the part of the 
adventorous settlers. Each cabin was a oasfle, that 
must be defended by the inhabitants to the death. 
The story of " Kilburn's Defence " will be foimd to 
illnstnirte what has been said on this point. 

There seems to be a peculiar propriety in con- 
necting the early histories of New Hampshire and 
Vermont. True, New Hampshire was settled by 
the whites one hundred years before any perman^it 
location^had been made by civilized persons within 
the borders of Vermont ; still, the same tribes of 
Indians roamed and hunted over the whole territory. 
The French and Indians of Canada, when they 
dashed down upon the in&nt settlements of New 
Hampshire, took their course over the verdant 
mountains of Vermont and along the meadows of 
the Connecticut Valley ; and when they returned, 
they dragged their unwilling and woe-worn captives 
through the same forests and across the same green 
hills. They were connected too, in the eye of the 
law, by grants from the crown of England ; which 
made the western boundary of New Hampshire 
extend to within twenty miles of the Hudson Eiver, 
The State of New York did indeed set up an op- 
posing claim to the land west of the Connecticut 
Biver ; but the claims of New Hampshire had been 
first acknowledged by many of the actual settlers, 
and though New York tried to enforce her authority 
she could not succeed. For some time previous to 
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10 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

the revolutionary war qtiite a fierce strife was car* 
ried on between the inhabitants of the New Hamp- 
shire grants and the New York officials, in which 
the former were assisted and abetted by the author- 
ities of the state from which they bad derived iheir 
lands. No apology need therefore be made for 
uniting in one volume incidents from the early his- 
tory of these sister states. They were connected 
in actual fact, and it is well they should be so in 
whatever resembles an historical account. 

A brief sketch of the settlement of New Hamp- 
shire and Vermont may be useful as a chain to con- 
nect together the following detached narratives. 
As early as the year 1623 the English had begun 
settlements on the Piscataqua River. One t)avid 
Thompson, with others, erected salt works and es- 
tablished a fishery at Portsmouth. Edward and 
William Hilton went eight miles farther up the 
river, to Dover. Thompson did not remain long in 
his location, but it does not appear that the estab- 
lishment he had made was entirely deserted. The 
Hiltons of Dover played quite a prominent part in 
the early history of this state, and some of their 
descendants have been quite famous for their brave- 
ry, prowess^ and skill in Indian warfare. It is of 
one of these that an incident is related in the tolr 
lowing pages. The early settlers in New Hamp- 
shire never pretended that they sought a home in 
the wilderness for the sake of religious liberty. 
They declared openly that they came to the Piscat- 
aqua Biyer to fish and to trade^ and they hoped to 
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MTTBODUCTOBY CRJkPTESL. 11 

secure an abundant compensation for thdr labor. 
It was deedted probable that stores of precious 
metals would be found in the mountainous regions 
of New.Hampshire ; and stories of beautifol lakes 
and rivers abounding in fish were circulated, and 
received considerable credence. Having their at- 
tention turned at first to such objects, they n^lect- 
ed agriculture ; and the growth of the settiements 
was consequently slow for a number of years. A 
number of townships were afterwards granted by 
Massachusetts, within the borders of New Hamp- 
shire, but were afterwards given up to the latter 
state. Among these were Hopkinton, Charlestown, 
Hinsdale, Ac. Epsom, N. H., was chartered in 
1727, and settled from the neighborhood of Dover. 
Hence Mrs. Isabella M'Coy was carried captive in 
1747. HoUis was settied in 1731 by Captain Peter 
Powers* The intwesting story of ^^ the Boar and 
the Bear '' is related of him. 

In Vermont, the first settlement was made by the 
whites in VIM. The government of Massachusetts 
in that year erected Fori Dummer, near what is 
now Brattleborp'. Soon after, StartwelFs and 
Bridgeman's forts were built a littie below, in the 
present town of Vernon, Vt. It was at the latter 
that the tragical event occurred which is described 
in the narrative of the captivity of Mrs. Howe. 
These forts were formerly included in the township 
of Hinsdale, New Hampshire, but were given up to 
Vermont when the two states separated. After the 
establishment of Fort Dummer, the settiement of 
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12 . I]fTB(M>UCTOBY CHAVTBB. 

the Oottoectieat valley went on rapidlj. The first 
settlement by the Eogiisk on the weA side of the 
Green Mowiteins was made at Bennington in 1761, 
•Ithongh a charter had been granted for &m town 
in 17^ by Benniag Wentworth, goremor of New 
Hasq^re. The Froieh had located tbemsdves on 
the banks of Lake ChampUdn, opposite to Grown 
Point, but OTacnated both places when General 
Amherst captured Ticonderoga hi 1769^ The 
Abenftqm or St Frands tribe of Indians were the 
greatest and most powerful enemies the English had 
amoi^ the denizens of the forest. These were scat- 
tered all along the northern part of New Hamp- 
shire and Vermont, and throt^ont Maine. This 
was the tribe that etqaoused most strongly the cause 
of the French in their wars against the colonists. 
From fisst to last, they were the eanse of a vast 
deal of bloodshed and misery to onr ancestofs. A 
portion of the tribe is still existing in Canada ; 
but while the descendants of the English have con- 
stantly gone forward in wealth and prosperity, and 
in all the arts of civilization and refinement, these 
down-trodden sons of the wilderness have sank 
lower and lower, nntil they are hardly the shadows 
even of what they once were. While we drop the 
tear of pity over the soffarings of onr &thers, let 
ns not fail generously to commiserate the wretched 
condition of those who caused these sufferings. 
PareeUvkUs. 
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THE BED MAN'S STRATAGEM. 

AN INdDEMT IK IHE EABLT HI8I0BT OP OOCHEOO. 

leee. 

The early settllers of CSodieoo were exposed at 
all times to the relentleas hostility of tha Indians. 
No precautions could circamTent their stratagems. 
They came at all times and in all seasons^ with the 
tomahawk in one hand and the torch in the other, 
to massacre imd destroy. The traveller was cut 
down on his journey, the husban^an was butchered 
in his field, the women and children were assaulted 
at the fireside, and ' consigned* to an ignominious 
death, or a captivity worse than death. 

In the summer of 1666, a band of savages n^ade a 
descent upon the infant settlement. Their approach 
having, qxx this occasion, been observed, time was 
afford^ for such of the inhabitonts as could oot do 
good service at bush fighting, to retreat to ibe blodc- 
housea or garrisons. The women and children w^e 
hurriedly gathered within the palisades of their 
drfences, while the rifle of the husband and father 
f^r a moment checked the advances of the enemy. 
There were at this time 49ome half a dozen of these 
Uock-houses at Gocheco, all of which, with one 
2 (i«> 
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14 THE BBD man's 8TBATA6EM. 

exception, were successftilly defended against this 
assault of the savages. The maiiner in which this 
one was captur^ shows a( once the wily character 
of the enemy against which onr fathers had to guard 
their possessions and their lives, and the persever- 
ance with which that enemy labored to effect their 
machinations. 

The Indians, having been repulsed in their first 
onset upon the settlement, retired, carrying with 
them the bodies of several of their warriors, who 
had been shot down in the fight. Two or three of 
the white inmx had also been killed. Their bodies 
were also dragged off, and, having been scalped and 
otherwise horribly mutilated^ were left as a prey to 
the beasts of the field ; while the remains of the 
Indian braves who had fallen were interred with all 
the forms and ceremonies of their race. The in- 
habitants of Cocheco were Congratulating them- 
selves upon their stccessful escape from the enemy. 
Some of their little band, it was true, had fallen — 
some, too, whom they could but illy spare* Their 
voices hereafter woiild be missed in the council, and 
their arms in the fight. But such thinga were of 
common occurrence, and the cares of a precarious 
existence left little time for mourning to the living. 

The Indians, though repulsed, had not abandoned 
their designs upon Cocheco. They retired only to 
devise new, and, as they hoped, more successful 
stratagems for surprising the white man. For sev- 
eral days the watchfulness of the inhabitants cir- 
cumvented all their machinations, during which they 
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THE BED man's STRATAGEM. 16 

did not deem it prudent to show their copper-cot 
ored visages within the range or reach of a rifle shot 
from the block-houses. 

On the fourth day after the first attack they dis- 
covered that one of the block-houaes, which was 
built on the margin of the river, could be entered 
on the water side, provided any means could be do* 
vised to reaob it unobserved. To proceed to it 
openly in their canoes, and make the attempt, either 
by day or night, was out of the question, as tihie 
inhabitants kept a strict lookout, and would have 
bored a bullet hole through the head of the first 
Indian that came within their reach. In this block- 
house were four men, with their families, in all about 
twenty. The Indians, having discovered an open- 
ing to the garrison, were not long in devising a 
way to enter it. 

About half a mile above the settlement was a 
mowing field, the grass of which* had been cut and 
made into cocks by some of the Cocheco men, the 
day before the descent of the Indians upon them. 
It was ready for the barn, and as soon as the Indiuis 
should retire, it was the intention of the owners to 
cart it in. Early in the morning of the fourth day, 
however, they discovered that the enemy, having 
exhausted every other means of annoying them, 
were about to commence an assault with and under 
cover of the hay. Having procured a cart belong- 
ing to the settlement, which they had found within 
their reach, they placed a large quantity of the 
hay upon it, and having dragged it within a short 
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16 THB BSD XAK'S STBATAOEU. 

distance of the garrison, set it on fire, and, under 
GOTer of the baming mass, attempted to back it up 
to and bum with it the garrison. 

Previous to this, however, they had, as it seemed, 
in mere wantonness, set some fifteen or twenty cocks 
of the hay adrift in the river, which were floating 
slowly down towards the garrison. The besieged 
had observed this movement, but, suspecting noth- 
ing, directed their attention exclusively to the dan- 
ger which was pressing upon them on the other side 
of the garrison. The cart, with its contents in a 
mass of flames, was coming down upon them. The 
men of the garrison stationed themselves at the loop- 
holes, with their guns, to pick off as many of the 
enemy, as they approached, as they could reach ; 
while the women and children brought up water 
from the river, which they obtained through the 
door which the Indians had previously discovered, 
to extinguish the flames. 

The burning hay had reached the garrison, and 
was sending its lurid flames far above the walls ; 
yet, as the house was built of unhewn logs, massive 
and strong, the fire made but little impression upon 
it. More than one Indian who had assisted in push- 
ing down the cart had paid for his temerity with 
his life ; the muskets of the besieged kept them at 
bay, or cut them down, as they exposed themselves ; 
and the fire from the hay would have been extin- 
guished, and the garrison successfully defended, had 
it not been carried in another quarter. 

While the inmates of the garrison were thus de- 
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fending themselveB from the attack on the land side, 
the hay in the river had floated down opposite the 
garrison, having gradually drawn towards the shore 
as it approached ; and as the besieged, having driven 
the Indians from the cover of the burning hay, were 
employed in extinguishing it, a dozen savages sprang 
upon them, as it wera, from the bosom of the river, 
entering the garrison from the water side. Each 
hay cock had concealed the head of an Indian, as 
he swam down the river beneath it ! 

The inmates of the garrison who escaped the 
tomahawk, with the exception of some half a dozen 
who succeeded in reaching one of the neighboring 
houses, were carried off as captives into Canada. 
Some of the more feeble died on the journey, and 
were. left by the wayside; others lived to return, 
after years of hardship and suffering, to their 
friends. 

2* 
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DEATH OF MAJOR WALDRON, 

DOTER, N. B., JUNE 27, 1^89. 

In Augnst, 167^, King Philip was slain. Some' 
oi^ bis followers took refuge among the Penacooks, 
others with the eastern Indians — the Ossipees and 
Pequawketts. Hostilities were renewed through the 
influence of these refugees, and at length two com- 
panies of soldiers were sent from Boston to Dover, 
Here they found a large number of Indians at the 
house of Mbjot Waldron, whom they regarded as 
their friend and father. The Boston companies had 
orders to seize all Indians who had been engaged 
in King Philip's war, and, recognizing such among 
the number, would have fallen upon them at once 
had they not been dissuaded by Major Waldron, 
who proposed to have a training and sham fight the 
next day, in ordar to take tiiem by stratagem. This 
having been done, they were all seized and disarmed. 
A separation was then made ; the Penacooks and 
those who had made peace the autumn before were 
set at liberty ; while the refugees — the strange Inr 
dians^ as they were called — were retained as pris- 
oners to the number of two hundred. Seven or 
eight, who were convicted of having killed Eng- 

(18) 
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0BATB OF KAjrOR WALDBOK. It 

IMnieii^ trere ex^Kmted^ The rMt were seM kM 
i^Yery in fore%n partei 

Thirteea yeiitrs passed sipee the smzixre of the Ib» 
ditod at Dovei* ; but they fftiH remembered ity «&d 
legged tot vengeance. Some of those who had 
been 86Id into slarery had retnraed to excite fbm 
brethren^ asd they soon broke out in hostilities^ 

On the evening of the 27 j^ o£ Jane, 1689, tw9 
ainffws appKed at c^Msh of the garrisoned hotisee is 
Dover fof lodging* The peo^, feiuring no Awo^jtr^ 
readily admitted them. Mesandowit, one of the 
chiefs, was entertained at Major Waldron's. " Broth- 
er Waldran/' said he, with his nsual familiarity, while 
they were at supper, " what wovld you do if the strange, 
Indians shotdd come?^^ '^Ican assemUe a hundred 
«i6n," was the reply, " by lifting up my finger.'^ With 
this fiital confidence they retired to rest. When all 
was quiet, those within opened the gates and gave 
the signal. The savages rushed in and began their 
bloody work. Waldron, though eighty years of 
age, seized his sword and drove the*assailants back 
through two doors, but when returning for his other 
arms, was stunned with a hatchet, and fell. They 
then dragged him into his hall, seated him in an 
elbow chair upon a long table, and insultingly asked, 
"Who shall judge Indian now?" After feasting 
upon provisions which they compelled the rest of 
the family to procure, each one with a knife cut 
gashes in Waldron's breast, saying, " J cross out my 
account ! " They then cut off his nose and ears, and 
forced them into his mouth ; and when, weakened 
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from the loss of blood, he was about to &1I from 
the table, his own sword was held under him, which 
put an end to his tortares. At other houses, similar 
acts of cruelty wore perpetrated, and in the whole, 
twenty-three persons were killed, and twenty-nine 
carried prisoners to Canada, who were shortly sold 
to the French. Many bouses were burned, and 
much property was n^nndered ; but so expeditious 
were the Indians, that they had fled beyond reach 
before the neighboring people could be collected. 
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THE CAPrrVITY AND SUFFERINGS OF 
MISS SARAH GERISH, 



WHO WAS TAKEN AT THE aACKINQ OF SOVEB, IN 1689, BT THB 
INDIANS^ AS. COMttUNICATED TO THE BEV. DR. OOHON XAXHEB 
BY THE lUEY. JOHN FIKE, M1NJ8XEE OP DOTEIU 

Sabah Gebish, daughter of Captain John Garish, 
of Qnocbecho, or Cocheco, was a very beautifal and 
ingenions damsel, about seven years of age, and hap- 
pened to be lodging at the garrison of Major Wal- 
dron, her affectionate grandfather, when the Indians 
brought that horrible destruction upon it, on the 
night of the 27th of June, 1689. She was always 
very fearful of the Indiana ; but fear, may we think^ 
now surprised her when they fiercely bade her go 
into a certain chamber and call the people out. She 
obeyed ; but finding only a little child in bed in the 
room, she got into the bed with it, and hid herself 
in the clothes aa well as she could. 

The fell savages quickly pulled her out, and made 
ber dress for a march, but led her awi^ with no 
more than one stocking upon her, on a terrible 
march through the thick woods, and a thousand 
other miseries, till they came to the Norway Planes-* 
From thence they made her go to the end of Winni- 

• The " Norway Planet " are in the present town of Rochester, N. H. 

(21) 
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22 THE GAPnyrrT and buffbbings 

piseogee Lake ; thenoe eastward, throngh horrid 
swamps, where sometimes they were obliged to 
scramble over huge tAes fEtllen by storm or age, for 
a vast way together, and sometimes they must climb' 
up long, e^eep, tivesome, and almost inaeoeaoble 
mountains* 

Her first master was an Indian named Sebun- 
dowitk a, Mi sort of fSdlaw, and not such a dOTil as 
many of Aem were ; but he sold h^ to a fellow 
who was a m(Mre harsh and mad sort of a dragon. 
He carried her away to Canada. 

A long and sad journey now ensued, through the 
midst of a hideous desert, in the depth of a dread- 
ibl winter. And who can enumerate the frights she 
endured before the end of her journey I Once her 
master commanded her to loosen some of her upper 
garments, and stand against a tree while he charged 
his gun J whereat the poor child shrieked out, ''He 
is going to kill me!'^ God knows what he was 
going to do ; but the villain having charged hisgun^ 
he called her from the tree, and forbore doing her 
any damage. Upon another time, her master or- 
dered her to run along the shore with some Indian 
girls, while he paddled up the river in bis canoe. 
As the girls were passing a precipice, a tawny 
w^oh violently pushed her headlong into the river ; 
but so it fell out that in this very*place of her fall 
the bushes from the shore hung over the water, so 
that she was enabled to get hold of them, and thusi 
saved herself. The Indians asked her how she be- 
came SQ vet, but she did wi dare to tell them, from 
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OF inSQ 8A9^ GBWH. 9S 

^ of ^9 r^iitoae^t of b^ pta^ htA et omrl; 
4jB{H4y^4 i^JS of UfQ iPflrci^dy. And hor^ it rmf bfll 
r#jD}ar)^ed ^^t it; i^ almost tAiveraally truQ tbftt 

^ ^ d.¥^p4 kf €{iptiv^ m ^fm of uMitiirer y^ara, 
^4 In iKiain^ leaiegf pipcb pa^nr^ ao 5 for, nalika c»lfr 
rated pff^p}ii, tfe^y bay? w ri)9tiymt npoa tbab awa- 
cMeYQii^ m4 8^T$kgf pp€^ipti#s, irhicli t)^ i&dnli^ 
i^ cxr{iig}ti!99 «r^^plMS(8ing tmy cfj^aioples hare related* 
Tb^j oflw vto with eacb otliav ii;^ attampting esfiMr 
sive act^ of toiitMre. 

Qn<^, 1i:^Dg 9pfiiHi with traTelling all (toy, and 
lyi^g dpwA wfit i^d a^jtbaaatad at i»ight, aha fall inia 
fo piipfttimd a slaap that ia tt^ morning abB wuJuA 
aat. Ser barba^ana aaptaia daaaaiiiad fram tfaa 
plaoQ af their night's r^sC laaTiivg thia Uttta eapttva . 
girl aalaap, aj»d aosufaiad with arwaw that in the nig|l 
had &Uaa ; hut at length awaking^ vhat agatiiiaB 
may you haagiaa eba waa in on finding harsalf left 
a pray for hceara and wolves, and wit^at any auatax 
tj^aace^ in a howling wildamafla, laany aeasaa of 
'leagnes from any plantation! In this dismal iitoib 
tion* howeYer, aha had fortitnda safliment t0 attaaftpt 
to follow them. And he]» agaiot the aaaw i|%iah 
had been her oovering upon the eold ground^ ta haa 
{p?eat discomfort, was now her only hiqie, for s^ba 
Qould just disoern by it the trace of the indiaaa. 
How long it was before ahe oyer took then ianat 
toM us, hut she joined them and ooatiBued her cap^ 
tiYity* 

Now the young Indians began to terrify h» h^ 
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constantly reminding her tliat she was shortly to be 
roasted to death. One evening mnchfoel was prepared 
between two logs, wlich they told her was for her 
tortnre. A mighty fire being made, her master called 
her to him, and told* her tiiat she shonld presently be 
burnt aliye. At first she stood amazed ; then burst 
into tears ; and then she hung about her tigmr of a 
master, begging of him» with an inexpressible an- 
guish, to saye hw from the fire. Thereupon the 
monster so feir relented as to tell her *' that if she 
would be a good girl she should not be burnt." 

At last they arriyed at Canada, and she was car- 
ried to the Lord Intendant's house, where many per- 
sons of quality took much notice of her. It was a 
week after tbds that she remained in the Indians' 
hands before the price of her ransom could be agreed 
upon. But then the Lady Intendant sent her to the 
nunnery, where she was comfortably provided for ; 
and it was the design, as was said, for to have 
brought her up in the Bomish religion, and then 
to have married her unto the son of the Lord In- 
tendant 

She was kindly used there, until Sir William 
Phipps, lying before Quebec, did, upon exchange of 
prison^s, obtain her liberty. After sixteen months' 
captivity, she was restored unto her friends, who 
had the consolatioa of having this their desirable 
daughter again with them, returned as it were from 
the dead. But this dear child was not to cheer her 
parents' path for a long period ; for, on arriving at 
her sixteenth year, July, 1697, death carried her off 
by a malignant fever, 
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THREE NARRATIVES 

OF ESLGESSrVE DISTBESS OF PERSONS TAKEN AT THE DESIBTJO- 
TION OF SALMON FALLS, IN THE STATE OF NEW HAKPSHIBE^ 
ON THE 27th of MABCH, 1690 ; TIZ^ THE CBUEL TOKTUBE OF 
HOBERT BOGERS, THE FIVE YEARS* CAPTTVITY OF MEHETABLE 



[From the Magnolia Christi Americana of Dr. Cotton Mather.] 

Whek the news of the destruction of Schenectady 
reached New England, it spread great alarm over 
tiie whole country. The wise men gave particular 
caution to all the frontier posts, urging them to 
keep strict watch, and to make strong their fortifi- 
bations ; but the people in the east did not their 
duty, and Salmon Falls, a fine settlement upon a 
branch of Pascataqua River, fell into the hands of 
an infuriated and cruel enemy. 

But, as has been observed, notwithstanding these 
warnings, the people dreamed that while the deep 
snow of the winter continued, they were safe enough, 
which proved as vain as a dream of a dry summer. 
Near thirty persons were slain, and more tbfui fifty 
were led into what the reader will by and by call 
the worst captivity in the world. It would be a 
long story to tell what a particular share in this 
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26 THREE NARUATIVES. 

calamity fell to the lot of the family of one Clem- 
ent Short. This honest man, with his piooa wife 
and three children, were killed, and six or seven 
others of their children were made prisoners. The 
most of these arrived safe at Canada, through a 
thousand hardships ; and the most of these were, 
with more than a thousand mercies, afterwards 
redeemed from Canada, and returned unto their 
English friends again. But, as we cannot take 
notice of all the individuals, we will pass to the 
notice of those named at the commencement of this 
narrative. 

Among the prisoners was one Robert Eogercr, 
with whom, as the Indians journeyed, they came to 
a hill, where this man, (being, through his corpu- 
lency, called Robin Pork,) being under such an intol- 
erable and unsupportable burden of Indian luggage, 
was not so able to travel as the rest ; he therefore, 
watching for an opportunity, made his escape. The 
wretches, missing him, immediately went in pursuit 
of him, and it was not long before they found his 
burden cast in the way, and the tracks of his feet 
going out of the way. This they followed, and 
found him hid in a hollow tree. They dragged him 
out, stripped him, beat and pricked him, pushed him 
forward with the points of their swords, until they 
got back to the hill from whence he had escaped. 
It being almost night, they fastened him to a tree, 
with his hands behind him, then made themselves a 
supper, singing and dancing around him, roaring, 
and uttering great and ni^ny signs of joy, but ^ith 
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joy little enoQgh to the poor creature, who fort^ir 
what all this tended to. 

The Indians next cnt a parcel of wood, and brings 
ing it into a plain place, they cut off the top of a 
small red oak tree, leaving the trunk for a stake^ 
whereunto they bound their sacrifice. They :first 
made a great fire near this free of death, and bring* 
ing Rogers nnto it, bid him take his leave of hid 
friends, which he did in a doleful manner, such as 
no pen, though made of a harpy's quill, were able 
to describe the dolor of it^ Th^y theh iallowed him 
a little time to make his prayers unto Heaven, which 
he did with an extreme fervency and agony ; where* 
upon they bound him to the stake, and brought the 
rest of the prisoners, with their arms tied each to 
the other, and seated them round the fire. This 
being done, they went behind the fire, and thrust it 
forwards upon the man, with much laughter and 
shouting ; and when the fire had burnt some time 
upon him, even till he was almost suffocated, they 
pulled it away from him, to prolong his existence* 

They now resumed their dancing around him, and 
at every turn they did with their knives cut coUops 
of his flesh oat of his naked limbs, and throw them 
with his blood into his face. In this manner was 
their work continued, until he expired* 

Being now dead, they set his body down upon the 
glowing coals of firC) and thus left him tied virith his 
back to the stake, where he was found by so^e Eng' 
lish forces soon i^ter, who were in pursuit of these 
IndBans* 
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Mbhetabls Goodwin, another of the captives 
of this band of Indians, who, it will be proper to 
notice, were led by the renowned Indian chief 
Hopehood, had a child with her about five months 
old. This, through hanger and hardship, she being 
unable to nourish from her breast, occasioned it to 
make grievous and distressing ejaculations. Her 
Indian n|aster told her that if the child were not 
quiet, he would soon dispose of it, which caused her 
to use all possible means that his neiapskip* might 
not be offended ; and sometimes she would carry it 
from the fire out of his hearing, when she would sit 
down up to her waist in the snow tor several hours 
together, until it was exhausted and lulled to sleep. 
She thus for several days preserved the life of her 
babe, until he saw cause to travel with his own cubs 
farther afield ; and then, lest he should be retaarded 
in his travel, he violently snatched the babe out oi 
its mother's arms, and before her face knocked out 
its brains ; and having stripped it of its few rags it 
had hitherto enjoyed, ordered the mother to go 
wash them of the blood wherewith they were 
stained I Returning from this sad and melancholy 
task, she found the infant hanging by the neek in 
a forked bough of a tree. She requested liberty 
to lay it in the earth, but the savi^e said, " It is 
better as it is, for now the wild beasts cannot come 
at it ; and you may have the comfort of seeing, it 
agiaiin if ever you come that way." 

• 2^4^ k the Indian word for AMiMi. 
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The jeomey now before them was like to be very 
long — as far as Canada, where Mrs. Qood win's 
tttaster^s purpose was to make merchandise of h^^ 
and glad was she to hear such happy tidings. But 
&e desperate length of the way, and want of food, 
and grief of mind, wherewith she was now encoun- 
tered, caused her within a few days to faint under 
her difficulties ; when, at length, she sat down for 
some repose, with many prayers and tears unto €k>d 
for the salvation of her soul, she found herself un- 
able to rise, until she saw her furious executioner 
coming towards her, with fire in his eyes, the devil 
in his heart, and his hatchet in his hand, ready to 
bestow a mercy stroke of death upon her. Then it 
was that this poor captive woman, in this extreme 
misery, got upon her knees, and, with weeping and 
wailing, and all expressions of agony and entreaty, 
prevailed on him to spare her life a little longer, 
and she did not question but God would enable her 
to walk a little faster. The merciless tyrant was 
prevailed with to spare her this time ; nevertheless^ 
her former weakness quickly returning upon her, he 
was just going to murder ha*, when a couple of In- 
dians, just at this moment coming in, called suddenly 
upon him to hold his hand. At this such a horror 
surprised his guilty soul that he ran away from her ; 
but hearing them call his name, he returned, and 
then permitted these his friends to ransom his pris- 
oner. 

After these events, as the party were seated by the 
side of a river, they heard several guns go off on 
3* 
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the opposite side, which the Indians concluded was 
occasioned by a party of Albany Indians, who were 
their enemies ; whereupon this bold blade (her old 
master) would needs go in a canoe to discover what 
they were. They fired upon and shot him through, 
together with several of his friends, before the dis- 
covery could be made. Some days after this, divers 
of his friends gathered a party to revenge his death 
on their supposed enemies. With these, they soon 
joined battle, and after several hours' hard fighting, 
were themselves put to the rout. Among the cap- 
tives which they left in their flight was this poor 
woman, who was overjoyed, supposing herself now 
at liberty ; but her joy did not last long, for these 
Indians were of the same sort as the others, and had 
been by their own friends thus, through a strange 
mistake, set upon. 

However, this crew proved more favorable to her 
than the former, and went away silently with their 
booty, being loath to have any noise made of their 
foul mistake. And yet a few days after, such another 
mistake happened ; for meeting with another party 
of Indians which they imagined were in the English 
interest, they also furiously engaged each other, and 
many were killed and wounded on both sides ; but 
the conquerors proved to be a party of French In- 
dians this time, who took this poor Mrs. Goodwin, 
and presented her to the French captain of the 
party, by whom she was carried to Canada, where 
she continued five years, after which she was brought 
safdy back to New England. 
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Thomas Toogood's short narrative is iatroduced 
to relieve the reader from the contemplation of 
blood and misery. At the same time the other cap- 
tives were taken, three Indians hotly pursued this 
man, and one of them overtakipg him, while tiie 
rest perceiving it, staid behind the hill, having 
seen him quietly yield himself a prisoner. While 
the Indian was getting out his strings to bind his 
prisoner, he held his gun under his arm, which Too- 
good observing, suddenly sprang and wrested it 
from him ; and momentarily presenting, it at the 
Indian, protested that he would shoot him down if 
he made the least noise. And so away he ran with 
it nnto Quochecho« If my reader be now inclined 
to smile, when he thinks how simply poor Isgrim 
looked,* returning to his mates behind the hilU 
without either gun or prey, or any thing but strings, 
to remind him of his own deserts, I am sure his 
brethren felt not less so, for they derided him with 
ridicule at his misadventure. The Indians are sin- 
gularly excessive in the practice of sporting at the 
misfortunes of one another in any case they are 
outwitted, or have been guilty of committing any 
blunder. 

* The only retaliation the baffled savage was able te make upon 
Toogood was to cry out Nogood, Nogood, as his intended yictim disap- 
peared. 
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LOVEWELL'S FIGHT. 

▲ BALLAD. N. H. HISTOSICAL OOLLBCnONB. 

Afbil 18, 1725. 

** The Btory of LoveweU's Fight," says the North 
American Review, " is one of the nursery tales of 
New Hampshire. There is hardly a person that 
lives in the eastern and northern part of the state 
but has heard incidents of that fearftil encounter 
repeated from infancy. It was on the 18th of April, 
1725, that Captain John Lovewell, of Dunstable, 
Massachusetts, with thirty-four men, fought a famous 
Indian chief, named Paugus, at the head of about 
eighty savages, near the shores of a pond in Pe- 
quawkett.* Lovewell's men were determined te 
conquer or die, although outnumbered by the In- 
dians more than one half. They fought till Love- 
well and Paugus were killed, and all Lovewell's 
men but nine were either killed or wounded dan- 
gerously. The savages having lost, as was supposed, 
sixty of their number out of eighty, and being con- 
vinced of the « fierce and determined resolution of 



* The Indian name Qt a considerable tract of country including Con- 
way, N. H., Fryeburg, Me.» and the adjacent towns. 

(82) 
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their foes, at length retreated and left them mairfiers 
of the ground, "the dcene of this desperate and 
bloody action, which took place in the town which 
is now called Fiyeburg, is often visited with interest 
to this day, and the names of those who fell, and 
those who survived, are yet repeated with emotions 
of grateful exultation." 

What time the noble Lovswbll came, 

With fifty men from Dunstable, 
The cruel Pequa'tt tribe to tame, 

With arms and bloodshed terrible. 

Then did the crimson streams, that flowed, 
Seem like the waters of the brook. 

That brightly shine, that loudly dash 
Far down the cliffs of Agiochook^ 

With Lovewdl brave, John Harwood came ; 

From wife and babes ^twas hard to part ; 
Young Harwood took her by the hand, 

And bound the weeper to his heart. 

** Repress that tear, my Mary dear," 
Said Harwood to his loving wife ; 

*^ It tries me hard to leave thee here, 
And seek in distant woods the strife. 

" When gone, my Mary, think of me, 

And pray to God that I may be 
Such as one ought that lives for thee, 

And come at last in victory*" 
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Tims left young Harwood babe and irife } 
With accent wild, she bade adieu ; 

It grieved those lovers rnnch to part, 
So fond and fair, bo kind and true* 

Beth Wyman * who in Wobum lived, 

(A marksman he of conrage tme,) 
Shot the first Indian whom they saw ; 

Sheer through his heart the bullet Bew, 

The savs^e had been seeking game ; 

Two giins and eke a knife he bore, 
And two black ducks were in his hand ; 

He shrieked, and fell, to rise no more.f 

Anon, there ei^ty Indians rose, 
Who'd hid themselves in ambush dread ; " 

Their knives they shook, their guns they aimed, 
The famous Paugus at their head. 

Gk>od heavens ! they dance the powwolv dtoce ; 

What horrid yelk the forest fill ! 
The grim bear crouches in his den, 

The eagle seeks the distant hill. 

* H« was Loirewell's Heutenanf. ^^e distinguisfadd himsfelf in tuch 
& signal manAte tiiat, after his retom, be wafs j)rc«eafted ivfth a silyer- 
hnted sword and a captain's commission. 

t This Indian was no doubt placed there as a decoy. Suspeetiiig 
this, the men eoneealed their paeks and adTanced with gredt caution. 
Meantime Paugus and Wahwa, with two parties of Indiatfs, followed 
their trail tiU they found the packs. About these th^y placed them- 
selres in ainbnsh, a&d when the Bnglishmen returned, rose and eom- 
menoed the attack. 
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'' Wfaal; mews this da&ee, lys pmrwM^ ^cbnie ? " 
Stern Wymini said ; iw'itk ^r«akdroi» Jkrt 

He crept fall near, his rifle aimed, 
And shot tiie leader thscmeli tiie ktmt^ 

John Lorewell, oaptam «f i&e band. 
His sword he itraTed, 4hat |;Iiitened ifaright, 

For the last time he cheered his men, 
And led them oaward :to the fight. 

'* Fight on, ifight on," bm^ LortiweUtsaid ; 

" Fight on, while Hea^9>ea shall giipeyon breath I " 
An Indian ball then pierced him through, 

And LoYBrirell dosed his i6jres in dealh. 

John ibrwood died all batiied in blood, 
When he had fought till set of daj ! 

And many more we may not name 
Fell in that bloody battle fray. 

When sews did coine to fiarwood^s wifo, 
That he with Lovewell fonght and died, 

Far in the wilds had given his lifQ, 
Nor more would in their iiofiie abide, ^^^ 

Sq^ grief did seize upon her mind, 
Snch sorrow filled her fitithM breaat. 

On earth she ne'er found peace again, 
But followed Harwood to his x^. 

Twas Paqgiis led the Pe^ua'tt tribe,; 
As runs the fox would Pangos ran ; 
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As howla the wild wolf would he howl ; 
A large bear skin had Paugiis on. 

Bat Chamberlain, of Dunstable, 
(One whom a savage ne'er shall slay,) 

Vet Paugns by the water aide, 

And shot him dead upon that day.* 

GkK>d heairens 1 is this a time for prayer ? 

Is this a time to worship God ? 
When Loyewell's men are dying fast. 

And Pangns' tribe hath felt the rod ? 

The chaplain's name was Jonathaa Frye ; 

In Andover his father dwelt, 
And oft with Lovewell's men he'd prayed, 

Before the mortal wopnd he felt. 

* The death of this celebrated Indian happened in this ■uumers 
Paagns and Chamberlain had been fbes, and had met in bloodj fray 
beiore the present battle. Towards the dose of the day the gum of 
each had b<Seonte fonl from constant fifing, and they came at the:Bame 
time to the water's edge for th< purpose of waBhing them« Paugos 
ivms up stream and Chamberlain below. They immediately recognized 
each other. ** Now, Paugtts/' said Chsmbetlain, "it is you or I." 
*' Tes," answered the warrior, *< it is you or I." Both then sprang to 
the water, and commenced cleaning their pieces. Each strained erery 
nerre^ conscious t^t to be last would be death. Almost with the 
tapidity of lightning the gnns were washed out and dried. They be- 
gan loading at the same instant. The muskets were primed, the 
powder rammed home, the bullets thrown into the muzzles, and who 
could tell the issue ! But now appeared the advantage of Chamber- 
lain's position. Paugus, standing above Chamberlain, was obliged to 
fbllow his ball with a wad, to prevent its rolling out. Chamberlain 
dropped the ball down the muzzle of his piece, his eye glanced along 
fte barrel, and with a yell the Indian chief leaped into the air and feU 
hatdloiig into the bra^ . 
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A man was he of comely form, 

Polished and brave, well learnt wad kind ; 
Old Harvard'^ learned halls he left, 

Far in the wilds a grave to find. 

Ah, now his blood-red arm he lifts, 

His closing lids he tries to raise, 
And speak once more before he dies, 

In supplication and in praise. 

He prays kind Heaven to grant snccess, 
Brave Ijovewell's men to gaide and bless, 

And when they've shed their heart blood true, 
To raise them all to happiness. 

•' Oojne hither, Parwell," said yonng Prye, 

'^ Yon see that I'm about to die ; 
Now for the love I bear to you, 

When cold in death my bones shall lie, — 

'' Oo thou and see my parents dear, 
And tell them you stood by me here ^ 

Console them when they cry, Alas ! 
And wipe away the falling tear." 

Lieutenant Farwell took his hand. 

His arm around his neck he threw. 
And said, " Brave chaplain, I could wish 

That Heaven had made me die for you. 
4 
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The cbftpUin <m kiii4 Aurvdl^ brMBt» - 

BlDoSy and Iftngindiii^ he Ml ; 
Nor ftfker fidsmd noie, tiiit Mir, 

''IloTe1hee,«A«er; fiMlhMiPdL' 

Ah, many % wife rimll rend her hsfa*, 
And 1IUB7 « diild ery, "Woelevel^ 

When uMBCugevB the dowb shaU Imbt, 
Of .IiOTew€3I% desr-beogfat victory.'* 

With IboMeps slow fihall trarellers g>e, 
Where Lorewell'sPond shineB oleartmft bright. 

And mark "Ae i^ce where fhoee are laid 
Who fell hi LoTOwelTs Moody fight. 

Old men ehaH erhake their heade, and -say, 

" Sad was the hoar end terrible 
When Lovewell brave 'gainst PangtB weint, 

With il% men from DwBtable/' 



* Of the thirty-foor m^n who belonged to Lotewel^s party, hat niiM 
ntmned luidittrt ; eUreii came hack 'W(NinAed,«iid-lhrMl»d to be left 
behind on account of their aevere woiiada. Among these three waa 
Enaign Bobbina, who desired to haye his gun charged and left by hia 
side, that he might IJll one mors of them, ahovld theyrefttm. 
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THE BOAR AND THE BEAE. 

'WmTl'KM BT TttE S£V. GRANT VOVTEBSj FOB THE UlinXlllICAL 
COLLBCTKHCS OP IVEW BAMPSHISE. 

17S1. 

Th£ town of HoIIis, in Uie conntjr of HilMbor- 
ongh, N. H., is one of the oldest towns in the eoonty^ 
and WAS first settled by Captain Peter Powers, and 
Anna, his wife, from Hampshire, Dunstable, in 1781. 
Those early settlers were aecnstomed to the rearing 
■of many swine, by permitting them to run at large 
in the woods, and to subsist opon roots, acorns, and 
s«ts, which were produced in great abundance ki 
itihe place. In the fall of tbe year, or at the time of 
ithe first ideep snow, tlie older members of the fa^rd, 
ib&t were originally tame, would lead their Bume^' 
Dus progeny into winter quarters, at a shed me&M 
(fi^r ttet purpose some distanee frcnn the house, wbsitie 
die Dwner disposed of them as be pleased, altiiougfa 
many of them were as untame end as ferocious w 
HsB leasts of the mountains. M Hunt time ^sm^^s 
ineve plenty, wsd very 'hostile to s^K^inie. It beiMMe 
«tecnary, tfaeraftive, to fn-otMe (br ^e ^tM^am^ 
4lfce btrid, by f ermitting Me ^ib^ ^Mles 1» 41m 
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iereral years beyond the period of life ordinarily 
assigned to that species by man ; at which time he 
became literally the master of the flock. His tasks 
protruded on either side, in nearly semicircles, to 
the distance of six or seven inches. He seemed 
conscions of his snperiority and responsibility. He 
was fierce in the extreme, and courted danger ; and 
when the herd was assailed he instantly presented 
himself to the foe, with eyes darting fire, with tasks 
heated to bloeness, and foaming at the month in a 
terrific manner. He roamed the forest, onconscious 
of danger ; he led the herd ; and bnt few of the 
untamed tribes had the temerity, to dispute his title 
to supremacy. 

It happened, however, on a certain day in autumn, 
when Anna stood in the door of her cabin, listening 
to the oft-repeated sound of the descending axe, or 
the crash of falling trees, while her husband was at 
bis daily taski that she heard from a great distance 
the faidt yet distinct cry of one of their herd. She 
thought it was the cry of expiring nature. She 
remained in this state of suspense bnt a short tune 
before the herd came rusliiog from the forest in the 
greatest apparent trepidation. The oldest dams of 
the herd, much exhausted, and without their common 
leader and {Hrotector, seemed inclined to take refuge 
in the apartment which had been their retreat in 
former winters; but the younger branches of the 
fitmily would not follow them. The dams, seeing 
this, dashed on through the cleared space, and dis- 
appeared in the forest on the north side. The ories 
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of the wounded were still heard, but grew fainter 
and &inter, nntil wholly lost in death. Bat the 
anxious Anna had not removed from her position 
before the old boar came rushing through the bushes 
in eager pursuit of his charge, which had eloped and 
left him in the rear by many a rood* He was fresh 
from the field of combat. He was bathed in blood, 
foaming at the mouth, gnashing his tusks, and ex- 
hibiting a terrific aspect. Begardless of home, he 
approached a field of corn which grew near the 
cabin, Mid leaped the fence, not touching the top- 
most knot, although it was proof against horses 
which strayed through the Woods from neighboring 
towns in Massachusetts. He passed directly through 
the field, without touching a kernel of corn, and, 
leaping the fence on the opposite side, disappeared 
in the woods. Not long after the wished-for hus- 
band, whose presence the gathering shades of even- 
ing, the deep solitude of the place, and the stirring 
events of the afternoon, had rendered peculiarly in- 
viting to the young partner of his toils and hopes, 
returned with his axe upon his shoulder, enlivening 
the forest with his evening whistle, and driving his 
old bell-cow before him, which summoned Anna with 
her milk pail to her evening task. 

Scarcely had he secured the topmost rail to his 
yard enclosure, when Anna, from the window of her 
cabin, saw her husband held in anxious suspense. 
For some moments he paused and listened, but turned 
and called, " Anna, Anna, bring me my gun and am- 
munition in a minute, for the eld master himself is 
4* 



y Google 



42 THB ftOAR AKD THE BEAR. 

worsted." Thej were at hia hand in a trice. " Look 
to yoarsclf/' Raid the husbapd, and bounded into 
the forest.* Parsuing with great speed the coarse 
whence the sound proceeded, which alone broke the 
silence of the evening, our adventurer soon found 
himself at the distance of about a mile and a half 
from his cabin, surrounded with black alders, so 
thickly set as to be almost impenetrable to man and 
beast. Before him lay Long Pond, so called, about 
one mile in length, and from a quarter to a half a 
mile perhaps in width. He was near midway of the 
pond, and the sound from the laboring boar and his 
antagonist (a mixed, frightful yell) proceeded direct- 
ly from the opposite shore. Nothing now remained 
but for him to plunge into the pond, and make the 
opposite shore by beating the waves, or to divide 
him a passage amidst the alders around one of the 
extremities of the pond, which could not be done 
short of travelling the distance of another mile. 
But no time was to be lost. The cries of the boar 
bespoke the greatest need, and the latter coarse 
was adopted ; and in a space of time and with the 
courage and energy which are scarcely conceived by 
the present generation, he arrived at the scene of 
action. Whose heart docs not now misgive him, 
while nearing the battle ground, alone, in darkness, 
and all uncertain as to the nature of the foe ? But 
young Powers advanced with undaunted firmness. 
He was under the necessity of approaching near. to 

* Indians w«r€ th«n niunerous in the town. 
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the belligerents before he coald make any disooverjy 
by reason of the darkness of the night, rendered 
more dark by the towering trees, which mingled 
their branches at some sixty or seventy feet fnMn 
the ground, and a dense nnderwood, which stood 
like a hedge continually before him. But as soon 
as he entered the area which had been beaten down 
during the actipn, he discovered the boar seated 
upon the ground, and still.defending himself against 
the furious assaults of the hugest bear his eyes ever 
beheld. She was like his old beU-cow for magni- 
tude I He drew his gun to an aim, when he per- 
cdved, obscurely, that the bear was on a line with 
him and his hog, and he could not discharge his 
piece without putting the life of the latter in jeop- 
ardy ; and as he was moving in a circular direction 
to procure a safe discharge, he was discovered by 
the bear, and she bounded into the bushes. Powers 
now came up to the boar, and witnessed such tokens 
of gladness as surprised him. It was, however, too 
solemn an hour with the swine to lavish upon his 
deliverer unmeaning ceremonies. As soon as he 
found himself released from his too powerful antag- 
onist, he prostrated himself upon the ground, and 
lay some time, panting and groaning in a manner 
truly affecting to his owner. Powers now dis- 
charged his gun, with a view to terrify the beasts 
of prey, and keep them off during, the night. He 
struck and kindled a fire, and, upon a slight exam- 
ination, he found that his hog was lacerated in his 
rear in a shocldng manner. He was utterly dis- 
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abled from rising, except upon his fore feet* Bmt to 
show the indomitable nature of the animal, I will 
relate that the boar, after some little time, recor* 
ered in a degree from bis extreme ezhaastlon, and 
gaining the same position he had when his owner 
found him, began to beat a challenge for a re- 
newal of the combat. Again his eyes flashed with 
rage, he stamped with his fore feet, he chafed, 
gnashed with hid tusks, and, foaming at the month, 
he looked aronnd with the greatest apparent firm- 
ness for his antagonist. Our adventurer how drew 
together fallen wood sufficient to support a fire 
through the night, burned powder around his swine, 
and returned to his cabin, where he was nerer more 
joyfully received by the young wife, who, during all 
this whiles had remained listening at the window in 
painful solicitude. 

The next day some help was obtained, as one 
family had, |)rior to this, moved in and settled in 
the south-west part of the town ; and the battle 
ground was revisited. The boar had not moved 
out of his place, but was still weltering in hie blood« 
With much labor he was oonveyed home in a cart ; 
and, as he never could become the defence of the 
herd again, be was yarded, fattened, and killed, and 
helped by his death to promote that existence to the 
family which he could no longer do by his life. 

With a view to account for the melancholy fate 
of the boar. Powers and his associates went in 
search of the swine thttt was destroyed in tiie af- 
ternoon of the preceding day. They found one of 
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iheir largest hogs slain by a bear, and> near to, a 
large bear was as evidently slain by the boar. From 
this they inferred that the first hog was mortally 
wonnded by^ a bear in the absence of the boar, bnt 
the cries of the wonnded sooft bronght the master^ 
when a battle ensued in which the bear was slain, 
not, however, withont loss of blood from the boar; 
that during this first action the rest of the herd 
fied^ and that the boar was in pursirit of them when 
he passed the oabia through the field ; that after 
running some miles at the point of exhaustion, he 
fell in with a still more powerful antagonist, when 
kfs fight was comparatively leeble, and he fell^ over- 
fftnoered, bat not subdued. 
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M'COY, OF EPSOM, N. H. 
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TBM MEW HAXPSHISE HUnOEIGAL OOLLBCnONS. 

1747. 

The Indians were first attracted to the new set- 
tlements in the town of Epsom, N. H., by discover- 
ing M'Coy at Suncook, now Pembroke. This, as 
nearly as can be ascertained, was in the year 1747. 
Reports were spread of the depredations of the 
Indians in various places, and M'Coy had heard 
that they had been seen lurking about the woods at 
Penacook, now Concord. He went as far as Pem- 
broke, ascertained that they were in the vicinity, 
was somewhere discovered by them, and followed 
home. They told his wife, whom they afterwards 
made prisoner, that they looked through cracks 
around the house, and saw what they had for supper 
that night. They, however, did not discover them- 
selves till the second day after. They probably 
wished to take a little time to learn the strength 
and preparation of the inhabitants. The next day, 
Mrs. M'Coy, attended by their two dogs, went down 
to see if any of the other families had returned 

(48) 
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fix)m the garrison. She found no one. On her 
return, as she was passing the block house, which 
stood near the present site of the meeting hoase, the 
dogs, which had passed round it, came running back 
growling and very much excited. Their appearance 
induced her to make the best of her way home. The 
Indians afterwards told her that they then lay con- 
cealed there, and saw the dogs when they came 
round. 

M'Coy, being now strongly suspicious that the 
Indians were actually in the town, determined to set 
off the next day with his family for the garrison at 
Nottingham. His family now consisted of himself, 
his wife, and son John. The younger children were 
still at the garrison. They accordingly secured 
their house as well as they could, and all set off 
next morning, M'Ooy and his son with their guns, 
though without ammunition, having fired away what 
they brought with them in hunting. 

As they were travelling a little distance east of 
the place where the meeting house now stands, Mrs. 
M'Coy fell a little in the rear of the others. This 
circumstance gave the Indians a favorable opportu- 
nity for separating her from her husband and son. 
The Indians, three men and a boy, lay in ambush 
near the foot of Marden's bill, not far from the junc- 
tion of the mountain road with the main road. Here 
they suffered M'Coy and his son to pass ; but as his 
wife was passing them, they reached from the bushes, 
and took hold of her, charging her to make no noise, 
and covering her mouth with their hands, as she 
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cried to her hasbaud for assistance. Her hasband, 
hearing her cries, turned, and was about coining to 
her relief; but he no sooner began to advance, than 
the Indians, expecting probably that he would fire 
upon them, began to raise their pieces, which she 
pushed one side, and motioned to her friends to 
make their escape, knowing that their guns were 
not loaded, and that they would doubtless be killed 
if they approached. They accordingly ran into the . 
woods, and made their escape to the garrison. This 
took place August 21, 1747. 

The Indians then collected together what booty 
they could obtain, which consisted of an iron tram- 
mel from Mr. George Wallace's, the apples of the 
only tree which bore in town, which was in the 
orchard now owned by Mr. David Griffin, and some 
other trifling articles, and prepared to set off with 
their prisoner for Canada. 

Before they took their departure, they conveyed 
Mrs. M'Goy to a place near the little Sunoook River, 
where they left her in the care of the young Indian, 
while the Uiree men, whose names were afterwards 
ascertained to be Plausawa, Sabatis, and Christi, 
went away, and were for some time absent. During 
their absence, Mrs. M'Coy thought of attempting to 
make her escape. She saw opportunities when die 
thought she might despatch the young Indian with 
the trammel which, with other things, was left with 
them, and thus perhaps avoid some strange and bar- 
barous death, or a long and distressing captivity.. 
But> on the other hand, she knew not at what disr 
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tanee the others were. If she attempted to kill her 
young keeper, she might fail. If she effected her 
purpose in this, she might be pursued and overtaken 
by a cruel and revengeful foe, and then some dread- 
ful death would be her certain portion. On ihe 
whole, she thought best to endeavor to prepare her 
mind to bear what might be no more than a period 
of savage captivity. Soon, however, the Indians 
returned, and put an end for the present to all 
thoughts of escape. From the directiqn in which 
they went and returned, and from their smutty ap- 
pearance, she suspected whaf their . business had 
been. She told them she guessed they. had been 
burning her house. Plausawa, who could Bpeak 
some broken English, informed her they had. 

They now commenced their long and tedious jour- 
ney to Canada, in which the poor captive might well 
expect that great and complicated sufferings would be 
her lot. She did indeed find the journey fatiguing, 
and her fare gcanty and precarious.^ But in her treat- 
ment from the Indians she experienced a very agree- 
able disappointment. The kindness she received 
from them was far greater than she had expected 
from those who were so often distinguished for their 
cruelties. The apples they had gathered they saved 
for her, giving her one every day. In this way they 
lasted her as far on the way as Lake Champlain. 
They gave her the last as they were crossing that 
lake in their canoes. This circumstance gave to the 
tree on which the -apples grew the name of " Isa- 
jbel's tree,'' her name being Isabella. In many F^ys 

5 
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did they appear desirous of mitigating the distresses 
of their prisoner while on their tedious jonmey. 
When night came on, and they halted to repoee 
themselres in the dark wilderness, Plansawa, the 
head man, wonld make a little conch in the leaves, 
a little way from theirs, cover her np with his own 
blanket, and there she was suffered to sleep nndis- 
turbed till morning. When they came to a river 
which mast be forded, one of them wonld carry her 
over on his back. Nothing like insult or indecency 
did they ever offer hor during the whole time she 
was with them. They carried her to Canada, and 
sold her as a servant to a French family, whence, at 
the close of that war, she returned home. But so 
comfortable was her condition there, and her hus- 
band being a man of rather a rough and' violent 
temper, she declared she never should have thought 
of attempting the journey home, were it not for the 
sake of her children. 

After the capture of Mrs. M'Coy, the Indians fre- 
quently visited the town, but never committed any 
very great depredations. The greatest damage they 
ever did to the property of the inhabitants was the 
spoiling of all the ox teams in town. At the time 
referred to, there were but four yoke of oxen in the 
place, viz., M'Coy's, Captain M' Clary's, George Wal- 
lace's, and Sergeant Blake's. It was a time of 
apprehension from the Indians, and the inhabitants 
had therefore all fled to the garrison at Nottingham, 
They left their oxen to graze about the woods, with 
1^ bell upon one of them. The Indians found then), 
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shot one out of each yoke, took out their tongaes, 
made a prize of the bell, and left them. 

The ferocity and cruelty of the.favagies were 
doubtless very much averted by a friendly, concilia 
ating course of conduct in the inhabitants towards 
them. This was particularly the case in the course 
pursued by Sergeant Blake. Being himself a curious 
marksonan and an expert hunter, — traits of charac- 
ter in their view of the highest order, — he soon 
secured their respect, and, by a course of kind treat- 
ment, he secured their friendship to such a degree 
that, though they had opportunities, they would not 
injure him, even in time of war. 

The first he ever saw of them was a company of 
them making towards his house through the opening 
from the top of Sanborn^s Hill. He fled to the 
woods, and there lay concealed, till they had made 
a thorough search about his house and enclosures, 
and had gone off. The next, time his visitors came, 
he was constrained to become more acquainted with 
them, and to treat them with more attention. As 
he was busily engaged towards the close of the day 
in completing a yard for his cow, the declining sun 
suddenly threw along several enormous shadows 
on the ground before him. He had no sooner turned 
to see the cause, than he found himself in the com* 
pany of a number of stately Indians. Seeing his 
perturbation, they patted him on the head, and told 
him not to be afraid, for tiiey would not hurt him. 
They then went with him into his house, and their 
first business was to search all his bottles, to see if 
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he lad any ^^occapee^ — mm. They then told him 
they were very hungry, and wanted something to 
eat H9 happened to have a quarter of a bear, 
which he gave them. They took it, and threw it 
whole upon the fire, and very soon began to cnt and 
eat from it half raw* While they were eating, he 
employed himself in catting pieces from it, and 
broiling upon a stick for them, which pleased them 
rery much. After their repast, they wished for the 
privilege of lying by his fire throagh the night, 
which he granted. The next morning they pro- 
posed trying skill with him in firing at a mark. To 
this he acceded. But in this, finding themselves 
outdone, they were much astonished and chagrined ; 
nevertheless, they highly commended him for his 
skill, patting him on the head, and telling him if he 
would go off with them, they wovld make ki/h their big 
captain. They used often to call upon him, and 
his kindness to them they never forgot, even in time 
of .war. 

Plausawa had a peculiar manner of doubling his 
lip, and producing a very shrill, piercing whistle, 
which might be heard a great distance. At a time 
when considerable danger was apprehended firom 
the Indians, Blake went oiF into the woods alone, 
though considered hazardous, to look fbr his cow 
that was missing. As he was passing along by Sin- 
clair's Brook, an unfrequented place^ northerly from 
M'Coy's Mountain, a very loud, sharp whistle, which 
he knew to be Plausawa's, suddenly passed through 
his head like the report of a pistol. The sudden 
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alarm almost raised him from the ground, (|nd, with 
a verj light step, he soon reached home without his 
eow. In more peaceable times, Plausawa asked him 
if he did not remember the time, and laughed very 
muq}i to think how he ran at the fright, and told 
him the reason for his whistling. ^^ Young IndUm,^^ 
said he, ^^put up gun to shoot Englishman. Me knock 
it down, and whistk to start you off J' So lasting is 
their friendship^ when treated well. At the close 
of the wars, the Indians built several wigwams near 
the confluence of Wallace's Brook with the great 
Suncook. On a little islaind in this river, near the 
place called "Short Falls," qbc of them lived for a 
considerable time. Plausawa and Sabatis were 
finally both killed in time of peace by one of the 
whites, after a drunken quarrel, and buried near a 
certain brook in Boscawen.* 
5* 

• See th« wtiele ''Indian Bridge," p. 71. 
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A LBGEND OT LAKE CHAMW.ATN. 

Maky are the places, scattered over the face of 
oar beautiful country, whose wild and picturesque 
scenery is worthy of the painter's pencil, or the 
poet's pen. Some of them, which were once cele- 
brated for their rich stories of *' legendary lore," 
are now only sought to view their natural scenery, 
while the traditions which formerly gave them cf^ 
lebrity are buried in oblivion. Such is the scene 
of the following adventure, — a romantic glen, 
bounded on the north side by a high and rocky hill, 
which stretches itself some distance into the lake, 
terminating in a precipice some thirty feet in height, 
and known by the name of " Pbabody's Leap." 

At the time of the adventure, Timothy Peabody 
was the only man that lived within fifty miles of 
the place. In an attack on one of the frontier set- 
tlements, his family had all been massacred by the 
merciless savage, and he hid sworn that their death 
should be revenged. The better to accomplish this 
dread purpose, he had removed to this solitary 
place, and constructed the rude shelter in which he 
dwelt, till the blasts of winter drove him to the 
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home of his fellow-men again, to renew the contest 
when spring had awakened nature into life and 
beauty. He was a man who possessed much shrewd 
cunning, combined with a thorough knowledge of 
Indian habits, by which he had always been enabled 
to avoid the snares of his subtle enemies. Often, 
when they had come with a party to take him, he 
escaped their lures, and after destroying his hut, 
on their return homeward some of their boldest 
warriors were picked off by his unerring aim ; or, 
on arriving at their home, they learned that one of 
their swiftest hunters had fallen a victim to his 
deadly rifle. He had lived in this way for several 
years, and had so often bafl^ed them that they had 
at last become weary of the pursuit, and for some 
time had left him unmolested. 

About this time a party of Indians made a de- 
scent on one of the small settlements, and had taken 
three prisoners, whom they were carrying home to 
sacrifice for the same number of men that had been 
shot by Peabody. It was towards the close of the 
day when they passed his abode, most of the party 
in advance of the prisoners, who, with their h&nds 
tied, and escorted by five or six Indians, were almost 
wearied out by their long march, and but just able 
to crawl along. He had observed this advanced 
guard, and suspecting there were prisoners in the 
rear, let them pass unmolested, intending to try 
some " Yankee tricks " to effect their rescue. He 
accordingly followed on in the trail of the party, 
keeping among the thick trees which on either side 
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skirted the path. He had proceeded bat a short 
distance before he heard the sharp report of a rifle, 
apparently very near him, which he knew most be 
oxie of the Indians, who had strolled from the main 
body to procure some game for their evening meal. 
From his acquaintance with their habits and lan- 
guage, he only needed a disguise to enable him to 
join the party if necessary, and, aided by the dark- 
ness, which was fast approaching, with but little 
danger of detection. The resolution was quickly 
put in operation to kill this Indian and procure his 
dress. 

He had got but a few paces before be discoyered 
his victim, who had but just finished loading his 
rifle. To stand forth and boldly confront him would 
give the savage an equal chance, and even if Pea- 
body proved the best shot, the party of Indians, oa 
hearing the report of two rifles at once, would be 
alarmed, and commence a pursuit. The chance was^ 
therefore, two to one against him, and he was 
obliged to contrive a way to make the Indian fire 
first. Planting himself behind a large tree, he took 
off his fox' skin cap, placed it on the end of his 
rifle, and began to move it. The Indian quickly 
discovered it^ and was not at a loss to recollect the 
owner by the well-known cap. Knowing how often 
Peabody had eluded them, he resolved to despatch 
him at once ; and without giving him notice of his 
dangerous proximity, he instantly raised his rifle, 
and its contents went whizzing through the air. 
The ball just touched the bark of the tree, and 
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liiO'ced tine cap, which rose sndde&lj, lik« the death 
ftpring of the beaver, and then fell amidst the busboB* 
The Indian, like a true sportsman, thinking faimsdf 
rare of his victim, did not go to pick up his game 
iiU he had reloaded his piece ; and dropping it to 
ttte groand, he was calmly proceeding in the opera- 
tion, when Peabodj as calmly stepped from his 
hidii^*place and exclaimed, '^JVoto, fou tamalcrit- 
fer, Mf yow prayers as fast as ever ytm am ! " 

This was short notice for the poor Indian. Be- 
fore him, and scarcely ten paces distant, stoo^ the 
1»11 form of Peabody, motionless as a statne, his 
rifle at his sbonlder, his finger on the trigger, and 
his deadly aim firmly fixed upon him. He was 
about to ran, but be had no time to turn round ere 
tiie swift-winged messenger had taken its flight ; the 
ball pierced his side — he sprang into the air and 
Ml lifelero to the ground. 

No time was to be lost. He immediately pro- 
ceeded to strip the dead body and array himself in 
the accoutrements, consisting of a bunting shirt, a 
pair of moccasins or leggins, and the wampum, belt 
and knife. A little of the blood besmeared on his 
sunburnt countenai^ served for the red paint, and 
it would have taken a keen eye, in the gray twilight 
and tbick gloom of the surrounding forest, to have 
detected the counterfeit Indian. Shouldering his 
rifle he again started in the pursuit, and followed 
them till they arrived in the glen, where their ca- 
noes were secreted. Here they stopped and began 
to prepare for their expected supper, previous to 
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tbeir embarkation for the opposite shore. The 
canoea were launched, and their baggage deposited 
in them. A fire was blazing brightly, and the party 
were walking impatiently around, awaiting the re- 
torn of the hunter. The body of Peabody was 
safely deposited behind a fallen tree, where he could 
see erery motion and hear every word spoken in 
the circle. Here he bad been about half an hour. 

-Night had drawn her sable curtains around the 
scene. The moon shone fitfully through the clouds 
which almost covered the horizon, only serving 
occasionally to render the *' darkness visible/' The 
Indians now began to evince manifest signs of im- 
patience for the return of tbeir comrade. They 
feared that a party of the whites had followed them 
and taken him prisoner, and at last resolved to go 
in search of him. The plan, which was fortunately 
heard .by Peabody, was to put the captives into one 
of the canoes, under the care of five of their num- 
ber, who were to secrete themselves in case of 
attack, massacre the prisoners, and then go to the 
assistance of their brethren. 

As soon as the main body had started, Peabody 
cautiously crept from his hiding-place to the water, 
and sliding in feet foremost, moved along on his 
back^ his face just above the surface, to the canoe 
which contained th,e rifles of the guard. The 
priming was quickly removed, and their powder 
horns emptied. He then went to the canoe in which 
the captiyes were placed, and gave them notice of 
the intended rescue, ^t tlie same time warning them 
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not to show themselyes aboye the gunwale till they 
were in safety. He next with his Indian knife sepa- 
rated the thong which held the canoe to the shore, 
intending to swim off with it till he had got far 
enough to avoid observation, then get iu and paddle 
for the nearest place where a landing could be 
effected. All this was the work of a moment, and 
be was slowly moving off from the shore, ezpeoting 
an attack from this side ; but unfortunately his rifle 
had been left behind, and he resolved not to part 
with '* Old Plumper," as he called it, without at 
least one effort to recover it. He immediately gave 
the captives notice of his intention, and directed 
them to paddle slowly and silently out, and in going 
past the headland to approach as near as possible, 
and there await his coming. The guard by this 
tiine had secreted themselves, and one of the num- 
ber had chosen the same plape which Peabody him- 
self had previously occupied, near which he had 
left his old friend. He bad almost got to the spot, 
when the Indian discovered the rifle, and grasping 
it, q>rang upon his feet and gave the alarm to his 
companions. Quick as thought, Peabody was upon 
him, seized the rifle, and wrenched it from him with 
such violence as to throw him prostrate upon the 
ground. The rest of the Indians were alarmed, and 
sounding the war whoop, rushed upon him. 
. It was a standard maxim with Peabody, that ''« 
good soldier never runs till he is obliged to ; '^ and 
he now found that he should be under the necessity 
of suiting his practice to his theory. There was 
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WB time for deliberatioa ; te instantiy knoeked dowft 
IIm forenost witli the batt of his rifle, and boanded 
•trqr diroagli the thicket like a startled deer. 1%c 
liiree Indians made for the canoe in which the rifles 
were deposited, already made harmless by the pre- 
«aatMm of Peabody. This gave him a good advan- 
tage, which was not altogether anneoeesary, as he 
was maefa eacambered with his wet clothes ; md be- 
ture he readied the goal he eoald bear them snap* 
piag the dry twigs behind him. The main body 
had likewise got the alarm, and were but a 8b<»t 
diatBiioe ttmi him when he reached the head land. 
Those who were nearest he did nOt fear, unless 
ihey cnme to <4o8e action, and he resolved to send 
one more to his long home, before be leaped fi^m 
Oe precipice. 

** It'e a burning shame to wet so mnch powder,'' 
«Edaimed he ; ^ I'll have one more pop at them 
tamal redskins." Peabody's position was qniekly 
arranged to put his Hireat into execution. His 
riflo WW presented, his eye glanced along Its barrel, 
and the first one tiiat i>^wed his head roceiTed its 
^hsadly oonteats. In an instant Peabody was in Ihe 
wntw, making for the canoe. The whole pe^ty by 
tins time bad come np, and commenced a brisk Are 
:iqM>n the fagitites. Peabody stood ^ect in the 
canoe, sbontiBg in the Toiee of a Stentor, " YmHl 
Metier take we; ye'U spSk the ek^. Old JMnrnperV 
js^, asnd ^U fid him y^e, IteBye! " 

They were qoickly lost in darkness, and tttkng a 
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small circuit, effected a landing in safiBty. Many 
an Indian's life verified his last threat, and Pea* 
body lived to a good old age, having often related 
to his friends* and neighbors the adventure whidi 
gave to this plaoe the name of '* Psabody's Lbap.'' 
6 
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KILBURN'S DBPENCB. 

WALFOUBy N. H. 
1766. 

The first civilized inhabitant of the present town 
of Walpole, N. H., was John Kilbnrn, who settled 
there in 1749. The large and fertile meadows at 
the month of Gold River, in that township, slightly 
covered with tall bnttemnt and ancient elm trees, 
presented an inviting prospect to new colonists, and 
an easy harvest to the hand of cultivation. Jnst 
above them, along the east bank of the Gonnecticnt, 
was the defile, bounded by steep mountains, which 
formed the Indian highway to and from Charles- 
town, the next township. There, too, was the head 
of shad navigation^ the great fishing ground of the 
savages from time immemorial. Next below this 
narrow pass by the river, and nearer the meadows, 
is the site of an ancient Indian village, since occu- 
pied by a tavern. Next on the south, and bounding 
the meadows northerly, was Cold River, a small 
branch of the main stream, overshadowed with tall 
maples and elms. The meadows themselves were 
about half a mile in extent ; the Connecticut wasi 
on the western side, and a semicircle of woods on 
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the east, with a. central round eminence ferty feet 
high, from which issues at this day a medieinid spring. 
It was here the adventurous and hardy Kilbum built 
himself a log hut, and here he inhabited the solitude 
of the forest for two years, without any intercourse 
with friend or foe. 

During this time his life was one continued scene 
of danger and hardship. He sought opportunities 
to cultivate the friendship of the Indians, who 
roamed and prowled in the woods around him ; but 
in this attempt he was wholly unsuccessful. They 
avoided him studiously in the daytime, and in the 
night be soon found that they approached his hum- 
ble habitation only for the purpose of dealing Mm 
the deadly blow. He was finally obliged, in conse- 
quence of this state of things, to adopt l^e plan of 
" camping out " at different places in the woods each 
night, with nothing but the cold earth for his bed, a 
bear skin for his covering, and a cartridge box for 
his pillow. In this manner he continued to elude 
the scalping knife of his lurking enemies, though 
tiiey not unfrequently visited and plundered his hut 
in his absence. 

In 1751 Colonel Benjamin Bellows obtained the 
charter of Walpole, and began a small settlement on 
a spot occupied to this day by the buildings of a gen- 
tleman of the same name, above a mile south from 
the establishment of Kilburn. There was at this 
time a fort also in the neighboring township of 
Number Pour, now called Charlestown. These ad- 
ditions to the pbwer of the whites in this quarter 
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iMfcd u effiMitfsl mfltenoe upcrn Ifce respect end the 
fter felt for liiein by* tbe Indians ; ner was it foag 
before a company of tiiem descended the river in 
their oaoMs, knded over the folk, and invited their 
old mequsintaiice, Kilbnrn) to trade with them. He 
accepted the invitation without scmple or hesitancy^ 
visited their e&cara|mieBt, bought fnrs of thraa, made 
Ikem presents c^ ffints, flour, and fish hooks. From 
this time they continued to hunt, fish, and lodge oo^ 
oasionally in the neighlx>rhood. The report of the 
guns with which the whites had ftarnished them long 
«re this, and the smoke of their low wigwams assong 
tiie trees, became mingled with tbe familiar occiu> 
fences of daily life* 

The affiftirs of tiie settlers oontinned to fH-osper 
until 17S8, when this alarming event occurred to 
disturb ^ir security. Two men, by the name of 
Twitchdl and Flint, who had gone back to the hills, 
about a mile east of &e settlement^ to proeare some 
ash timber for oars, were fired upon and killed by 
the Xndians* One of them was stuped* The other 
liiey barbarously cut open, took out his heart, yet 
warm, cut it in pieces, laid it upon his breast and 
tibuB left him to be found by his friends. Tins mas- 
•acre was among the first appearances of a mptioe 
i9f tbe aeg^ations for peace pending between Eng^ 
land and France, and was tlw commencement of a 
new and long series of Indian ravages^ It was, 
laoreover, the first Christian blood that was spilt in 
Walpole, and the vimpreasion it {Hrodaced on tbs 
I of Hbe settee was proportionately deep and 
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htsting* The bodies of the murdered men were 
bnried near irhere they were found, in a spot still 
indicated by a ridge of land, on the west side of the 
road, about two miles north of Walpole Tillage. It 
is believed by the friends of Twitcbell — at least 
by some of the number — that his guardian spirit 
continued, as long as his savage murderers lived, to 
hover over them by night and by day, and to warn 
them of the wiles of the Indians. Even a rock in 
Connecticut River, where he used to fisli with never- 
fetiling success, was a long time held in religious 
veneration ; and few, it is rumored, of all those who 
to this day go to angle from "Twitchell Bock," re- 
turn without taking from the stream a most gener- 
ous fry. 

In the spring of 1755, an Indian by the name of 
Philip, who had just learned English enough to be 
understood, visited Eilbum's log house, under the 
pretence of being on a hunting excursion and in want 
of provisions. He was treated with kindness, and 
fomished liberally witb flints, meal, and various 
Other articles which he asked for. Soon after his 
departure it was ascertained that the same Indian 
had visited all the settlements on the Connecticut 
River, with th6 same plausible story. The conclu- 
sion was with Eilburn and his fellow-settlers that 
Philip was a scout employed by the enemy. This 
suspicion was soon after confirmed by intelligence 
received at all the forts on the frontiers, through a 
friendly Indian, from Governor Shirley at Albany. 
He stated that four or five hundred of the savages 
6* 
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were collected in Canada, whose object wacr to 
butcher the whole white population on Oonnecticat 
River. 

The settlers — and those of Walpole among the 
number — were startled by these tidings ; but thef 
were not disheartened. They yalned their hard- 
earned harvest and their solitary homes in the wil- 
derness, humble as they were, too highly to leave 
them from the mere apprehensions of danger. They 
had been accustomed, too, to all the hardships of a 
rude life ; and long had they looked for the time to 
come, as it came now, when they must defend them- 
selves, or die in the cause. 

Kilbnrn and his comrades now fortified their hab- 
itations round about by a palisade of stakes, with 
such preparations of the same nature as their means, 
allowed. On these alone they depended for safety, 
the next garrison (a fort of forty men) being a mile 
distant from the setdement of Colonel Bellows. 
Measures thus prudently being taken, nothing re- 
mained but to wait for the onset of the enemy. Nor 
had they to wait long. On the 17th of August, 
1755, Kilburn and his son, in his eighteenth year, 
and a man by the name of Peak, with his son, were 
returning from work about noon, when one of them 
suddenly discovered the red legs of Indians among 
the alders that skirted the meadows, as thick, in his 
own language, ** as grasshoppers." They instantly 
fled to the house, fastened the door, and began to 
make preparations for an obstinate defence. In 
this they were asisisted as well as encouraged by 



y Google 



KILBUSK^S DEFENCE* 61 

Kilbnrn's wife, and bis daughter Hitty, whose par- 
ticular charge, however, was to watch the move- 
ments of the enemy. 

In fifteen minutes the latter were seen crawling 
upon the bank east of the house, and as they crossed 
the footpath one by oue, one hundred and ninety- 
seven were counted. About the same number re- 
mained in ambush near the mouth of Cold Biver. 
The object of this party was to waylay Colonel Bel- 
lows and his men, whom they knew to be working 
at his mill about a mile east. Before a great while 
accordingly these people came along, each with a 
bag of meal on his back. Presently their dogs be- 
gan to growl, and to betray other symptoms of hav- 
ing disjcovered or suspected an enemy. All this 
Bellows understood perfectly well ; nor was he at a 
loss in forming his opinion as to the state of the 
ease. He had no doubt the Indians were close at 
hand in amlKfflh, and he took his measures accord- 
ingly. He ordered all his men, about thirty, to 
throw down their meal, and advance to the rising 
ground just above them, carefully crawl up the bank, 
spring upon their feet, give one shout, and instantly 
dirop down among the tall fern, which in that place 
covered the ground. 

The manoeuvre succeeded ; for asjsoon as the shout 
was heard, the Indians all rose in a semicircle round 
the path Bellows was to pursue. This gave the 
party a fine chance for a fair shot, and they im- 
proved it {MTomptly by ek general discharge, which 
80 disconcerted the plans of ihe Indians that they 
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darted away into the bushes without firing a gtm. 
Bellows foond, however, that their party was too 
numerous for his, and he ordered his men to file off 
to the south, and make for the fort. Not long i^r 
these Indians came out on the eminence east of Kil* 
barn's house. Here the '* Old Deyil" Philip, as he 
was now generally called, — being the same wily 
savage who had visited Eilbnm's house the season 
previous, — came forward, securing himself behind 
a large tree, and called out loudly to those in the 
house to surrender. '* Old John, young Jokn/^ he 
cried, ^' / know you ; come out h^re ; we give good 
quarter/' "" Quarter !^^ shouted Kilburn from the 
house, with a tremendous voice, that thrilled throi^h 
every Indian heart, ^^ quarter, you black roBcaU! te- 
gone, or we wUt quarter you ! " 

Thus disappointed in his application, Philip re- 
turned to the main body of his companions. Aft^ 
a few minutes' consultation, the Indian war wboop 
was raised, as if, in Kilburn's language, " a& iho devib 
had been let loose/' Kilburn was nothing daunted by 
this performance, however, and he even mamaged to 
get tiie first fire, before the ?moke of his enemies' 
guns obstructed his aim. He was eoufident that this 
discharge brought down an Indian, who, from his ex- 
traordinary size, and other circumstances, i^peared 
to be Philip. A moment after the companions of 
the fatten savage, now mustered in full force, rushed 
forward to the work of destruction ; and probably 
not fewer than four hundred bullets were lodged i& 
Kilburn's house at the first fire. Th^ roof es{)eoialiy 
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was made a perfect ''riddle sieye/' This leaden 
shower was kept up for some time, with an incessant 
blaze and clamori while detachments of the enemy 
were amusing themselves with butchering the stray 
cattle, and destrc^ing the hay and grain, in the sur- 
ronnding meadow. 

Kilburn aod his men, meanwhile, were by no 
means idle. The powder was already poured out 
into hats, for the convenienee of loading in a hurry, 
and every thing prepared for a spirited defence or 
a glorious death. They had several guns in the 
house, all of which were kept hot by incessant firing 
through the port-boles. As they had no ammunition 
to spare, each one took special aim, to have, every 
bullet toll. The women assisted in loading the guns. 
When the stock of lead grew scanty, they had also 
the presence of mind to suspend blankets horizon- 
tally near the roof of the house, inside, to catch the 
enemy's balls. These they immediately run into new 
bullets, if necessary, which the men took upon them- 
selves to have returned to the savages with interest. 

They made several attempts to burst open the 
doors of the house ; but the fire of the brave little 
garrison was too hot for them. Most of the time, 
therefore, they endeavored tQ keep behind stumps, 
logs, and trees, evidently showing by this manage- 
ment that they began to feel the force of the remark 
made to them by Kilburn, as we have seen, at the 
onset. An incessant firing, however, was kept up on 
their part until near sundown. Then they gradu- 
ally retreated ; and when the sun sank behind the 
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western hills, the sound of their gnns and the cry 
of the war whoop died away in silence. How many 
of the enemy fell on this occasion never was ascer* 
tained. Of the little garrison, Peak only was 
wounded in the hip, by exposing himself too much 
before a port-hole ; and, for want of surgical aid, 
this proved fatal on the sixth day. The French and 
Indian war continued until 1763 ; but the village 
of Walpole was not afterwards molested in any 
instance by the enemy. 

Kilburn was as upright and worthy as he was 
brave, and lived to see that town populous and 
flourishing, and his fourth generation upon the 
stage. A plain, unpolished stone points out the 
spot in the burying ground of the village where 
sleep his mortal remains, under this inscription : — 

hi memory of 

J6kak IKilburn, who departed 

this life for a better, April 8th, 1799, in 

the 85th year of his age. He was 

the first settler of this town, 

in 1749. 

His son, "young John," revisited this scene of 
his youthful exploits for the last time in 1814. He 
died in 1822, among his children at Shrewsbury, 
Vermont. 



y Google 



INDIAN BRIDGE. 

FBOM THE HISTOBICAL COLLECTIONS OF MEW HAMPSHISX. 

1763. 

In the fall of the year 1753, Sabatis and PUobe* 
wa, two Indians, were at the place where Deacon 
Sawyei* now lives, in Canterbury. There Joshua 
Noyes and Thomas Thorla, from Newbury, who were 
looking after cattle which had been turned into the 
woods the spring before, met them. Plausawa had 
been several times at Newbury, and knew Noyes 
and Thorla, and they knew him. The Indians ap- 
peared not much pleased at seeing them, and began 
to put their baggage into their canoe, and to pre- 
pare to go away. Sabatis appeared sullen, and dis- 
posed to do mischief, but was kept from it by Plau- 
sawa. Noyes and Thorla proposed to buy their fiirs. 
At first they refused to sell, saying they would not 
trade with the English, but would go to Canada. 
Afterwards they ofiFered to sell furs for rum. Those 
men h^d brought riim on purpose to trade with the 
Indians ; but seeing their temper, especially that of 
Sabatis, they refused to let them have any, and con- 
cluded to go away and leave them. As they were 
departing, Plausawa in a friendly manner advised 
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tbem to go home, and to avoid meeting witli the Inr 
dians, lest they should be hurt. When they had 
gone a little distance from the Indians, Sabatis called 
them, and said, " No more you English come here ; 
me heart bad — roe kill you." Thorla replied, " No 
kill ; English and Indians now all brothers/' They 
soon met Peter Bowen going towards the Indians, 
told him in what temper the Indians were, and ad- 
vised him not to go to them, and by no means to let 
them have a drop of rum. He replied that he was 
not afraid of them ; that he was acquainted witii 
Indians, and knew how to deal with them. The 
Indians had got into their canoe^ and were going up 
the river. Bowen called them, and asked them to 
go to his house and stay that night, and told them 
he would give them some rum. It was then near 
night. They went with Bowen to his house, which 
was in Contoocook, at some distance below where 
they then were. He treated them freely with rum, 
which made them at first very well pleased ; but as 
they became more intoxicated, they began to be 
troublesome. Bowen, who had every quality of an 
Indian,^ had lived much with th«m, and knew per- 
fectly well how they would conduct, fearing they 
might do mischief, took the precaution to make his 
wife engage their attention, while he drew the 
charges from their guns, which were left behind the 
door in the entry. After this was done, the night 
was spent in a drunken Indian frolic, for which 
Bowen had as good a relish as his guests. The next 
morning they asked Bowen to go with his horse and 
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carry their baggage to the place where their canoe 
was left the evening before. He went, and carried 
their packs on his horse. As they went, Sabatis pro- 
posed to run a race with the horse. Bo wen, suspect- 
ing mischief was intended, declined the race, but 
finally consented to run. He, however, took care to 
let the Indian outrun the horse. Sabatis laughed 
heartily at Bowen, because the horse could run no 
faster. They then proceeded, apparently in good 
humor. After a while, Sabatis said to Bowen, 
" Bowen walk woods," meaning, " Go with me as a 
prisoner." Bowen said, " No walk woods ; all one 
brothers.^^ They went on together until they were 
near the canoe, when Sabatis proposed a second 
race, and that the horse should be unloaded of the 
l^ggd'ge, and should start a little before him. 
Bowen refused to start so, but consented to start 
together. They ran, and as soon as the horse had 
got a little before the Indian, Bowen heard a gun 
snap. Looking round, he saw the smoke of powder, 
and the gun aimed at him ; he turned and struck 
bis tomahawk in the Indian's head. He went back 
to meet Plausawa, who, seeing the fate of Sabatis, 
took aim with his gun at Bowen ; the gun flashed. 
Plausawa fell on his knees, and begged for his life. 
He pleaded his innocence and former friendship for 
the English ; but all in vain. Bowen knew there 
would be no safety for him while the companion and 
friend pf Sabatis was living. To secure himself, he 
buried the same tomahawk in the skull of Plausawa. 
This was done in the road on the bank of Merrimac 

7 
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Biver, near the northerly line of Contoocook, now 
BoBcawen. Bowen hid the dead bodies under a 
small bridge in Salisbury. The next spring the 
bodies irere discovered and buried.* That bridge 
has ever since, to this day, been called Indiah 
Bbidgb. 

* It U dot to hittorj, m well m to tlie owdit of a race aJntdj too 
mneh maligiied, to atate that the killing of Planiawa and Sahatie was 
MiwidRcd a mmimr, both by the St. Fnadi tribe of Indians, to whieh 
thej beloiiged, and by the authoritlea of New Hampriiire, wh^ seij^ 
npon Bowen and one other, and impriaoaed them in the Portsmouth 
Jidl, whence, howeyer, they were liberated by an armed mob, the peo- 
ple genoaUy oonsidering the killing of an Indian a meritorious act 
Bowen was aware that the half-intozicated Indums were in a st&te of 
iiritation against the whites; nevertheless he inrited them to his 
^onse, and gave them every opportunity to vent their feelings. He 
had them completely ia his power, though they did not know it. It 
would see^l also that gratitude as well as mercy should have led him to 
spare their lives. A reference to the " Captivity of Mrs. M'Coy " will 
■how that Plausawa had before this saved the life of one of the set- 
tkry, when in a Tcry critieal situatioii. 
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THE CAPTIVITY AND SUPPERINOS OF 
MBS. JEMIMA HOWE, 

tAifsm vKmasasBL bt xhe Indians at bbidoiian's Fops, in iss 

PBSS^NT TOWN OF TEBNON, TT. QDipnTMICAXED TO BE. BBL- 
XNAF.BT THE B£V. BUNKER OAY. 

1755. 

As Messrs. Galeb^Ho^e, fiilkiah Grout, and Ben* 
jamin Oaffield, who had been hoeing com in the 
meadow, west of the river, were retorning home a 
little before sunset, to a place ciJled Bridgmaa's 
Fort, they were fired upon by twelve Indians, who 
had ambushed their path. Howe was on horseback, 
with two young lads, his children, behind him. A 
ball, which broke his thigh, brought him to the 
ground. ' His horse ran a few rods, and fell liko* 
wise, and both the lads were taken. The Indians, 
in thdr savage manner, coming up to Howe, pierced 
his body with a spear, tore off his scalp, stuck a 
hatdhet in his head, and left him in this foriora con* 
dition. He was found alive the morning after by 
a party of men firom Fort Hinsdale ; and being 
ad:ed by one of the party whether he knew him, he 
answered, " Yes, 1 know you ali'' These were hja 
last words, though he did not expire until after his 
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firieuds had arrived irith him at Fort Hinsdale* 
Oront VTBS so fortunate as to escape nnbnrt ; bat 
Gaffield, in attempting to wade tbropgh the riyer, 
at a certain place which was indeed fordable at that 
time, was unfortunately drowned. Flushed with 
the success they had met with here, tiie savages 
went directly to Bridgraan's Fort. There was no 
man in it, and only three women and some children, 
viz., Mrs. Jemima Howe, Mrs. Submit Grout, and 
Mrs. Eunice Gaffield. Their husbands I need not 
mention again, and their feelings at this juncture I 
will not attempt to describe. They had heard the 
enemy's guns, but knew not what had happened to 
their friends. Extremely anxious for their safety, 
they stood longing to embrace them, until at length, 
concluding from the noise they heard without that 
some of them were come, they unbarred the gate in 
a hurry to receive them ; when, lo I to their inex- 
pressible disappointment and surprise, instead of 
their husbands, in rushed a number of hidemis In- 
dians, to whom they and their tender offspring be- 
came aa easy prey, and from whom they had nothing 
to expect but either an immediate death or a- long 
and doleful captivity. The latter of these, by the 
&vor of Providence, turned out to be the lot of 
these unhappy women, and their still more unhappy, 
because more helpless, children. Mrs. Gaffield had 
but one, Mrs. Grout had three, and Mrs. Howe 
seven. The eldest of Mrs. Howe's was eleven 
years old, and the youngest but six months. The 
two eldest were daughters which she had by her 
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first hnstmnd, Mr. William Fhipps, who wss also 
slain by tiie Indians. It was from the month of 
this woman that I lately received the forgoing ae- 
connt. She also gave me, I doubt not, a tme, thought 
to be Bare, a very brief and imperfeet history of her 
captivity, which I here insert for yoor perusal. It 
may perhaps afford yon some amusement, and can 
do no barm, if, after it has undergone your critical 
inspection, you should not think it (or an abbreria- 
tion of it) worthy to be preserved among the records 
you are about to publish. 

The Indians (she says) having plundered and put 
fire to the fort, we marched, as near as I could judge, 
a mile and. a half into the woods, where we en- 
camped that night. When the morning came, and 
we had advanced as much farther, six Indians were 
sent back to^he place of our late abode, who col* 
lected a little more plunder, and destroy^ some other 
effects that had been left behind ; but they did not 
return until the day was so far spent that it was 
judged best to continue where we were through the 
night. Early the next mombg we set off for Can? 
ada, and continued our march eight days succesh 
sively, until we had reached the place where the 
Indians had left their canoes, about fifteen miles 
from Grown Point. This was a long and , tedious 
march ; but the captives, by divine assistance, were 
enabled to endure it with less trouble and difficulty 
than they had reason to expect. From such savage 
masters, in such indigent circumstances, we could 
not rationally hope for kinder treatment than we 
7* 
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reoeiTed. Some of us, it is trae, had a harder lot 
tlMui oihera ; and, among the children, I thought my 
Mm Squire had the hardest of any. He was then 
only fonr years old ; and when we stopped to rest 
mcr weary limbs, and he sat down on his master's 
pack, the sayiife monster wonld often knock him off, 
and sometimes, too, with the handle of his hatchet 
Several ugly marks, indented in his head by the 
emd Indians at that tender age, are still plainly to 
be seen. 

At length we arrived at Crown Point, and took 
up onr qaarters there for the space of near a week. 
In 4fae mean time some of the Indians went to Mon* 
treal, and look several of the weary captives along 
witii them, with a view of selling them to the French. 
They did not succeed, however, in finding a market 
for any of them. They gave my youngest danghter, 
Submit Phipps, to the governor, De Yaudreuil, had 
a drunken frolic, and returned agaiiS to Grown 
Point, with the rest of their prisoners. From hence 
wis set off for St. John's, in four or five canoes^ just 
as* night was coming on, and were soon mrronnded 
witii darkness. A heavy storm hung over us. The 
sound of the rolling thunder was very terrible upon 
the waters, which, at every flash of expansive light- 
ning, seemed to be all in a blaze. Yet to this we 
were indebted for all the light we enjoyed. No 
object could we discern any longer than the fladies 
lasted. In this posture we sailed in our open, tot- 
tering eanoes almost the whole of that dreary night 
The morning, indeed, had not yet beglm to da^n, 
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if^tk it^ nil went ashore ; and, having collected i 
bt6i,p 6t siftndand grarel for a pillow, I laid myself 
ddWn, with my tender infant by my side, not know- 
ing wbere aty of my other children were, or what a 
miserable condition they might be in* The next 
day, however, under the wing of that ever-present 
amd all-powerfal Providence which had preserved 
afrthrdtigh the darkness and imminent dangers of 
tb0 |>recedi^g night, we all arrived in safety at St. 
John's* 

Oat next movement was to St. Francis, the me- 
tro^lis, if I may so call it, to which the Indiana 
^ho led as o&ptire belcmged. Soon after our arrival 
at their wretched capital^ a council, consisting of 
the chief sachem and souse principal warriors of 
tie St. Francis tribe, was convened ; wd after the" 
ceretiioiiies usual on such occasions were over, I was 
coaducted and delivered to an old 8qaaw,whom the 
Ii&£«^S8 told me I must call my mother — my infant 
bMI ci^ntinuing to be the proiperty of its original . 
lafdiail owners* I was nevertheless p^niitted to 
kee(p it with me a while longer, for the sake of sav- 
ing them the trouble of looking after it, and of 
maintaining it with my milk. When the weather 
began to grow cold, shuddering at the prospect of 
approaching winter, I acquainted my new mother 
that I did not think it would be possible for me to 
endure it if I must spend it with her^ and fare as the 
Indians did. Listening to my repeated and earnest 
aolicitations that I might be disposed of among 
$6m6 of th^ French inhabltaats of C«ada, sh« at 
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lengtli set off with me and my infant, attended by 
some male Indians, upon a journey to Montreal, ia 
hopes of finding a market for me there. Bat the 
attempt proved unsuccessful, and the journey tedious 
indeed. Our prorisions were so scanty, as well as 
insipid and unsavory, the weather was so cold, and 
the travelling so very bad, that it often seemed as 
if I must have perished on the way. The lips of 
my poor child were sometimes so benumbed that 
when I put it to my breast, it could not, till it grew 
warm, imbibe the nourishment requisite for its sap- 
port. While we were at Montreal, we went into 
the house of a certain French geutleman, whose 
lady, being sent for, and coming into the room 
where I was, to examine me, seeing I had an infant,; 
exclaimed suddenly in this manner : ^* Damn it, I 
vnll not buy a woman that has a child to look after J* > 
There was a swill pail standing near me, in which I 
observed some crusts and crumbs of bread swimming 
on the surface of the greasy liquor it contained. 
Sorely pinched with hunger, I skimmed them off 
with my hands, and ate them ^ and this was all the 
refreshment which the house afforded me. Some- 
where, in the course of this visit to Montreal, my 
Indian mother was so unfortunate as to catch the 
small pox, of which distemper she died, soon after 
our return, which, was by water, to St. Francis. 

And now came on the season when the Indians 
began to prepare for a winter's hunt. I was ordered 
to return my poor child to those of them who still 
claimed it as their property. This was a severe 
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triaL The babe clung to mj bosom with all its 
might ; but I was obliged to pluck it thence, and 
deliver it, shrieking and screaming, enongh to pen- 
etrate a heart of stone, into the hands of those un- 
feeling wretches, whose tender mercies may be 
teribed croel. It was soon carried off by a hunting 
party of those Indians to a place called Messiskow, 
at the lower end of Lake Cbamplain, whither, in 
* abonf a month after, it was my fortune to follow 
them. I had preserved my milk, in hopes of seeing 
my beloved child again ; and here I found it, it is 
true, but in a condition that afforded me no great 
satisfaction, it being greatly emaciated and almost 
starved. I took it in my arms, put its face to mine, 
and it instantly bit me with such violence that it 
seemed as if I must have parted with a pieoe of my 
cheek. I wais permitted to lodge with it that and 
the two following nights ; but every morning that 
intervened, the Indians, I suppose on purpose to tor- 
ment me, sent me away to another wigwam, which 
stood at a little distance, though not so far from the 
one in which my distressed infant was confined but 
that I could plainly bear its incessant cries and 
heart-rending lamentations. In this deplorable con* 
dition I was obliged to take my leave of it, on the 
morning of the third day after my arrival at the 
place. We moved down the lake several miles the 
flame day ; and the night following was remarkable 
on account of the great earthquake^* which terribly 

• NoTemlMr IS, 1766. 
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shook that howling wildernese. Aipong the islands 
hereabout we spent the winter season, often shifting 
our quarters, and roving about from one place to 
another, our family consisting of three persons only, 
besides myself, viz. : my late mother's daughter, 
whom, therefore, I called my sister, her sanhop,* 
and a pappoose. They once left me alone two dismal 
nights ; and when they returned to me again, per- 
ceiving them smile at each other, I asked, " What is ^ 
the matter ? " They replied that two of my chil- 
dren were no more ; one of which, they said, died a 
natural death, and the other was knocked on the 
head, I did not utter many words, but my heart 
was sorely pained within me, and my mind exceed- 
ingly troubled with strange and awful ideas. I 
often imagined, for instance, that I plainly saw the 
naked carcasses of my deceased children hanging 
upon the limbs of the trees, as the Indians are wont 
to hang the raw hides of those beasts which they 
take in hunting. 

It was not long, however, before it was so ordered 
by kind Providence that I should be relieved in a 
good measure from those horrid imaginations ; for, 
as I was walking one day upon the ice, observing a 
smoke at some distance upon the land, it must pro- 
ceed, thought I, from the fire of some Indian htit ; 
and who knows but some one of my poor children 
may be there? My curiosity, thus excited, led me 
to the place, and there I found my son Caleb, a 
little boy between two and three years old, whom I 

* Wanrior husband. 
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bad lately buried, in sentiment at least, or, rather, 
imagined to have been deprived of life, and perhaps 
also denied a decent^ grave. I found him likewise 
in tolerable health and curenmstances, under the 
protection of a fond Indian mothw ; and, more* 
over, had the happiness of lodging with him in my 
arms one joyful night. Again we shifted our quar- 
ters, and when we had travelled eight or ten miles 
upon the snow and ice, came to a place where the 
Indians manufactured sugar, which they extracted 
from the maple trees. Here an Indian came to visit 
us, whom I knew, and could speak English. He 
asked me why I did not go to see my son Squire. 
I replied that I had lately been informed that he 
was dead. He assured me that he was yet alive, 
and but two or three miles oflp, on the opposite side 
of the lake. At my request he gave me the best 
directions he could to the place of his abode. I 
resolved to embrace the first opportunity that 
offered of endeavoring to search it out. While I 
was busy in contemplating this affair, the Indians 
obtained a little bread, of which they gave me a 
small share. I did not taste a morsel of it myself, 
but saved it all for my poor child, if I should be so 
lucky as to find him. At length, having obtained 
from my keepers leave to be absent for one day, I 
set oif early in the morning, and steering as well 
as I could, according to the directions which the 
friendly Indian had given me, I quickly found the 
place which he had so accurately marked out. I 
beheld, as I drew nigh, my little son without the 
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camp ; but he looked/ thought I, like a starved Md 
mangy puppy, that had been wallowing in the ashesi 
I took him in my arms, and he spoke to me these 
words, in the Indian tengne : "* Mother, are you 
come ? '^ I took him into the wigwam with me, an4 
observing a namber of Indian children in it, I dis* 
tribnted all the bread which I had reserved for my 
own child among them all, otherwise I shonld have 
given great offence. My little boy appeared to be 
very fond of his new moth^, k<^t as near me as 
possible while I staid, and when I told hhn I mnsi 
go, he fell as though he had been knocked down 
with a clnb. But^ having reconlSended faUn to tiie 
care of Him that made him, when the day was ftir 
spent, and the time would permit me to stay no 
longer, I departed, you raiay well suppose with a 
heavy load at my heart. The tidings I had irecdved 
of the death of my youngest dbild had, a little be> 
fore, been confirmed to me beyond a doubt; but I 
could not mourn so heartily for the deceased as for 
<he living child. 

When the ^nter broke up, we xemoved to St 
John's ; and through the ensuing summer our prin- 
cipal residence was at no great distance fh>m the 
fort at that place. In the n.ean time, however, my 
sister's husband, having Vccn out with a scouting 
i)arty to some of the English settlements, had a 
drunken frolic at the fort when he returned. His 
wife, who never got drunk, but had often experi- 
enced the ill dfocts of her husband's intemperance^ 
f<Ntring What the consequence might prove if he 



y Google 



0F UBB. JJBMIiU HOWE. ii 

Aould eome home in ^ morose and tnrbaletit hmiior, 
to avoid Mb insoleneo,: proposed that we should both 
retire, and keep out of the reach of it until the 
storm abated. We absconded, accordingly ; but it 
so happened that I returned and ventured into his 
presence before his wife, had presumed to come nigh 
him. I found him in: his wigwam, and in a surly 
mood ; and not being able to revenge upon his wif% 
because she was not at home, he laid hold of mOi 
tad hurried me to the fort, and, for a trifling con- 
idderation, sold me to a Frendi gentleman whose 
name was Saccapee. " 'Tis an^ ill wind certainly 
that blows nobody any good.- I had J)een with the 
Indians a year lacking fourteen days ; and if not 
for my sister, yet for me 'twas a lucky eircumstanoe 
indeed which thus at last, in an unexpected mommt, 
snatched me out of their cruel hands, and placed 
me beyond the reach of their insolent power. 

After my Indian master had disposed of me in 
flie manner related above, ani the moment of sober 
reflectfon had arrived, pereeivii^ thai the man who 
bought me had taken the ad vantage t of him in an 
unguarded hour, his resentment begftn to kindle^ 
and his indignation rose so high'tbatlhe threatened 
to kill me if he should meet me alone, or, if he 
eould not revenge himself thus, tiiat he would set 
fire to the fort. I was therefore secreted in an 
upper chamber, and the fort carefully guarded, until 
his wrath had time to cool. My service in the fam* 
ily to which I was now advanced wai perfect firee* 
dom in comparison of what it had been among the 
8 
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barbarous IndianB. My new master aad mistress 
were both as kind and generous towards me as I 
6onld any ways expect. I seldom asked a faror of 
either of them but it was readily granted ; in con^ 
sequence of which I had it in my power in many 
instanoes to administer aid and refireshment to the 
poor prisoners of my own nation who were brought 
into St. John's during my abode in the f&mUy of the 
above-mentioned benevolent and hospitable Sacca- 
pee. Yet even in this family such trii^ awaited 
me as I had little reason to expect ; but I stood in 
need of a large stock of prudence to enable me to 
encounter them. Must I tell you, then, that even 
the good old man himself, who considered me as his 
property, and likewise a warm and resolute son of 
his, at that same time, and under the same roof, be- 
came both excessively fond of my company ? so that 
between these two rivals — the father and the son 
— I found myself in a very critical situation in- 
deed, and was greatly embarrassed and perplexed, 
hardly knowing many times how to behave in such 
a manner as at once to secure my own virtue and 
the good esteem oi the family in which I resided, 
and upon which I was wholly dependent for my 
daily support. At length, however, through the 
tender compassion of a certain English gentleman,* 
tibe governor, De Yaudreuil, being made acquainted 
,with the condition I had fallen into, immediately 
ordered the young and amorous Saccapee, then an 
officer in the French army, from Ae field of Yenus 

* Colonel Peter Sehuyler, then a prisoner. 
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to the field of Mars, and at the same time also wrote 
a letter to his father, enjoining it npon him bj no 
means to suffer me to he abused, but to make my 
situation and service in his family as easy and de* 
lightful as possible. I was, moreover, under nn* 
speakable obligations to the governor npon another 
account* I had received intelligence from my daugh- 
ter Mary, the purport of which was, that there was 
a prospect of her being shortly married to a young 
Indian of the tribe of St. Francis, with wMch tribe 
she had continued from the beginning of her cap- 
tivity. These were heavy tidings, and added greatly 
to the poignancy of my other afSictions. However, 
not long after I had heard this melancholy news, an 
opportunity presented of acquainting that humane 
and generous gentleman, the commander-in-chief, 
and. my illustrious benefactor, with this affair also, 
who, in compassion for my sufferings, and to miti- 
gate my sorrows, issued his orders in good time, 
and had my daughter taken away from the Indians, 
and conveyed to the same nunnery where her sister 
was then lodged, with his express injunction that 
they should both of them together be well looked 
after and carefully educated, as his adopted chil* 
Area. In this school of superstition and bigotry 
they continued while the war in those days between 
France and Great Britain lasted ; at the conclusion 
of which war the governor went home to France, 
took my oldest daughter along with him, and mar- 
ried her to a French gentleman, whose name is Cron 
Louis. Be was at Boston with the fleet under 
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Coont d'Estaing, (1T78,) ae one of his clerks. Mj 
other daughter still continiiing in the nunnery, a 
considerable time had elapsed after my return from 
captivity, when I raietde a journey to Canada, resolv- 
ing to nse my best endeavors not to return without 
her. I arrived just in time to prevent her being 
'sent io France. She was to have gone in the next 
vessel that sailed for that place ; and I found it ex- 
tremely difficult to prevail with her to quit the nun- 
neiy and go home with me; yea, she^ absolutely 
refused ; and all the persuasions and arguments I 
could use with her were to no eflFect until after I 
had been to the governor and obtained a letter from 
him to the superintendent of the nuns, in which he 
threatened, if my daughter should not be immediately 
delivered into my hands, or could not be prevailed 
with to submit to my maternal authority, that he 
would send a band of soldiers to assist me in bring- 
ing her away. Upon hearing this, she made no fur- 
ther resistance ; but so extremely bigoted was she 
to the customs and religion of the place, tiiat, after 
all, she left it with the greatest reluctance and the 
m(>st bitter lamentations, which she continued a9 we 
passed the streets, and wholly refused to be conh 
forted. My good friend. Major Small, whom ir6 
met with on the way, tried all he could to console 
her, and was so very kind and obliging as to beat 
us company, and carry my daughter behind him on 
horseback. 

But I have run on a little before my story, for I 
have not yet informed you of the means and man- 
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ner of my own redemption, to the accomplishing of 
which, the recovery of my daughter, just mentioned, 
and the ransoming of some of my other children, 
several gentlemen of note contributed not a little ; 
to whose goodness, therefore, I am greatly indebted, 
and sincerely hope I shall never be so ungrateful as 
to forget. Colonel Schuyler, in particular, was so 
very kind and generous as to Advance two thousand 
seyen hundred livres to procure a ransom for myself 
and three of my children. He accompanied and 
conducted us from Montreal to Albany, and enter- 
tained us in the most friendly and hospitable man- 
ner a considerable time at his own house, and I 
believe entirely at his own expense. 

I have spun out the above narrative to a much 
greater length than I at first intended, and shall 
conclude it with referring you for a more ample and 
hriUiant account of the captive heroine who is the 
subject of it to Colonel Humphrey's History of the 
Life of General Israel Putnam, together with some 
remarks upon a few clauses in it. I never indeed 
bad the pleasure of perusing the whole of said hisr 
tory, but remember to have seen, some time ago, an 
extract from it in one of the Boston newspapers, in 
which the colonel has extolled the beauty, ^d good 
sense, and rare accomplishments of Mrs. Howe, the 
person whom he endeavors to paint in the most 
lively and engaging colors, perhaps a little too 
highly, and in a style that may appear to those who 
are acquainted with her to this day romantic and 
8* 
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extravagant ; and the colonel must needs have beed 
misinformed with respect to some particulars that 
he has mentioned in her history. Indeed, when I 
read the extract from his history to Mrs. Tate, 
(which name she has derived from a third hnsband, 
whose widow she now remains,) she seemed to be 
well pleased, and said at first it was all true, bat 
soon after contradicted the circumstanced of her 
lover's being so bereft of his senses, when he saw 
her moving off in a boat at some distance from thd 
shore, as to plnnge into the water after her, in con* 
sequence of which he was seen no more. It is tme, 
she said, that as she was returning from Montreal tcV 
Albany, she met with young Saccapee on the way ; 
that she was in a boat with Colonel Schuyler ; that 
the French officer came on board the boat, made her 
some handsome presents, took his final leave of her, 
and departed, to outward appearance in tolerable 
good humor. 

She moreover says that when she went to Canada 
for her daughter, she met with him again ; that b^ 
showed her a lock of her hair, and her name, like- 
wise, printed with vermilion on his arm. As to her 
being chosen agent to go to Europe, in behalf €>f 
the people of Hinsdale, when Colonel Howard ob- 
tained ^m the government of New York a patent 
of their lands on the west side of Connecticut River, 
it was never once thought of by Hinsdale people 
until the above-mentioned extract arrived among 
them, in which the author has inserted it ad dt Mis- 
ter of undoubt^ fact. 
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OBIGINAL) C. C. 

Among the marvellotis instftnces of cotirageons 
Tenture and good fortune which are presented to 
Bs in the history of the old days of Indian warfare, 
liothing^ is more remarkable than the following, 
which, while it is unquestionably true in substance, 
. hag never, so far as the relater knows, been pat in 
print. It has lain now fifty years in the memory 
ef the relater, who received it frotn men who had 
themselves burned gunpowder in Indian wars, and 
who were familiar with the stories, hardships, and 
sutferings of their own sires and grandsires* While 
80 many things have been recorded of that great 
fricEid, fighter, killer, and circumventor of Indians, 
it seems strange that the affair about to be related 
has hitherto escaped the attention of collectors. 

This Hilton had been for msmy years a.particular 
favorite among the red skins, having on various 
occasions done them good turns in their quarrels 
with one another. He bad also, much to their ad- 
vantage, at sundry times, stood their true friend in 

the traffic carried on Imt them with the pale fttces. 
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But circumstances changed, and Indians and set- 
tlers changed with them. In a time of war it was 
found by the former that air their plans were antici- 
pated and frnstrated, and all their stratagems baf- 
fled by the bravery, sagacity, and nntiring activity 
of their old friend Hilton. They therefore deter- 
mined, though sorrowfully, on capturing and killing 
him at all hazards. The aged chief, who held in 
grateful memory former days of intimacy, kindness, 
and friendship, with a lip tremuloos in spite of de- 
termination, and with an eye moistened in sorrow, 
though fixed and steady as d^ath, said aloud, in 
tones which never yet had failed of bringing to his 
cabin the scalps of the slain, "It must be done I 
Hilton, no longer the red man's friend — Hilton 
must die ! Warriors, ten of you, brave and saga- 
cious men, keen of sight and fleet of foot, go to the 
settlement, nor let me look on your faces again till 
you show me Hilton, living or dead ! Go, warriors, 
go!" 

This time, sure enough, the Indians got the start 
of Hilton. Passing the outposts unobserved, and 
eluding the vigilance of his videttes, they found 
hint, as they came in sight of the settlement, busily 
and unconcernedly engaged in hoeing corn in a field 
not far from the fort, while his trusty gun was seen 
leaning against a tree at some distance. 

Their plan was laid at once, which was, to pass 
around through the woods to a point nearest the 
gun, secure that, and then rush upon him and take 
him alive. In this they were successful ; beinjg 
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wholly nnobserved by the lookonte of the garrison 
as well as by him, whom alone they wanted to see, 
until the instant of their laying hands on his weap- 
on, when, rising to his full, great height orer a 
eorn hill, to which he had been stooping for the 
purpose of removing weeds, he beheld them ad* 
Taneing npon him. It was a critical moment. 

Bot Hilton had seen hard spots before, and had 
survived ; and it was his determination to do so in 
this case. Advancing towards them with a quick 
step and easy affability of manner, his hand being 
extended in &miliar greeting, " Oho ! my old friends," 
said he, "is it you? I am glad to see you — in- 
deed I am — and now what can I do for you ? Will 
you sit here while I go to the house and bring you 
out something good to eat and drink ? '' '* No, no I 
Hilton go with Indians —: quick, quick ! " said the 
tawny savages. "With all my heart," quoth he. 
^' Lead on, my good fellows. This is not the first 
time you and I have tramped the woods together. 
I see how it is — you want me to go and see my 
old firiend, your great chief. It is well ; I shall 
rejoice to see him once again." 

Thus glibly and unconcernedly he talked as they 
hurried along the forest path. 

At length, about six miles from the fort, or gar- 
rison, they came to a deserted log cabin, where, 
knowing that they had done their work so adroitly 
as to occasion no alarm in the settlement, they con- 
cluded to stop a while, take some food, and prepare 
themselves for a long march in the forest. 
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Completely deeeiTod and pat off their guard by 
tiid easy afability and complacent good htunor ck 
their captive, they carelessly entered the cabin, 
plaead their gans in a cornw at one end, and b^aa 
to busy themselTCS, some in preparations for cook- 
ingi and others in mending their moocasons, while 
others still stretched themselyes on a pile of straw 
in a distant comer, and went to sleep. Having 
securely fastened the door, and observed that the 
only other place of possible egress was an open 
window at the end near their own party, they gave 
themselves no trouble abont Hilton, who walked 
about sociably among them, chatted i^easantly, and 
inquired about their success in hunting, how many 
chlMren they had, and what changes had taken 
place i^ince be was last among them. In the same 
easy way he begged they would allow him to gratify 
his curiosity with a look, at their guns, which were 
now all standing togeth^ in a corner. To this 
they assented without hf)sitati(Mi. " Fine shooters, 
these, my good fellows," said he, as he took up and 
examined on^ after another. ** Glad to see you 
so well provided with thi^e hiU-deen ; and poip^der 
and balls, too ; are they plenty with you ? and flints, 
good I good I " And so be ran on. 

j^ut ^ Bftyaces, poor doomed wretches, did aol 
observe that when he set each gun down again in 
ite {4a^, he took eare to leave it eoekod ; for he 
ha4 soen that all vy^ive loaded and piim0d. 

At length, all being ready — the positifm of each 
man well marked by an ^ye whii^ never faltered in 
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jDonmite of danger — his fearless q>irit nerved to 
imusnal daring, and to the issue of risks in which 
a life was to be won by ten deaths — with the stem 
purpose of a man whose soul was filled with the 
certainty of one thing, namely, that either he or ten 
Indians must bite the dnst — oool in purpose, but 
quicker than lightning in action, he began. Bang I 
bang I bang! Down came a tall fellow — up sprang 
another from the straw, only to come down again 
with his death wound ; here reeled one to the wall, 
but gasped and fell ; there sprawled another, who 
had nearly clutched our hero ; another tumbled into 
ihe fire, on the coals of which he was broiling a 
piece of meat ; upon the head of another, who waa 
coming on too quick for him, he dealt a levdling 
blow with a gun, which had just sent lead through 
the heart of a brawny foe. And so with unshrink- 
ing purpose, a true eye, and a hand quicker than 
the lightning's flash, he either killed or disabled all 
but one. That one plunged through the open win- 
dow, and was soon lost in the thick shadows of the 
forest. He, after wandering many days, as was 
afterwards ascertained, and being near perishing by 
hunger, regained his tribe — the sole messenger of 
that terrible destruction which had come down upon 
his party on the very day of success. 

As for Hilton, he did not want for trophies of 
his prowess. The reader needs not be told what he 
did with the wounded, and may himself judge whether 
the little garrison would be willing to furnish hos- 
pital comforts to murderous savages*. The weapons 
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of death ho gathered up, took them on his shoulder, 
and without losing a hair of his head, marched in 
triumph to meet his friends, who by this time had 
discovered that he was missing from the $eld. . 

The reader will please to allow his imagination 
large scope, when he thinks of the rejoicings of 
young and old when Hilton told the story of his 
afternoon's work. 
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One of the earliest settlers arotrnd Lake Cham- 
plain was Colonel Edward Raymun. He under- 
stood the character and disposition of the natives 
of the forest, and lived with them in much harmony, 
frequently employing them to row him up and down 
the lake, as he had occasion. One stout fellow, by 
the name of Big Beab, had his wigwam at no great 
distance from the colonel's dwelling, and was often 
there. The colonel, having occasion to visit some 
distant shore of the lake, employed Big Bear to 
ifow him in his canoe. On their return, they passed 
near a high yet sloping ledge of rocks, on which lay 
lin immense number of rattlesnakes asleep and bask- 
ing in the sun. I'he Indian gave a penetrating look 
at the colonel, and thus inquired : " Raymun love 
fun ? '' " Yes," was the reply. " Well, then, Ray- 
mun have fun^ mind Indian, and hold a glum.'' So 
he rowed along, silent and slow, and cut a crotch 
stick from a bunch of hazels upon the bank. 
"Steady, now, hold a glum, Raymun," said he, as 
he clapped the crotch astride the neck of a serpent 
that was asleep close to the edge of the water. 
** Take um now, Raymun ; bold fass." The colonel 
tlien took hpld of the stick keeping the serpent 
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down/irlule Big Bear tied up a litile sadi: of pow* 
der, putting one end of a slow natck therein. He 
then made it fast to the snake's tail, and, touching 
fire to the match, gave orders to '' let nm go," at the 
same time pushing off from the shore ; the snake, 
beii^ liberated, crawled away to his den« The In- 
dian then immediately stood np, clapped his hands, 
niaklng as load a noise as possible, and thus rowied 
the serpents, who all in a moment disappeared. 
^ Now look, Baymnn, now look ; see fan,'' said be ; 
and in about a minute the powder exploded^ when 
there was, to be sure, fun aliye. The snakes, in 
thousands, coTcred the rocks, all hissing, rattling, 
twining, twirling, and jumping every way imagina- 
ble. Colonel Raymun burst into a loud laugh, that 
echoed across the lake, pleased alike at tbe success 
of the trick and the ingenuity of the sayage's iuTeor 
lion. But Big Bear, from the beginning to the end, 
was as graye us a judge, not moying a muscle, and 
not haying the leaat show of risibility in his coun- 
i^nance. This is truly characteristic of the Amer- 
ican aborigines; what causes the exeitiibility of 
laughter in others has no effect upon them ; tbqr 
may loye fun, but neyer, in the smallest degree, ex- 
hibit that character in their looks* 
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AU£If^ Of VSBKK»^ KOW IK TBS MASDB Q¥ HENBT STB- 
FHSVSji ^B^-} OP BAlU«Br,.Vr. IBA ^LI'EN WAS A BBOTBEK 
OF THE CELEBRATED COLONEL STHAN ALLEN. 

1716. 

HbI and Mrs. Mcl&dpe were ftom Scotland, and 
bad twa daughters aboat twestj-foar years of age. 
The old lady and her dai^bters used to amose aae 
by telKttg many frightfnl stories respiting ghosts, 
apparitions, &c., appeariag to peo{de in Scotland; 
amongst which* were many storks respecting an old 
woman appearing without a head. One eveaing^ I 
<4iaUenged the old' woman without a head, and all 
tiie ghosts, to meet me at any time and place they 
chose. This exceedingly alarmed my honest land^ 
lady and daughters, and they all seemed exoeeding 
anxixms for my safety, for being so presumptuouii ifts 
to make such a challenge, and not doubting bat th»t 
I should meet with diliculty th« first time t should 
be belated in the woods. The next day I feuna * 
part of my hogs bad strayed away and beeome wild ; 
with all the art I had, I could not get Aem so g«»- 
tie that I could apraroach them till near dark, at 
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which time I was at least three miles in the wilder- 
ness. There was then a snaw on the ground about 
four inches deep. I made the best of my way to 
gain a footpath from ^iSi. Mclntire's to a beaver 
meadow. In the way I passed a thicket of hemlock, 
nnder which it was dark. I cut a staff abont three 
feet long, to defend my eyes from limbs that might 
come in my fkce. In this way I foimd the footpath. 
In this several loads of hay had been carried from 
the meadow to the honse, which had mixed the 
leaves and snow, so that I coold discover the foot- 
path for twenty rod& before me. Then, for the first 
time that night, I thought of the old woman with- 
out any head ; at which I had a hearty langh, think- 
ing whether I shonld tnm out if she met me in 
that narrow path. I thought no more of the matter 
till I had walked abont one mite, when, to my no 
small surprise, at about eight rods' distance, I dis- 
covered in the path the perfect ap))earance of a 
woman without a head ; her shoulders, waist, ams 
akimbo, her hands on her hips, woman's clothes, twd 
feet below were in perfect shape before me; all 
which I viewed with astonishment 

I reasoned to myself — Is this appearance fi<iti- 
tious or real 7 If the God of nature authorizes aj^- 
ritions, then there is no flying from them. What 
injury can they possibly do me? I have promised 
jGuthfully not to flinch at any such appearance ; I 
will see it out. On this determination I kicked the 
snow away, that I might know where I made the 
discovery, and advanced with my cane in hand for 
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a. blov as soon as I arrived nesii enotigb. With 
trembling approacbea I came wil^in abont thirty 
yaardsy before I discoyered the cause of such an ap- 
pearance. . The focts were, that a tree had been 
broken by the windj leaving a stump, which the 
woodcocks had pecked the. bark from in that shape 
BO long that the wood had become wMtisL The 
bark of the other part had fallen off. The dark- 
ness of the night prevented me from seeing the 
darker color, while the bright snow shone from 
the other part of the stump, forming the size and 
figure of a headless woman. To satisfy myself, I 
went back to where I had kicked away the snow, 
and the old woman again appeared in perfect shape. 
I occasionally passed that place afterwards, but not 
at a time when such an opportunity could be discov- 
ered. Had I been frightened, and run away, I might, 
like others, have believed in spectral appearances* 
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ATI'ACK UPON NUMBER FOUR. 

(flffABI.HHIMWH, M. H.) 

1747. 

Xv the latter end of Ifsrch, Captain Phineas Ste- 
vens, who eommanded a ntnging company of thirty 
men, came to Number Fonr, the place now called 
Oharlestown* It had been garrisoned by the small 
force of six men ; bnt eren these had deserted it in 
the prerions winter, and for two months it was en- 
tirely destitute of oocnpants. Captain Sterens, 
finding the fort entire, determined to keep posses- 
sion of it. He had not been there many days when 
he was attacked by a very large party of French 
and Indians, commanded by M. Debeline. The 
dogs, by their barking, discovered that the enemy 
were near, which caused the gate to be kept shut 
beyond the usual 6me. One man went out to make 
discovery, and was fired on, but returned with a 
slight wound only. The enemy, finding that they 
were discovered, arose from their concealment, and 
fired at the fort on all sides. The wind being high, 
they set fire to the fences and log houses, till the 
fort was surrounded by flames. Captain Stevens 
took the most prudent measures for his secarity, 
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keeping every veesel flill of water, and Hgfpog 
trenches under the walls in several places, so that 
a iiian mtj^t creep throqgk and eictittgaish any fire 
which might catch on the ontside'of the walls. The 
fire of the fences did not reach A» fort, nor did th^ 
flamai^ ari^ws which they inces»uitly shot against 
It take effect Having continued this mode of 
attack for two days^ accompanied wi^ hideous 
shouts and yells, they prepared a wheel carnage^ 
loaded with dry fagots, to .be pnahed before them, 
tint they might set fire to tbe fort. Before they 
proceeded to this operation, they desMnded a cessik 
Hon of arms till the son rising, wi&ck was granted. 
In the morning, Debeline oame vp with fifty men 
and a flag of tnno, which he stack in the groaad* 
He demanded a parky, which was agreed to. A 
French offioer, with a soldier and an Indian, thea 
advanced, and pn^KMSd tiiat the garriaoa ebonld 
bind up a. quantity of jnx^vidons with their blan* 
kets, and, haying laid down their arms, should be 
condueted prisoners to Montreal. Another pro- 
posal was, that tho two commanders should meet, 
and that hn answer diould th^i be given. Stevens 
met the Fr^ch commander, who, without i^aititig 
for an answer, b^gan to enforce his proposal by 
threatening to storm the fort and put every man to 
death, if they should refuse his terms and kill one 
al his men. Stevens answered that he could hearken 
to no terms till the last extr^nity ; that he was isr 
trusted with the defence of the fort» and was dotiiv 
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mined to maintain it till he should be convinced 
that the Frenchman could perform what he had 
threatened. He added that it was poor encourage- 
ment to surrender, if they were all to be put to the 
Bword for killing one man, when it was probable 
they had already killed more. The Frenchman 
replied, " 60 and see if your men dare to fight any 
longer, and give me a quick answer/' Steveng 
returned and asked his men whether they would 
fight or surrender. They unanimously determined 
to fight. This was immediately made known to the 
enemy, who renewed their shouting and firing all • 
that day and night. On the morning of the third 
day they requested another cessation for two hours^ 
Two Indians came with a flag, and proposed that if 
Stevens would sell them provisions, they would witii- 
draw. He answered that to sell them provisions 
for money was contrary to the law of nations ; but 
that he would pay them five bushels of corn for 
every captive for whom they would give a hostage, 
till the captive could be brought from Canada. 
After this answer a few guns were fired, and the 
enengr were seen no more. 

In this furious attack from a starving enemy, no 
lives were lost in the fort, and two men only were 
wounded. No men could have behaved with more 
intrepidity in th6 midst of sueh threatening danger. 
An express was immediately despatched to Boston, 
and the news was there received with great joy. 
Commodore Sir Charles Enowles was so highly 
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pleased with the conduct of Captain Stevens that 
he presented him with a valuable and elegant sword, 
as a reward for his bravery. « From this circnm- . 
stance the township, when it was incorporated, took 
the name of Charlestown. 
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THB INDIANS AT WAR: THEIR USAGES 
AND CUSTOMS. 

FBOX THE ^'NATDBAL AMD CIVIL mSIOST OF TEBMOSTTy^ BT 
8AMUEL WILLIAMS, LL. D. 

The civil regulations of the savages vere all de- 
signed to qualify and prepare tbem for war. Among 
the causes that led to this, an opposition of interests 
was the most common and powerful. No people 
ever had more clear or more just ideas of their own 
rights and property than the Indians. They not 
only understood their own personal rights, but they 
were perfectly well acquainted with the rights and 
property that were vested in the tribe. Each tribe 
claimed the soil in their own domains. This right 
ivas viewed as complete, perfect, and exclnsive — 
such as entitled them to the full and entire posses- 
sion, and to oppose by force and violence all en- 
croachments upon the soil or game in* any part of 
their territories. The bounds of these territories 
were extensive and ill defined. Real or supposed 
encroachments and injuries were constantly taking 
place. Hence arose innumerable subjects of dis- 
pute and controversy, which easily inflamed the 
fierceness of the savage temper, and brought on 
mutual injuries, reproaches, hostilities, and war. tn 
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We BttiAe tsmt 0f tiie Indian l^ibde iri^re fomid* 

ntt^kMiriiig ttSben^ 1?»>in this ^andd lu-oed mMt of 
HMfir imreta^te ud perpetoal irars. 

lie ioftnatr iii wliick the l^ditAS ^trry on Umk^ 
wm^ is t«r)r difiiMftt finm liilt of iritiiizdl nutionft. 
Td defend liH^iiiflelves dgaiiu^ aa end&rf tbejr hav« 
lid lather Jbrtsficatiott but ism in^g^t Idskd of fer- 
iam§, n^eb iftie]r<^la<»uM0 w Im. It eonBifited 
0t ft fi^nar^, witbont b«iti<»ffii^ swrMikdidd irith pM 
iiidea. This wii« eirectcd w%t^*e lli^ m66t ^onBtdeb 
tHAt timmtor «f th^ Itibe resided, ti6A iNui detiga«d 
U kn ttiyitttti for ONSit iM fiM^> tleH* itr^DtaMiii ftUd 
«l(ildr«i^, i^hile tbe rait of Hie Itibe wer^ gM« <mt 
10 i*^ar. Tbe weapons ^ tbe I^diiMi irefe a dub 
Wiide of )a^A trood, a bow and art^oWi thm aanaed, 
%li« In#an takes with him a small iratg of eok:'n, and 
In GOmpfettiiy eqni|>ped foi' a oampaign. When bo 
McOi the field) it is with saefa a ntmybor of wattfoii 
Mibe ti'ibe can s&pplfi Dlifteg Alrtr mai^tsh thejr 
n^e dispersed in stragglkg ootiffpantesj that tta«gr ma;f 
beHter ^sspi^y them»rtteit by hunting. Wbiem th<^ 
f^zioaeh nea^ to ^ imemli^s* frontieri^, tiieit troo)iB 
Mite moM eoliectie^d ; aA is then caationi stratagem, 
mmi^, and ambnseado. ti^r employment m 
Mnto^ has Mknght thomigreat add^^eds and i^gitanee 
fk following and snrprisliig tfie gamo. Th^ mode 
trf .war is ^ same as that ^ hunting. Witii great 
ingenuity they will find and follow the ttack of 
4lHlar enemies ; with a ««irprising t>»tienoe and pef- 
■ip reiaa oe they 1411 witit for tte moimut when they 
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ted him the leaat able to drfend himself ; and when 
they can find an enemy unprqmred« they make tiieir 
attack with great, fury and with pretty sure saccess* 
In their battles they always endeavar to secure 
themsd^es behind the trees or rocks^ and never 
meet ti^efar enemy in the opm field, or npon eqnal 
tttrms, if they ean avoid it. The method of the 
Bnropeans^ of deciding a battle in the open field, 
they regard as exiareme folly and want of pmdenoe* 
Their established maxims are, to obtain a superior* 
ity in situation, numbers, concealm^t, or some other 
eireumstance, before the battle ; in this way to pre- 
serve tho lives of their own party, and destroy their 
enemies>with as little loss as possible to themselves. 
A victory obtained with the loss of many of their 
own party is a matter of grief and disgrace, rather 
than t>f exultation ; and It is no honor to £etll in the 
field of battle, but viewed rather as. an evidence of 
a want of wisdom, discernment^ and circumspection. 
When the attack is to be made, nothing can exceed 
the courage and impetuosity of the savage. The 
Ctneet begins with a general outcry, terminating in a 
universal yell. Of all the sounds that discord has 
produced, the Indian war whoop is the most awful 
and horrid. It is designed.and adapted to increase 
the ardor of those who make the attack, and to 
carry terror and horror into the feelings of those 
<m whom the attack is made. The Indians immedi- 
ately come forward, and begin the scene of outrage 
and death. All \a then a scene of fury, impetuosify, 
and vei^jeanoe. So great is the rage of the savage 
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tiiat he has do r^ard to disoij^iAe, sabordinatioii, 
and order. Beyenge takes an entire possession of 
his sonl ; forgetM of Kll order, regardless of diseir 
pUne and danger, he aims only to batcher and de- 
stroy. If the Indians remain masters of the field, 
ihey always strip and scalp the dead. Leaving the 
bodies of their enemies naked, nnbnried, and often 
mangled, they carry off the plunder and scalps, and 
make a very swift and sndden retreat. Upon their 
approach to their own tribe, a herald is sent for- 
ward to announce the event ; the tribe is collected, 
and the conquerors make their entry with their en- 
signs of Iriumph ; the scalps, stretehed upon a bow, 
and elevated upon a pole, are carried before themi 
as the tokens of their valor and success, and monu- 
mjsnts of the vengeance they have inflicted upon the 
enemies of their country. 

The prisoners which they have taken make an 
importaht part of their triumph. The savages are 
anxious to take as many of these a$ possible. Dur- 
ing their march, they are generally treated with a 
degree of humanity and kindness ; but the greatest 
care is taken to prevent their escape. Whm they 
%rrive at the place, of their destination, the old men, 
women, and children of the Indian tribe form them- 
selves into two lines, through which the prisoners 
must run the gantlet to the village. If the prisoner 
is young, active, and a good runner, he makes his 
way through the lines without receiving much injury. 
If he is weak, old, and infirm, he receives much dam- 
i^e by the blows, stripes, and bruises laid upon hini. 
10 
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When tliifl scene is finished, the ^Hsoners are ti^t- 
ducted to the village, treated with apparent gMd 
hnmbr, and fed as well as the Indians' fkre adtHitS; 

T6 the village thus tosembled the head Watrit» 
of the party relates every particular of the expedh 
tiOn. When he mentions their losises, a bitter griief 
And sorr'oir appears in the whole assembly. Wfa^ 
h^ pronounces the names of th<e dead, their wives, 
relations, and friends put forth the ihost bitfei> 
cArieks and cries. Bat Ufo one asks aUy qui^stloh, «r 
Interrupts the speaker with any inqtrtry. The teSl 
ceremony is to proclaim the titioff. BVefy ittdt 
f idual forgets his own tdss afad misfovtone, aird j6&M 
1ft the trltttaph of his natiou. Hieir tears cease, aM 
ti^ith one of the most nuaccoatitafole traiisitiofts !h 
human nature, they pass at once from the Mtteinl^ 
of sorrow to all the extrttVagkncd of jtyf. T^ 
whole Concludes with a savage fefest, song^, tind 
dance. 

•The fate of the prisoners is neit tb btJ defeMbSI. 
I'he elders and chiefs assemble and *^era'te e6ii- 
cething their destiny.- The womien tod chiiai^en^i^ 
disposed 6f according to the pleasure xjf theii' Sap- 
tors ; but they tire seldom or never put to tbrtui* 
6t death. Of the men, some ieire appointed td Mp- 
))ly the places of isuch Indians ts havfe fkltein ih 
battle. These are delivered tb their flriends "iitfril 
irelations, and if they are received by them, fte^ 
haVe no sufferings to fear ; they are adoplfed tttb 
the femily, and succeed to all the priviiegtes of thte 
deceased, and are esteemed as h'iends, brotheM, IbM 
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fidiitliM into tli€i Mkfl% dr if tfiic^y if 6 destSnM «6 



A fiftake ift ix^ finrnil^ ih {hi& piMtid ) at tb6 fis- 
*ttAc6 of eight or ten feet, dry vood, leate*, iiiid 
fSigk>t8 arig traced in a iifircl^ T^omnA the stiike, aftd 
the whole Tillage is collected, to beiir their pari in 
ttie tragedy whieh is to ^iiHe. The pridon^rk led 
fo the stake, and tied to it by his hands, in \mh a 
lisatkner that M may tnote fteely round it. Fire ii 
get to the wood, that, as it ri!ins round tbe circle, 
thie ttnhaf^y tfctim may be forced to rnn the saiM 
way. As tbe SutfiBrings of the prisoner begin t6 
Ifeeome severe, the a(iiglamations of the spectators 
commence. The men, women, imA children striTC 
i& €iceed each oth^ in finding ont new and keener 
toe&ods of torm^t Some ap^Iy red hot irons, 
Mdiers stat^ and cnt wtth their knives^ others mangle 
iffiA IMT off the fiesh ; oth^ l^in bite 6fif the 
mtUt wvft jeitets, or ti#lKt and tear the sinetrs. Er^f 
itp^sHm and 4egr^ oif cna^It^r tiiat savage rancor 
and revenge can invent and apply is tried ttpon the 
irtilchei Miisrer; but great care is taken that the 
Tital f»dt^ inay not be so injwu^d as to briiig 1M 
loxMmis <0f Ae tii&tiSA to a speedy eud. M 'ftH 
lietrid timnilk^, tAfe mOemc is tkbdauMed ^iM W 
ire|Ad« Ho retiSes md Jnsnltl» hte ««)rtneii«^^ E» 
accnses them of cowardice, flteamneii, aHid 'wmt 9t 
9fifiait ) As il^oramt, ««8kilfkd, mi desiil^t^ «f itrge- 
iMftir aAfl hiraitiofti in Urn Ut ^ lonoiiiiAig. N<M 
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ft groan, a sigh, a tear, or a sorrowfiil look, is suf- 
fered to escape him. To insult his tormentors, to 
display andannted and unalterable fortitade in this 
dreadful situation, is the most noUe of all the tri.- 
omphs of the warrior. With an nnaltered counte- 
nance, and with the decisive tone of dignity and 
superior importanee, the hero proceeds with great 
calmness to sing the song of his death : — 

" Intrepid and brave, I feel no pain and I fear no 
torture. I have slain, I have conquered, I have 
burnt mine enemies, and my countrymen will avenge 
my blood. Ye are a nation of dogs, of cowards, 
and women. Ye know; not how to conquer, to suf- 
fer, or to torture. Prolong and increase my tor^ 
ments, that ye may learn frojn my example how to 
suffer and behave like men/' 

With such unconquerable magnanimity and fi>rtt- 
tude the sufferer perseveres, under every m^hod of 
torment and torture. Wearied with qpielty, and 
tired with tormenting a man whose fortitude they 
cannot move, one of the chiefs, in a rage, conclud^ 
the scene by knocking the prisoner on the head, or 
stabUng him to the heart. 

These scenes, however, were not common. They 
seem to have been a kind of lK>nor reserved for the 
warriors, and were the trials of their courage and 
fortitude ; and nothing was ^teemed more base and 
ignominious than to shrink from them, or to show 
any sense of fear or pain under them. 

When the prisoners were adopted into the tribe 
of the oonquorors, nothing could exceed the kind* 
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ness and affection with which they wer6 treated, 
All distinction of tribes was forgatten; they held 
the same rank as the deceased person whose place * 
they filled, and were treated with all the tenderness 
due to the Imsband, the brother, the child, or friend ; 
and it was generally the case that the savages avQid- 
ed abuse and cruelty to the women and children that 
fell into their hands. 

The Indian method of carrying on a'war was so 
contrary to the maxims and customs of all civilized 
nations, that some of the European writers, judging 
from tiieir own customs, have concluded it was 
founded on cowardice, and arose from an, ignoble 
and timid spirit, afraid to meet its opposers on equal 
ground, and depending wholly on craft, and not at 
all on courage and firmness of mind. No conclu- 
sion was ever farther from the truth. When placed 
in a critical and dangerous situation, no people ever 
discovered more valor, firmness, and intrepidity* 
When subdued, an Indian was never known to ask 
for his life. When compelled to suffer, the Indian 
bore it with a steadiness, a fortitude, and a magna- 
nimity unknown to all other nations, and of which 
there are no examples in the histoid of war. His 
method of war did not arise from a senae and fear 
of danger ; he was well acquainted, and always in 
the midst of this; but it arose from his situation 
and employment, and was perfectly well fdapted to 
it* From his situation and employment as a hunter, 
he acquired the art of ambuscade and surprise ; and 
the method with which he could best Bucceed ia 
10* 
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taking his gmne he found to be the most SHeoesalbl 
to insnare and oyercome his eaemy. The flHoation 
and state of the coontry, orerspread wi<h thlbk fer- 
eete, led to the same method. The sitnation of the 
tribe, scattered and dispersed in Ae woods, sagi- 
gested the same idea. The method of fighting 
eonld not be in tiie open fields, but among the trees ; 
and he wisely placed* the point of honor in the pub- 
lic good, where the prospect and probability of his 
success lay. Had the honor of the Indian warrior 
been placed in courting fame and Tictory im the 
open field, the whole tribe would have been de* 
stroyed by the effusion of blood that must have 
succeeded. His maxims, therefore, were better 
chosen, and they were such as every circumstance in 
his situation and employment naturally led him to ; 
not in a useless ostentation of daring courage and 
boldness, but in the public utility and advantage. 
So far as an enterprise depended on secrecy, subtfe- 
ty, smrprise, and impetuosity, the Indian method of 
war seems to have been fully equal to the Buropean. 
The Spaniards, tiie French, the English, and the 
States <tf America have had many and painful proofii 
of their address and prowess in this method. But 
when a fort was erected, or a small fortification to 
be carried, the Indian method of war wholly foiled. 
Neither their arms, their arts, nor their customs 
were of Ay avail here. Wholly unacquainted with 
the art <rf fortification, they eould neither erect nor 
take a fort of any strength. When the Etoopeani 
had* <mee got possession of any part of 4Jieir eoun* 
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try, and erected a small fortificati<m in iheir ienri- 
tories, they held it by a sure possession. The sar- 
iB^es were wholly unable to dispossess them by thdr 
method of war, and nothing was left for th€»n but 
to retreat fartiicr into thiS forests. In this way the 
English and French were making constant adyances 
kito their country ; and 4bmr ftrt of war afforded 
them no sufficient means either to prevent or to 
redress it. ^t when the Soropeans foU»wed them 
into the woods, where tbdr strength and art might 
be employed to advantage, the Indians generally 
Borprised and d^eated their armies, with great 
havoc and sknghter. 



y Google 



A WITCH STORY OF OLDEN TIME, 

QBIODfAL. A. C. ' 

It is sometimes cmioiis to recall to mind stories 
which were beliered and currently reported a hun- 
dred and more years ago by the sturdy founders of 
our nation, who, though men fit to grap|:de with all 
earthly dangers, to fight the bloody Indians, or the 
wild beasts of the forest, were, notwithstanding, 
affected with many little weaknesses. Among these 
may be mentioned pai^tieularly a fear of the super- 
natural, to which agency they ascribed every strange 
or unusual occurrence. 

Tlie following incident was related to the writer 
by a descendant of the principal actor in the affair. 

About the year 1740, a certain man by the name 
of Jones built a house for himself and family in a 
clearing he had cultiyated in the middle of the State 
of New Hampshire. The family having moved into 
tiie house, a single week sufficed to prove that the 
house was haunted. Strange noises were heard 
throughout the house, and whenever any one dared 
to open his eyes at the " still and witching hour of 
midnight," startling and inexplicable sights were 
seen. The family naturally became much alarmed, 
and dared not remain longer in the house. These 
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fiiete, being- noised abroad, excited si great deal of 
remark and wonderment. Some proposed to have 
the epirits exorcised; bat a man named Turner 
finally offered his services to quell the disturbance, 
and clear the house of its ghastly visitants. He 
declared that he cared for nothing earthly or nn* 
earthly; so, both for the purpose of proving his 
bravery and of ascertaining the cause of the dis- 
turbance, it was determined that he should sleep in 
the house, and see the matter through. 

The family of Mr. Jones departed on a visit to 
their friends, and in came Turner to sleep as agreed. 
The house was of one story, consisting of a kitchen, 
sitting room, and bed room on ihe ground floor, and 
an unfurnished loft above, reached by a ladder. On 
the night in question, Turner, having replenished 
the fire in the enormous fireplace — one of those 
comfortable fireplaces which an old-fashioned kitchen 
always contained, and which occupied nearly the 
whole of one side of the room— Turner, I say, 
having rolled on some togs, sat a while in the chim- 
ney comer, his elbows resting on his knees, as he 
gazed at the burning brands. Tongues of flame 
leaped from the smoking logs, and whirled away up 
the chimney ; and their roaring, as they disap- 
peared, seemed 'changed to unearthly tones — now 
soft and musical, now hoarse and low, like distant 
thunder. The roaring of the wind among the pines 
near by mingled with that of the fire^ and increased 
the excitement of Turner's imagination. Strange 
shapes appeared to rise from the flames, and nod 
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wd bf«ndidi tbeir arms aroond, (hea smk, oolf Is 
be sneoeeded by otbere still m<Mre ftarfuL TIm> tt^ 
fid gleams cast a ghastly light over the remoter 
partg-of the room. The shadowa on the wdU joiaed 
bands, and moved around in aolemn silence. 

Tomer sat in his lonely revery until the sticks he 
bad thrown upon the fire were nearly eomramed, and 
the flames were just dying away ; then, rou^ig up, 
be bethought himeelf of his old reputation for oour' 
age. Bather than be ^q;K>Bed to the sneers of hi§ 
neighbors^ he was ready to meet ten thousand ghosts. 
He threw on some fresh fiiel, and went to bed. 

The bedroom opened immediately out of thd 
kitchen, where he had been sitting. Leaving the 
door open, he li^ down to sleep, and remained uodia* 
turbed till about midnigliit, when a slight noise erased 
him to open his eyes. Looking through the open 
door into the kitchen, he beheld, with momentary 
horror, a cat sitting on the hearth and gazing dire- 
fully at him with eyes like two balls of fire, as large 
as a man's fist Turner was re^ly a brave man. 
He quickly expelled from his bosom the first traee 
of twror, and prepared as quickly to expel his un^ 
welcome guest 

Creeping carefully from the bed to the fireplace/. 
— the cat turning all the wl^ile so as to &c% him,-^ 
he snatched a huge fire ahovel, with a handle four 
feet in length, and aiming a blow at the horrid beast 
before him, struck it with force suffici^ent to kill aioj 
thing of earthly mould. Strange to .s^y, bowever^ 
tiie shovel refunded from the cat in a wonderful 
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nuuiacap^ iKimaat ijiiig from Turner's haii^ It naa 
like beating a large mass of India rubber. Noihr 
log daunted, be laid on still harder, until by dint 
of oft-r^pei^t0d. blows tbe monster was pushed Mar 
the outer door, when one more tremendona stroke 
mxt the ai^J^al airafght through the middle g^ the 
oaken planks, whidb clofed up as before. Turner 
iQ^tantly ipraog tp the latch and opened the door ; 
biit, wonderliil tp relaie, nothing wad m sights He 
looked to the right and he looked to the left ; but 
nothing couldi be seen or heafd savre tibe tall piiie^ 
trees waving and roaring in. the stormy blast. 
. Going to the barn before breakfasl^ to attend to 
tbe stock of the fiirm, he was surprised to find. that 
a proinifling calf wajs missing* The barn wae con- 
flicted tight and aecure, and all the doors were 
closed^ No i]^e of egress could be discoyerod^ 
HowfY.^, as a forlorn hope, he searched the pastmre 
near by, where he soon heard the faint bleating of % 
calf/ He followed the sound, and was led to a log, 
to aU mftpearanoe sound Md solid* This puzzled l^m ( 
but he quickly brought an aze and wedges, and with 
their aid the log was forced to reveal its secrets.. 
The calf was found nicely packed in a eavity the 
rize of its body. Out it jumped, glad to be released 
from captivity. On a minute examination. Turner 
discovered a knot hole in the side of the bam, lined 
with hair, through which it was evident to all the 
neighbors — who came in crowds to examine the 
place — that the animal was drawn* We may remark 
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ilMtt the nnfortanate calf nerer thrived afterwards, 
but died soon after, in great pain. 

Bnt we hare not finished oar story yet. In the 
coarse of the forenoon, having occasion to go to 
mill, aboat five miles distant, Tomer set off with 
horse and rieigh. < When he Had passed abont half 
tiiis distance, he reached the honse of a neighbor, 
whom he saw standing iii the door. The man b^ged 
Tarner to step in and see his grandmother, who, he 
said, was taken suddenly ill in the night. On going 
in, what was his amazement to find the old lady 
black and bine from head to foot, as if severely 
braised in some unasnal manner. 

The mystery was here solved. No donbt the old 
woman was the witch who abstracted the calf, and 
shot it up by her wonderful art in the 1<^. No 
doubt it was she also who, in the form of a cat, dis- 
turbed the house of Mr, Jones, and was driven out 
by Turner with such vigor. 

The old woman died the same day. After this 
night we may conclude nothing ever again disturbed 
the haunted house. 
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BAKER'S RETREAT. 

FB0M TH£ B£T. GKAMT FOWERS^S <*HIB101tT OF THE 0000 
COUNTEY," 

Much discussion has arisen at different times in the 
county oi Coos, N. H., in relation to the origin of the 
name of Baker's River. It was called by that name 
when the first settlers came on, and it was called so 
in the journal of Captain Powers, in 1754. The 
following tradition, which has come down from the 
earliest settlement, seems fully to explain the source 
from which the name was derived. 

' It is said that while Massachusetts was claiming 
the province of New Hampshire, prior to the old 
French war, Massachusetts sent a Captain Baker, 
from old Newbury, at the head of a company, to 
ferret out the Indians, who had their encampment 
somewhere upon the waters of the Pemigewasset. 
Baker procured a friendly Indian, who led them to 
Plymouth, in New Hampshire. When Baker and hig 
party had arrived on these meadows, the friendly 
Indian signified it was now time for every man to 
gird up his loins ; and they did so, moving forward 
with all possible circumspection. When they had 
ireached the south bank of Baker^s ]$iver, near its 
11 (Ml) 
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jmietion with the Pemigewflsset, tb^ discoyered the 
Indians on the north bank of Baker's Hirer, sport- 
ing in great nnmbers, secure, as thej supposed, from 
the mnskets of all ^ pale fiaces.^ Baker and his men 
diose their position, and opened a tremendous fire 
npon the Indians, which was as sndden to them as a 
clap of thnnder. Many of the sons of the forest 
fell in death in the midst of their sports. But the 
living disappeared in an mstant, and ran to call in 
their hnnters. Baker and bis men lost no time in 
orossing the river in search of booty* They {owaA 
a rioh store of fars deposited in holes dng into the 
baidk fit the river horiaKmtally, in the manner bank 
'Swallows make their holes* Having destroyed their 
wigwams and captnred their fors, Baker oardered a 
retreat, fearing that they would soon retnrn in too 
great force to be resisted by his single company. 
And the Indians were fally mp to his apprehensions ; 
for, notwithstanding Buker retreated with all expe- 
dition, the Indians collected, and were np with them 
when they had reached a poplar plain in Bridge- 
water, a little south of Walter Webster^s tavern. 
A smart skirmish ensued, but the Indians were re- 
pulsed with loss. Notwithstanding this, the friendly 
Indianitflvised Baker and his men to use all dili- 
gence in their retreat ; for he said their number 
would increase every hour, and that they would 
return to the attack. 

Aeoordingly Baker pressed on the retreat with 
all possible despatch, and did not allow his men to 
take refreshment after the battle. But when they 



y Google 



BAKU'S fiBTfiBAT. 123 

came into New Chester, haying crossed a stream, 
his men were, exhausted, through abstinence, forced 
marches, and hard fighting ; and they resolved they 
could go no &rther without food, saying to their 
commander they " might as well fall by the toma* 
hawk as by famine/^ The captain acquiesced, and 
ffaey prepared 4o -refis^sh tbemselves ; but here wu 
a call for Indian stratagem. The friendly Indian 
told every man to build as many fires as he could in 
a given time ; for the Indians, If they pursued them, 
would judge of their numbers by the numb^ of 
their fires. He told them, also, that each man should 
make him fo^ or five crotcbed Btieks, and use them 
all in roasting a single piece of pork ; then leave 
an equal number of wooden forks around each 
fire, and the Indians would infer, if they came up, 
that there were as many of the English as there 
were forks, and Ihis might turn them back. The 
Indian's counsel was followed to the letter, and the 
company moved on with fresh ^ed. The Indians, 
however, came up while their fires were yet burn- 
ing, and, counting the fires and forks, the warriors 
whooped a retreat, for they were alarmed at the 
number of the English. Baker and his men were 
mo longer annoyed by those troublesome attendants ; 
And he attributed their preservation to the counsel 
of tbe friendly Indian, 
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DESTRUCTION OF THE INDIAN VILLAGE 
OF ST. FRANCIS. 

FBOM WnXUMS'S HmXAT OF vbumont. 

1769. 

Ik the year 1759 it was thongbt best to make the 
enemy feel the force and resentment of the English 
colonies. The Indians had not as yet discontinued 
their attempts to disturb and distress the frontiers. 
Among these tribes, none had been more bloody and 
cniel than that of St. Francis. Their village' wag 
situated on the south side of the Biyer St. Law- 
rence, not far from Trois Rivieres. So early as the 
year 1708, the Governor of Canada had drawn ofif 
a large number of Indians from Penobscot, Nor- 
ridgewock, Saco, Pigwacket, and other parts of the 
eastern country, and settled them at Be^ancour and 
St. Francis. By uniting them with the Indians of 
Canada, he meant to procure a force sufficient to 
protect their own frontiers, and to have fdways in 
reserve a body of savages well acquainted with the 
English frontiers, and the most favorable times and 
places' of carrying desolation among them. The 
event justified his expectations. From none of the 
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Lidian tribes had the provinces of Nov BampsMre 
and Massachnfietts suffered so much as from the say* 
ages of this village and tribe. They made their 
incuraions through the Biver St. Francis to Lake 
Memphremagog, and from thenee down Gonnecticiit 
Biver to the English settlements^ and had been mueh 
distinguished by the slaughter and destruction thej 
had ^read among the advanced settiements, by the 
number of their scalps and captives, and by the 
enormity of their cruelty and barbarity. 

Major Bog^s was appointed by (general Amherst 
to manage an excursion against this barbarous tribe, 
and to carry the horrors of war into the midst of 
Canada. Sogers was from the province of New 
Hampshire. He commanded a company so early as 
the year 1755, ^nd had become so famous for the 
number, boldness, and success of his enterprises, 
that Lord Loudon had set him at the head of the 
ranging companies, put him upon the British estab- 
lishment and pay, till he rose to the rank of a mqor. 
Amherst esteem:ed him a proper person to retaliate 
on an Indian village some of the measures they had 
so often acted against the advanced English forts 
and settlements. The orders which he gave to 
Bogers were expressive of the character and views 
of the English general, and of the sentiments and 
feelings of the English colonies with respect to the 
Indian cruelties.* 

* « OBBBBB FKOK SIR namUST AMHSB8T TO XAIOB BOOBlUi. 

" Toa are this night to set oat irith the detachment, as oidered 
ywtndaj, (iris., of tw6 hnndrod m^) and prooeed to MiwiiMM Baf , 

11* 
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in tombmtjf to his orders, Rogers set oat witb 
imo htJi e J men is bateaux, and pmoeeded do<wn 
Lake CBHBplain* (hi the fifth da^ after tbey Mt 
CffoVQi Point, they met witii a midbrta&e wh»»h 
their finmbers. Being eneajapai cm the 
shore of the lake, a k^ of gunpowder aeei* 
destaUf todc fife, which ia its exploeioii wounded a 
es^tain of tho royal regimmt and several of the 
men. lliese were seat back to Crown Point, with 
some of the ptsrty to ooodoct them. By this ereot 
Ae parly was reduced to one hundred and for^-two 
men, o£b)ets lacluded. With this reduced party the 
dM^r proceeded on the expedition, and in seyeit 
days landed at Missiscoe Bay. Here he concealed 
his boats among the bushes that hung OTer one id 
the streams, and left in them prov^ions sufficient 
to cany ^em back to Grown Point. Two of his 
rangers wane appointed to watch the boats, and to 



frwR yirktnt»yon iriU nuroh md sttMic ei« enenj't i 
tbe Mttth tide of the BiTer St XAwrence» in such a manner a» 70m 
shall judge most effectual to disgrace the ensmj^ and for the snceess 
«Bd honor of his majesty's arms. 

^ Bemenibe^ the barbarities that hare been conadtted by tha^enemx'a 
Indian scoundrels, on evory occasion where they hare had an i>pportu- 
nity of showing their infamous cruelties on the king*^B subjects, which 
Uiey have done without mercj; take your rerenge; bat do n0t fittgel 
Ihat theui^ these TiQains have dastardly and {nomiseuously maidered 
the women and children of aU orders, it is my ordera that no women 
or dhildren be kUled orhurt. ^ 

" When you have executed your intendea serrke, yvn viU setauoi 
with your detachment to camp, or to join me whcrerer the aimy 
toBflMk Towa,ac^ 

**i}ja» ^ Casw9i F^OTE, Stfim b w l%i ^^** 
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fceop tbemselvett concealed till the partjr skmld 
retara ; or; if Hnereneay BhcHild discov^ the bottte» 
to pavsae tbe tmek of the party with the grei^tesi 
speed, «iid giTo intelligeaoe to Ae comrnandor. The 
seeofid evening vdCter Begcvs left the bay, the two 
tmiftty rangers oviertook the party, aad inlmiied 
Rogers tliat §Qvr himdred Fr^ich and Indians had 
cBscoTered the boats, and sent Ihem away with S&j 
taea, and that the reBudnder were in puraait of the 
Esgiish parly, Be@ecs bcspt the inlelfigaQee to hha- 
eelfy and ordered a Uenlieimiit with e^it men and 
these two rangers to proceed to Qrown Point, iat 
form tiie ^^eral of what had taken places and 
request hina to send prcmstons to Ooob^ (now New" 
bory,) on Oonneeticut BiFer^ by which he meuit to 
return* 

N^^tfaing now r^mataed fer Bogers bnt to s^ye jip 
the expediti<m er te o«1inarch hie pw^oers. He 
do'b^mined on the latier^ and poshed forward for 
St« Franois with all the expedition tJiat was posai- 
Ue« On the 4th of tiletober, at eight o^doek in 
the eyeing, he eame within «lgfat of the town. 
Ordering his men to.halt and refredi tibefflselres, he 
dressed himself in the Indian garby and took with 
hist two Indians who nnderstood the langaage of 
the Si. Francis tribe, and went to reconnoitre the 
town. He found the Indisos engaged in a grand 
dance, and witb%at any apprehension of diuaiger. 
At two o'clock in the morning he returned te his 
detMimea^ and marched them te the diataaee of 
ahent five hnadred y»da from the town. Abant 
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four o'clock, the Indians broke up their dance, and 
retired to rest. Bogers waited till they were 
asleep, and at break of day he posted his men in 
the most favorable situation, and made a general 
assault. Completely surprised, the Indians were 
soon subdued. Some were killed in their houses, 
and of those who attempted to fly, many were shot 
or knocked on the head by those who were placed 
at the avenues. The Indian method of slaughter 
and destruction was put in practice on this occa- 
sion ; and wherever the Indians were found, their 
men, women, and children were slain without dis- 
tinction and without m^t^y. The ferocity of the 
proceedings was already extremely violent ; but the 
jHTOspects which appeared at the rising of the sun 
could not but add new force and irritation to the 
fee^ngs and passions of the assailants. As the light 
appeared, the scalps of several hundred of their 
countrymen were seen suspended on poles, and wav- 
ing in the air. These trophies of savage cruelty 
and success could not fail td^ irritate to the highest 
degree the passions of the provincial soldiers ; they 
meant to avenge the blood of dieir friends and rela- 
tions, and they spared no pains to make an end of 
the village and of all that they could find of its 
inhabitants. The village contained three hundred 
of the enemy ; two hundred were killed on the spot, 
and twenty taken prisoners. 

The town appeared to have been in a very flourish- 
ing state. The houses were well furnished, and the 
church was handsomely adm*n^ with plate ; the 
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whote yillftge hft4 been ^riched hyihe scalps and 
pluttder taken from the English. Two hundred 
girineas w^e found in money, and a silver image. 
ure^hiitg' ten pounds, besides a large quantity of 
wampamy olotbing, and some provisions. Collect- 
ing the provisions and such articles as they could 
easily transport, they set fire to the town, and 
reduced it<to ashes. At seven o^eloek in the morn- 
ing the aflfair wafr- completely over ; Rogers then 
assembled his men, and found that one was killed, 
and six slightly wounded. Having refreshed his 
men for one hour^^^the major made no further delay, 
bat set out on his return, with Ihe addition of five 
English eaptives, whom he had retakai^ leaving the 
inhabitants slain, and the village reduced to ashes. 

To avoid bis pursuers, Rogers now took a differ- 
ent route, and marched up St. Francis River, mean- 
ing to have his men collect and rendezvous at Coos, 
on Connecticut River. ^On their march they were 
harassed by some of the enemy, and several times 
attacked in the reaj*. In these rencontres they lost 
seven of their men, till Rogers, favored by iVe dusk 
of the evening, formed an ambuscade Upon his own 
track, and fell upon the enemy where they least ex- 
pected it ; by this stroke he put an end to any fur- 
ther annoyance from the enemy. For about ten 
days the detachment kept together, till they had 
passed the eastern side of Lake Memphremagog. 
It was then thought best to scatter into smaller par- 
ties, and make the best of their way to some of the 
English settlements. Their suflferings now began to 
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be Beyere, not only from fho exoeesiye fiitignes ikij 
bad undergone, but from hunger* Tbeir proridoiffi 
werid expended, and tbey were yei at a distance 
from any place of relief. Some were lost in t^ 
woods, and others perished at Coos, being unable 
to hold out any farflier. But Beyers, with the most 
of his men, perserered amidst^ all their sufferings^ 
till they arrired at Number Fofrr, now Charlestown* 
This enterprise prored extremely dangerous and 
&tiguing to the men who had been engaged in it^ 
but it made a deep impression on the enemy. It 
carried alarm and consternation into the heart of 
Canada, and convinced the Indians that the retalia- 
tion of vengeance was now come upon them. 
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AmmB the cnolfesl saettlers of ime of ihB wstern 
towns of Windluim oon&ty, Ycfmoat, iraB a mrtam 
mm uameA Petes* Brorwn, iSniiiliflcriy ealled^'Old 
Pete," who, entireljr atone in the wildwneBs, com- 
menoed fb% tstsk cf cleaaJng Hie woods and seonring 
fer himself a home. In the ecmrse of a few yean 
he found himself sorroimded by a thriving h^Iet 
Oaor hero, being of an eccentric ^m of mkid, was 
ibe butt P)t all the boys in the Beighborbood to play 
UMir pranks upon ; and hence our story arises. 

One frnitfial sommer, Peter, being "moved witii a 
deeire ibr the good 4lm^8 of this life, ooltiTated, to^ 
IdM wtrndco* of all TOnnd abocrt, a patch ^ wateiv 
melons. These were the first raised in 4hat part of 
the state, ia&d the temptation to the h&ys was strong 
to 4U3sl9t Um in diqsosiag of tbera. At length, after 
iD^g many of the best ones, be conclnded to watch 
4be next night, and see wlmt could be done towards 
MteSiitfg the ^depredators. By the way, old Pete, 
aMoHgfa not a drnnkard, was yet one who loved bis 
boil^le, and prided hkoeelf upon keepinj^ the best 
wMt^sey in all Hie eonntty, never leaving home with- 
out his pii<t bottle, wMdh he called byihe faD^Iiar 
of ^IB^ty.** On the occasion in qaestioni 
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haying replenished " Betty" he filled his cart with 
frefih straw, and started for the melon patch. This 
was situated on the side of a hill, at the foot of 
which was a maddy pond, some two rods in diame- 
ter, and three feet deep, and mostly frequented by 
tadpoles and other small firy of that sort ^ . 

As was said, Peter started for his melon patch 
with every thing prepared for a yig<nroas can^igpi. 
The oxen turned into flie pasture, his next care watf 
to locate the cart where he could overlook Hm 
whole field ; he blocked the wheels, and, patting 
^ Betty " in his pocket, commenced his lonely patroL 
Leaving Brown carefully attending to his melons, 
let us return to the boys, who. take quite a promi- 
nent part in our story. Peter, like in^ny a man of 
our own times, could never « keep a secret; so all 
his preparations became known to his friends the 
boys, who formed their plans accordingly, and early 
in the evening ensconced themselves in a clump of 
bu8l»ds near by, to await the favorable moment for 
their operations. 

As time progressed, Peter's bottle ma^ frequent 
visits from pocket to mouth, imtil, whether from 
fatigue or too frequent libations, he became very 
sleej^', and by tai in the evening turned in and 
nestled very comfortably in the straw on &e (»rt, 
intending, of course, to keep one eye open. In 
8i4te of his strenuous exertions to the contnpy, 
sleep entir^y overcame him^ ; and his loud snoring 
announced to the boys in the bushes that the time 
^ come for their sporty so out tiiq^ sallied, audi 
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having selected half a dozen of the beit melonsy 
i^etnmed to an appdSnted place, where ample jnatioe 
waa done to the deli^ons fruit. Their msin olgeet 
being aQcoin{di8hedy next comes the fnn ; and to 
this they applied themselYe^ with zest. Stealing 
ont oantioo^y, one held the tongae of the ctoti 
while others removed the blocking from the wheels j 
tfaen» with a shove, off went <^rt, Pete, bottle, straw, 
and all. The probability seemed strong for a fine 
ride, and a safe deliverance at the bottom ; but for- 
tune willed otherwise ; for, as the hill was steqp, 
the speed grew greater, till the whole establish- 
ment ran plnmp into the pond, when, striking a 
log sunk in the middle, the stoppage was so sud- 
den as to pitch Pete and all his gear into the 
water. After splashing for a while, till some of the 
^ects of the liquor were gone, he caught a wheel, 
and drew himself up into the cart, where he sat in 
perfioct bewilderment as to how and when he came 
there. Having removed the mud imd grass from 
his face, at length he came to himself, and recol- 
lected mounting the cart and settling himself in the 
straw. From that time his memory was as much in 
the dark as was every thing around him. 

The boys all this time stood near, watching. 
When the old man fell in, their first thought was to 
help him out, for fear he would be drowned ; but 
when he was seen seated safely in the cart, and no 
danger was to be apprehended, they disappeared 
behind the hill in high glee. Peter felt very mis- 
erable, and hardly knew what to do. He was just 
12 
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dtimk enov^b bol to likte a yeiy chtst idea <^ his 
flihiatloii, and hence feared lo start for tiie «lH>re. 
Ftnalljr lie arrired at tlie conclomon that IJie bei^ 
way was to trj and raise some neighbcMv irlio lived 
near. These, coming at his cry, soon bailt h fire, 
by the Hght of which Petei* Bwwn came ftafe to 
shore. When the loss of the melons vas discov- 
ered, it Wflfli easy to understand the can8et>f the dis* 
aster, his rapid ride and plnnge. It is said that 
Pete never recorered his •* Betty ,** and, fnnfaerniore, 
never got another ; however that may be, Brown 
never fofgot hisnigbt^s adventure, or the very pm^ 
Meal tempertfice lessKm he had reedved. 
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INCIDENTS FROM THE LIFE OP COLONEL 
ETHAN ALLEN. 

EtHAK Allen, o&e of ihe most protninent of the 
bero^ of Yenaont, was bom in Litcbfield, Con- 
necticut^ January 10, 17B7. He remOTed hence to 
VeitQOtit, 17T6. Previous to this removal, nothing 
is known of him, except tibat he made frequent Jour- 
neys to Yermont, to locate lands under the grants 
ef New Hampshire. Bjs first public acts were in 
defending the settlers under these grants from the 
claims of the State of New York. This controversy 
eontinued for a long time to occupy the minds of the 
bifaabltants ; and though during the revolutionary 
Wai* fiH united in Ihe common cause, the final settle- 
ment of the dispute was not until 1791. Throughout 
Ihe v^ole, Allen took a prominent part ; and it was 
lifiividi ^W!n<g; 16 bis influence that the issue was sO 
fitvcMft>Ie fe the New Hampshire grantees. Allen 
niev€l!^liai^gbad the advantages of early education, 
the Works which he wrote possessed not sufficietit 
ibMrefirt^ im^rtaince to secure their preservation 
tbHie j^-esent day, though they showed maDy traces 
dr%^ttt&id nMurally strong and vigorous to a Iti^h 
degree. The chief points in bis character wet^ im 
xttitibM^BMo^ fndustry and peHElevertlnee ih i^bat- 
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ever he undertook. He possessed, also, (he great- 
est bravery, which, though ever tempered by pfa- 
dence whemthe lives of others depended upon him, 
y6t amounted even to rashness vi the exposure of 
his own person. While firm in resistance to the 
encroachments of others, he was a strong, unwaver- 
ing friend to law and ordeir. 

The courage and prudence of Colonel Allen were 
evident at the celebrated capture of Ticoadero^, 
with which every child is fetmiliar, and in his expe- 
dition under Montgomery to Canada. Though* the 
latter terminated disastrously, it was owing to no 
&uU of his.. 

In his narrative of this affair he tells the follow- 
ing incident, which fully illustrates his personal 
fearlessness. He had surrendered under pressure 
of vastly superior oumbers, on condition that all 
his men should be treated with honor ; but General 
Prescott; the British commander, Ordering up a guard 
in his presence to execute a dumber of Canadi^kus 
who were taken -with him, Allen says, — 

'* It cut me to the heart to see the Canadians in 
80 hard a case, in consequencie of th^r havii^ been 
true to me ;. they were wringing their hands^naying 
their prayers, as I concluded, and expected immedi^ 
ate death. I therefore stepped between the ezecu-' 
tiouers and the Canadians, opened my clothes, a^d" 
told General Fresco tt to thrust his bayonet into' my 
breast, for I was the sole camse of the Canadians, 
taking up iurms.v 

** The guar^i in the m^an timei rolling their eye- 
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balk from the general to me, seemed impatiently 
"Waiting his dread command to sheathe their bayo- 
nets in my heart } I could, however, plainly discern 
that he was in a suspense and quandary about the 
matter. This^ve me additional hopes of succeed* 
ing ; for my design was not to die, but to save the 
Canadians by a finesse. The general stood a min- 
ute, when he made me, with an oath, the following 
rejdy : ' I will not execute you now, but you shall 
grace a halter at Tyburn.' '' It is needless to add 
that Allen never saw that Setmous hill. 

At one time a large reward was offered by the 
State of New York for the apprehension of Allen.* 
His friends were much alarmed ; but Allen laughed 
at them, and offered a bet that he would proceed to 
Albany, drink a bowl of punchy and return unhurt. 
Accordingly, the bet being accepted, he rode to 
Albany, and, after deliberately alighting from his 
horse, and entering the house with a haughty air, 
called for a bowl of punch. The intelligence that 
*' Ethan Allen was in the city '' spread rapidly, and 
a large concourse of people collected around the 
house, among whom was the sheriff of Albany 
county. Allen was wholly unmoved. Having fin- 
ished his punch, he went to the door, mounted his 
horse, and giving a hearty " Huzza for the Qreen 
Mountains ! " departed unharmed. Those who were 
disposed to arrest him felt that the enterprise would 
not be unaccompanied with danger. 

• See De Pay's "Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Heroee 
12* 
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Another anecdote is alike iUastraUve of tiio temii^ 
ity of Allen and the heroism of one of Ae women 
of those exciting times. While trayelling upon tiio 
shores of Lake Ghamplain, opposite Grown Pointy 
with a single companion, he stopped at the boose of 
a Mr. Richards. It happened that, at the same 
time, a party of six soldiers from the neighboring 
fortress^ ftally armed, were at tfao house, with the 
intention of remaining during the night. Knowing 
Allen, they determined on arresting him, and oIk 
taining the tempting reward offered by the govern* 
ment of New York for his apprehension. Ifrs. 
Biebatds overheard their oonvei^tion, and when 
lighting Allen and his companion to-thMr room, 
informed them of the design of the soldiers, and 
silently raising a window, advised them to escape. 
When the soldiers discovered Aat Allen had left 
ike hoose, they threatened Mrs. Richards with pun- 
ishment for conniving at the escape of the heroic 
leader of the Oreen Mountain Boys ] but i^ apol- 
ogized, on the ground that if she had &iled to do 
so, the people would have torn down her house, and 
driven herself snd family from their possessbns. 

The patriotism of Allen was entirely regardless 
of family ties. On one occasion, when his broths 
Levi joined the Tories, he entered a complaint 
against him to the patriot authorities, praying that 
his property be confiscated for the use of the public. 
When Levi heard of it, he challenged Bthan to 
sin|;te combat Ethan replied that it WQvii H (p9- 
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giMd&l to fight a Tiutj. We wmf nm»k Umik 
Levi aftarwurdfl beoaaiA a ilaoiicb WMg« 

Wo appoBd aa exact eopy of the abo^e eompMnl 
of Colonel Allen against bi& bf othear. 

" Bennington County, ss. i 
^rHngimf ^h ^Jamarp, 1779. ) 
^ To the SoiM>rable the Court of Coaflscatiaii^ 
oomes Colonel Ethan Aileoi, in the name of the fireer 
BMn of thie State, and complaint makes tiiat Leri 
Allen, late of SaUsbnry,. in Connecticut, is of tcury 
inrindplea, and holds in fee simdrj laraeta and psa^ 
eels of land in this State. The said Levi has bees 
detected in e&deanroring to supply the enemjr ea 
Long Jsluid^ and in att^npting to cireulate eouatsr- 
feit continental currency, and is guiltj of holding 
treasonable correspondence with the eneatj, under 
coyer of doing fiiiTors to me, when a prisoner at 
Kew York and Long Idand ; and in talking and 
asing infioence in &Tor ^ the enemj^ asBociarfiag 
with inimical persons to this country, and with them 
monopolizing the necessaries of life; ia endearor- 
inlf to kasra tha credit of the continental enxteaey ; 
and in particular hath exerted himself in the mos^ 
Mlacioos manner, to iigaee the property and charao* 
ter of some <^ the most aealous friends to the inde^ 
pendency of the United States, and of this State 
likewise ; all which inimical conduct is against tha 
peace and dignity of the fireemen of this State : I 
therefore pray flie Hoaoralde Coart to take tha 
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mattor under fbeir eonflideratioii, and make ooniia* 
cation of the estate of said Jievi, brfore mentiimed, 
according to thelaws and customs of this. State, in 
snch case made and inrovided. 

''Ethan Allen." 

Onr hero was distinguished for his contempt of 
pain. Once, while in a dentist's office* a lady came 
in who was severely afiUcted with an aching tooth, 
but who had not the courage to submit to its extrac- 
tion. Allen, perceiving her fears, ordered the den- 
tist to take out one of his. He was assured that all 
his teeth were sound ; but Allen said, '' Never mind ; 
do as I bid you ; " and soon the tooth was out. It 
hardly need be added that the lady, ashamed of her 
fears, followed his example. 

The following anecdote is related of Colonel 
Allen to show that while determined that the guilty 
should suffer for their faults, he was yet equally 
strenuous that all the forms of justice should be 
complied with. 

A certain David Bedding was accused of supply- 
ing the enemy with food, and performing many 
other acts unfriendly to his country. He^was first 
tried by a jury of six persons, under the authority 
of the Council of Safety, and, being convicted, was 
sentenced to be hung on the 6th of June, 1778. 
In the mean time, one John Burnam appeared from 
Connecticut, with- Blackstone in his saddle bags, 
and declared before the council that a man coidd 
not be legally tried by less than twelve men,4hu8 
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proving Bedding's trial irr^nlar. The council im- 
mediately granted a reprieve and a new trial. 

A mnhitade had assembled. at the time appoint- 
ed for the execation, wh^i the news of this proce- 
dure came. ont. Their disappointment was very 
great, and an attempt was made to rescue the pris- 
oner, and hang him in spite of every thing. Allen 
moonted a stomp, and exclaimed, " Attention, the 
whole I '' He then advised them to retire to their 
houses, and return at the time fixed by the council, 
saying, with a tremendous oath, *'Tou shall see 
somebody hung ; if Bedding is not, I'll be hung 
myself." Upon' this the crowd dispersed ; and Bed- 
ding, having been again convicted, was executed on 
the appointed day. 

In religious belief Allen was a deist, and was 
fond of displaying his peculiar views on all occa- 
sions ; his wife, however, was a devated Christian. 
Notwithstanding the infidel character of his views, 
Allen was staunch in his love of truth, and a thor- 
ough contemner of any thing like equivocation or 
deceit. 

On one occasion a person to whom he owed money 
bad commenced a suit against him. Allen was un- 
able to pay the debt, and employed a lawyer to 
have the execution of l^al process against him 
postponed for a short period. As an easy measure 
to effect this, and throw the case over to the next 
session of the court, the lawyer denied the genuine- 
ness of the signature; Allen, who was present, 
stepped angrily forward, and exclaimed to his 
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•rtoluriMl MODseli "Sir, I did iMrt emplej 7011 to 
come here and Ue ; I with 70a to tell l4e truth. 
The note is a good one ; Ite ngnatare is mi&e ; all 
I want is for the court te grast im sirffeient time 
to make the pa7ment.^^ It is almost needless to 
add that the i^intiff aeceded to his wish. 

Alien died 8addeiil7 at Biirlingt(m,yt., Feibraftrf 
12, 1789, at the age of fifty 7ears, while 7et ki tibe 
fiilness of his vigor and strengtii. 
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I7t2- 

Twn nlgect of Hie following namtiTe vas one 
ef tfce iDOSt {MTomliieBt men on the side of the €^re«i 
Moanteon Bo3% in the protracted struggle whioh 
wan carried en witli the authorities of New York, 
Hating lost his &t]ier in earlj 700th, serere neeeg- 
nty gatse him habits of pradenoe, energy, and self- 
relifloice, whieh weS fitted him to become a leader 
among resokite men. He was a soldier and afier^ 
wards an officer in the French war, and gained no 
little distin^BtiOB I7 his brarery and discretion. He 
sptlied in Arlington, Tt., about the year 17H and 
b«ttt some mills. These were the first erected 
sorth "of Benningtoai, and attracted nameroQs set- 
tlers to the Ticinity. Baker esriy inemrred the diik 
pleasare of the offidais of New York by the vigor 
with wlrich he eppdfsed thdr efiBorts to gain jurisdic- 
tikm over the New Hampshire grants, as well as by 
tte infloiutee whiidi his esample had npoa otii^«u 
Be w«ts 4enonnoed to the world as a felon, and, in 
ewipany wift Etimn Allen «nd Seth Warner, he 
enjoyed the distinction of haying a large reward 
offered fbr his api^rehension. These circumstances 
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led one John Monro, an active partisan of New 
York, to assemble ten or twelve men of like feeling 
with himself, for the purpose of seizing Captain 
Baker, and carrying him to Albany. The following 
account of the transaction is taken, with some little 
alteration for the reader's sake, from the CmneOiad 
Caurani of Jnne 9, 1772. It is understood to have 
been written by Colonel Etiian Allen.* 

^' This wicked, inhuman, most barbarous, infiunous, 
cruel, villanous, and thievish act was perpetrated, 
committed, and carried into execution bj one John 
Mnnro, a reputed justice of the peace, living near 
Arlington, with a number of rufEians, his neighbors. 
These, after a Lard's day consultation in plotting 
this wicked and horrid design, surprised Baker in 
his dwelling house, about the first appearance of 
morning light on the 22d day of March. After 
making an attempt to discharge their fireariQS 
through Baker's luHise, and finding them miss fire, 
Mnnro with his attendants did with axes forcibly 
break and enter Baker's house, and with weapons 
of death spread destruction round the room, cuttiEf; 
with swords and bruising with firearms and clubs 
men, women, and children ; swearing he would have 
Baker, dead or alive, and that he would bum the 
house — Baker, wife, children, and all the effeqts. 
To compass ai!id bring this villanous scheme into 
execution, he did, with his own wicked and rebel- 
lious hand, convey fire from the heurth to a cop- 

• See De Puy'i <*Sth|q» AUeni^d the Greea MoiQitain Heroes oC 
76,"p.l(tt. 
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teftrd m the roam, it bdng the most coiiveiika^ 
place to answer his intentions ; when all on a snd* 
den a Jndas spirit — that of gain and plunder — 
Ofverbalanced his wicked noddle. This being agreed 
on, he izustastly thmst his sword at Mrs. Bak^, 
wil^ an intention to destroy her life, (as he has 
since confessed,) when her right arm for that time 
bappily preserved her from the intended mnrder* 
Otiiers of his attendants, in the mean time, were 
manling, beating, and braising his children* Mr. 
Bi^er, having at that time posted himself in his 
chamber, for the better security of himself, his fam- 
ily, and effects, finding their malice and impreca- 
tions principally levelled ^at his person, thought 
proper to leave his chamber, thinking thereby to 
draw the ranrderers after him, and so give his £a.m- 
ily a better opportunity to save themselves from 
impending ruin and ntter destruction* He accord- 
ingly burst a board from the gable end of the house, 
and leaped out; when part of the ruffians were 
ordered by Munro, after firing upon Baker, to set 
on hite a large, spiteful, wilful, and very malicious 
dog, edueated and brought up agreeably to their 
own forms and notions. He was, like those other 
servants of the devil, at that time all obedienee. 
He seized Baker, and being instantly joined by his 
emel partners, the prisoner was bound and pinioned 
80 last that he was unable to make the least resist- 
ance in defence of himself, his unhappy, wounded 
wife, or his poor, helpless, distressed children. 
^ And not being as yet satisfied iritfa Hkei^ owti 
IB 
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nnlAwfiil proceedings, and their thirst for blood not 
being qnenchedrthe better to enhance and increase 
their horrid crimes, and procure a fell draught of 
hnman blood to quench their nnnatoral thirst, they 
conyeyed Baker' to the carriage in which they rode, ' 
where, in bis confined state, John Mnnro did with 
his attendants tomahawk, cut, and slash him in 
spots, that their eyes might see a life languish out 
by degrees in streams of blood, while they did^ 
with an oath at almost every breath, langh him in 
the face, to express their satisfaction in his agonizr 
ing groans* 

" In this awful and lamentable situation— almost 
on the verge of eternity by means (rf bis bruises^ 
cuts, and great effusion of blood — Baker, with a 
voice according to his strength, called for hia 
clothes ; for thus far he was just as he rose from bis 
bed. But he was denied these by Justice Munro, 
who gave him several strokes with his naked sword 
over tlbe face and eyes, breaking the weapon into 
three pieces. He followed this inhuman act with 

the menace that * he would dothe 1dm as a 

traUoTs; ' which aggravating threat gave a new sip 
to their beloved revenge. Thus they continued 
him in his naked journey for the space of four miles 
and ^^alf, with many cruel words and hard blows^ 
stoi^ing his breath with handkerchiefs till he was 
almost suffocated, lest he should apply to some per- 
son for relief. 

*' The justice and attendants had taken those of 
the effects belonging io the house which he and 
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they, in their trepidatioa^ thought worthy their 
notice ; althotigh they would probably have been 
more fitithful in the prosecution of selfish and 
worldly gain, bad they not feared a surprise in iM> 
nnchristito an act. They pursued their journey 
with seyer^ words and cruel threats, as though 
resolved to take full swing, and make an ample 
feast of human cruelty. They were followed by 
three loyal and faithful men, who, after asking for 
the preservation of Baker's life, were fired upon by 
several of Munro's party, arid robbed of what they 
had with them, to the value of forty dollars, as a 
fresh sip and recruit to their hellish desires. These 
distressing tidings, being soon spread in the neigh^ 
borhood, stirred up the innocent inhabitants. For 
the preservation of their own persous, their families 
and efiects, as well as those of Baker, some of thetii 
pursued the carriage about thirty miles, coming up 
with it at the Hudson fiiver ferry, opposite to 
Albany. The savage-like John, with his attend- 
ants, being conscience struck and condemned, ran 
and hid themselves so privately that it is not known 
by his or their acquaintances where they have been 
ever since ; leaving Baker with very little remains 
of life, unable to fight for himself, and relying, as he 
bad never done before, upon the mercies of his foes. 
" Such is a very short though true account of the 
barbarous conduct of the said John towards Baker 
and his family. Such conduct, ex^cised by a pre- 
tended or real civil magistrate, must be a reproach, 
a shame, and disgrace to the laws, restrictions, r%- 
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utetions, peace, mnmerB, good ord^, and eoonomyr 
both of lie Iaw» of God and man. The abore and 
much more can be atlested with good aoflioiity, aa 
manj worthy persona were eye witneasea of the 
tragedy. The robbety baa since been eo Efcaaod by 
the said justice, and he haa promieed to mak« 
aMMids." * 



vtide wu writtea. The ttmdim viU ol w wr w tliAt fhc pabticatMn nts 
more tlua tm> months tSUx tta ocemraiee It iiiitatee. 
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Dummo ihe rewlotionary wmr, the inhabitaiits of 
llie weetern part cf the Stale of Temont, which 
had then been settled bat a few years, were maeh 
exposed to the depredations of the merciless Indians. 
Coming down Lake Ghamplain in their canoes, they 
generally fell upon the settlements before they had 
any warning of their approach. As they seldom 
molested women and children, it was customary for 
the men to flee into the woods till the Indians had 
performed their work of plunder. At one time a 
party of them entered the house of Mr. Philip 
Stone, of Bridport, Yt., giving him but just time 
to escape; and after stripping it of every thfaig 
of value to them, the principal sanhop put on the 
finest shirt it afforded, and, swaggering away to the 
hogsty, selected the best hog, and officiated as chief 
butcher, flourishing his fine bloody sleeves, while 
his comrades, whooping and dancing, carried it 
away to their canoes. At another time, a party of 
Indians, coming up the bank, were discovered by 
Mrs. St<me in season to throw some things out of a 
back window into the weeds, put a lew in her bosom^ 
18* (1^) 
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and flfjt down to her caiding. The Indians, after 
taking what they could find elsewhere, came aboat 
Mrs. Stone and the children. One of them, seem- 
ing to suspect that she had some valuable articles 
concealed about her person, attempted to pull them 
from her bosom ; whereupon she struck him on the 
face with the teeth side of her card so violently 
that he withdrew his hand, while a tall young sav- 
age was flourishing his tomahawk over her head. 
Upon this an old Indian cried out, *' Good $quaw ! 
good squaw ! '^ and burst into a laugh of derision at 
his companions, for being beaten. 
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THE BATTLE OP BENNINGTON. 

CBOU ^WI&LUMB'S ^HZBIORT OP tEBHONT.' 
1777. 

Oeivsbal Bubgoyke was making very slow ad- 
vances from Lake Champlain towards Albany. 
Having received iafonDatkm Hiat a large quantity 
of stores was laid up at Bennington, and guarded 
only by the militia^lie formed liie design of surpris- 
isg tbat place ; and was made to beUeve that as 
soon as a deta^ment of the roytd army should > ap- 
pear in tiiat quarter, it would receive effectual assist- 
ance from a large body of loyalists, who only waited 
for the appearance of a support, and would, in that 
event, come forward and aid the royal cause. Full 
of these expectations, he detached Colonel Baum, a 
German officer, with a select body of troops, to 
swrpriae the place. His force consisted of about 
five hundred regular troops, some Canadians, and 
more Aan one hundred Indians, with two light 
pieces of mrtillery. To fieu^ilitate their operations, 
and to be ready to take advantage of die success 
of the detachment, the royal army moved along the 
east bank of Hudson's River, and encamped nearly 

(161) 
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opposite to Saratoga, haying at the same time 
throirn a bridge of rafts over the river, by which 
the army passed to that place. With a view to 
support Banm, if it should be found necessary. 
Lieutenant Colonel Breyman's corps, consisting of 
the Bnmswiek grenadiers, light infantry, and chas- 
seurs, were posted at Battenkill. 

Oeneral Stark, having received iolbrmation that 
a party of Indians were at Cambridge, sent Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Greg, on August 13, with a party 
of two hundred men, to stop their progress. Towards 
n!ght be was informed by expreaa that a laige body 
of regulars was in the rear of the Indians, and ad- 
vancing towards Bennington. On this intelligence^ 
Stark drew together his brigade and the B»litia 
that were at hand, and seat on to Manchester, to 
Colonel Warner, to bring oa his regiment ; he scot 
expresses at the same time to the neighboring militia^ 
to join him with the utmost speed. On the sMHrBing 
of the 14th he marched, with his troops, and at the 
distance of seven miles be met Greg on tlie retreat, 
and the enemy within a mile of him. Stark drew 
«p his troops in the order of battle ; but the enemy^ 
coming in sight, halted upon a very advantageous 
piece of ground. Baum perceived the Americans 
were too strong to be attacked ^th his present 
ferce, and sent an express to Burgoyne, with an 
i^Gcoiint of his situation, and to have Breyman 
march immediately to support him. In the meaa 
time, small parties of the Americims kept up a akixw 
mish with the werny^ killed and woanded thbrty ef 
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tbei0» with two. of their Indten ehirfs, witiioat any 
)O08 to thmnselTes. Tbe gtoud tbe Am^Nrtcaaci had' 
iBken w^lb imfarorabje for a general actionfaad 
Syark retreated about a mile, aiid eDcamped. A 
cpcuual <^f war was held, and it was i^eed to send - 
two detachiBents apon the eaeoif 's rear, while the 
rest of the troops sfaoold make aa attack apon their 
front. The next day the weather was rainy ; an4 
thongh it preirented a general action, there were 
frequent skirmishings in small parties, which proved 
favorable and eacooragiDg to the Americans. 

On August 16| in the morning, Stark was joined 
by Colonel Symonds and a body of militia Croqi 
Berkshire, and proceeded to attach the enemy, 
agreeably to the plan which had been concerted^ 
Colonel Baum, in the mean time, had intrenched on 
an advantageous piece of ground near St. Koick's 
mills, on a branch of Hoosic Biver^ and rendered . 
his post as strong as his circumstanpes and situation 
would admit. Colonel Nichols was detached with 
two hundred men to the rear of his left ; Colonel 
Berrick, with three hundred men, to the rear of his 
right ; both were to join^ and then make the attack. 
. Colonels Hubbard and Stickney, wit-h two hundred 
more, were ordered on the right, and one hunclred 
were advanced towards the front, to draw the atten* 
tlon of the enemy that way. About three o'clock 
in the afternoon, the ti*oops had taken their posi- 
tion, and were ready to commence the action. While 
Nichols and Herri^ were> bringing their droops to- 
i^her, ^ae Indians were alarmed at the prospect, 
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and passed eff between tiie twt> x^wpe-, 1>«t received 
a fire as tbey we^ peesing^ by wUeh' tlffee of tliem 
irare\iUed, and two wounded. 

Nichols then began the aUack, and was followed 
by all the other divisions ; those in the front imme- 
diately advanced, and in a few minntes the action 
became general. It lasted aboat two hours, and 
was like one continned peal of thmider. Banm 
made a brave drfence ; and the German dragoons, 
after tbey had expended their ammtinition, led by 
their colonel, charged with^their swords ; but they 
were soon overpowered. Their works were carried 
on all sides, their two pieces of cannon were taken. 
Colonel Baum himself was mortally wounded and 
taken prisoner, and all his men, except a few who 
had escaped into the woods, were dither killed or 
taken prisoners. Having completed the business by 
taking the whole party, the militia began to disperse 
and look out for plunder. "Bat in a few minutes 
Stark received information that a large reenforce- 
ment was on their march, and within two miles of 
him. Fortunately at that moment Colonel Warner 
came up with his regiment from Manchester. This 
brave arid experienced ofiSccr commanded a regi- 
ment of continental troops, which had been raised 
in Vermont. Mortified that he had not been in the 
former engagement,* he instantly led on hie mian 
agaftnst Breyman, and began the second engage- 

•^ Tba» Mens to be a lahjUikef m to Wamer hiauuHt He asnsted 
Stark in pecson, though his men were not theie. See Aneedoftes freni' 
the Life <^ General Stark^ pa«e 16a. 
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imm^.' Stftlr^ coli^led &eiiii{ttia as 8ii6it ^ j^M- 
tHei ixA pittbed on to Kid assfstaxice. The akitidii 
bdiditiie gieiieralv and thd Imti^e' cbnlSntiM obdtinatb 
m- Sodi 0ideb till sonset^ #li€»i' Hie €^«Maii# t^ef^ 
ftoc^-^te^ ^¥i& #fff, an* lir^re' iM*ito€id till? dai«. 
T^i^ 1«R ffieir tii^ BfeM liie<«ai beltiMtf, aiia' tf cbh- 

lirettlia- in ^m$ Usi! mSiin^r^ th^y" eoilldi impfotiti^ 
ffie^ad^fitages of de ^v^tTiiiig' atm nlgiit; t<f wMc& 

Itt these d^tlonflr th6 AtherSdianB' ikkik fbiir l^as^ 
^HF pieced, twdvd briisfls dnitbs, i^ huiidTed and 
S^'iVkgoon sir&t^Bli fotir aimhtinitioii i^gbns^, and 
kh6iki se^en htindi^' |^Hk>iier8) with tUi^ir arms and 
ilt^^otfli'eiaieats/ TWo Uiittdred- add el^Vieih men ^eth 
fbtiM de^d^tlpSbh^th* i^t ; the riuiiAers of wdutided 
#dffe ntddtdtri. The Ib^Hif -ihe Aineirfcans was 
Wf stiflai ; tliirly'^fd skin, and liboirt forty wiftte 
^MMtaild^di " 

T^ tlite accoiMt we snbjoln the fWlo wing intteres*- 
i»^ itifciaetft frdm the B^. Oirot Pdwfere^ffistorjf 
*Pi!*Go6s^Cotinliy. 

€dlDnel Charles- Jotinstdn, of^ HSVeiaMl; INT. ft, 
iNls'fli^iniili possessing mest^ ^celleiit qciaililiiBS of 
SBtf* aftfd"^ heart, ^is bntvfery and goddiie^s Vfe)^ 
dWdttittcia ih 411 the coimtrjr ^tmd ; and tHfe fiowets 
dp his body latere well-prdportioiicdtij the greatness 
df hlslfcfapt!. The following eVent illitstratfei both 
his phyMfeia' i$d\rer and his cotiragfe.* At tSe tiine 
^*«to' Ael trttdpai of YefedBft and' Nc*W' ftamitehire 
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figaaliifA tbemaelTes at t&e battto of Besmingteo, 
Amiet Oeoeral Stark, CoIoHqI Ji>kvffbcm waB Aer^ 
and finstained a part in the brflUant achieTemi^itii 
of that eyerHmemorable day* After Colouel Banm 
had surrender^ to the American troops^ and the 
battle was renewed by the arrival of Colonel Brey- 
man, Golond Johnston, in obedience to ord^s from 
Gteneral Stark, was necessitaied to pass throQgh..a 
narrow strip of woods on loot and alone^ to bear 
some orders to the other division of the American 
armj. He had no weapon of defence bat ft stout 
staff, which he had cut in the woods Ihat day, as he 
was passing on to Bennington from New Hampshire^ 
Thna equipped, he came suddenly upon a British 
scout in ambush, jdaeed there to intercept oommuni- 
cations between the different divisions of the Amer- 
icans. The party in ambush was coiaudanded by a 
Hessian lieutenant. As Johnston came up, this 
officer stepped forth, sword in hand, and claimed 
him as his prisoner. The word was no more than, 
littered before the sword was strnck from the band 
of the officer by Johnston'p staff, and as soop did 
Johnston have possession of that sword, and point- 
ii|g it at tiie breast of the. Hessian, declared to him 
that he was that moment a.dead man if he and hit 
party did not throw down their arms. The officer 
turned to his men and said, " We are prisonera of 
war." The soldiers threw down .their anps^ and 
Johnston marched them before him to the American 
lines, where they were received by our ^oops. 
The colonel returned, with the sword to his £un- 
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9y, a&d, presentiiig it to his only son, Oaptaiii 
Michael Johnston, said, '' Tliis sword was won hj 
yalor ; let it neyer be retaken through cowmrdice/' 
The sword was a splendid article of the kind. 
There was a good deal of writing npon it, formed 
by etching, and the officer's name. This sword was 
l»*onght forth and exhibited for the moamfiil grati- 
fication of spectators on the day of the colonel's 
foneral solemnities. Before his death it was his ex- 
pressed wish that this sword might descend firom 
him in the line of the oldest male heir ; and it is 
now in the possession of the Bey. Charles Johns: 
ton, of the town of Locke, Gaynga counly, N. Y. 
14 
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ANECDOTES PROM TfflS £lFE OF GEJf- 
ERAL STARK. 

Oenebal John Stark, the hero of ihe battle of 
^nDington, wae a native of Londonderry, in KeVr 
Hampsliire, and was born August it, 1728. His 
life, was throughout' one of great hardship and ad- 
venture. When at the age of twenty-one years', he 
was captnred by the Indians, whilb on a fishing and 
hunting -excursion. This happened in the following 
manner : — ' . 

John Statk, his brother William, and two others 
were camping out near tiie Connecticut Biver. In 
the excitement of the chase, John had wandered 
quite a distance from his companions, when sud- 
denly he was surprised and seized by a party of ten 
saVages. Of course resistance was vain, and he 
quietly gave himself up into their hands. On their 
demanding information about his companions, he 
directed them to a point opposite to their real posi- 
tion, and thus succeeded in leading the savages two 
miles out of the way. His associates, not knowing^ 
the cause of his absence, and thinking that he had 
wandered so far from them that he could not readily 
find his way back, unfortunately fired a number of 
gung as a signal. Thia of coarse made their posi- 

(i«5 
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Ifm* known to tlie Lidk&Si. fhej immedikt^ 
TieKiraeed liieir cofirse, and stealtliily approaehecF tb6 
nncmepebting himters. Bnt fheir pSans Weire dfsa^ 
i^itogied by tKe boldness and intrepidity of Stark. 
Ae soon as they approached' witliin faaiKng distadc^, 
Kfe shouted to his comrades to run for their livfesrj 
a!dd they lo^stno time i!ii commencing a rapid retreat. 
Instantly four of his captors levelled- their pieces at 
<he three Yankees ; but as quick as thought Stark 
fitmck up the guns of two of them, and by this 
means his brother William, who was one of the 
party, was able to make his escape. For this bold 
action John received a severe beating. 

When the Indians arrived at the village of St. 
Francis, the spitit and deportment of Stark gained 
Km the admiration of ail the warriors. The cap- 
tSveft were compelled to run the gantlet. The one or 
fWti who preceded Stark received very cruel treat- 
ment; but this intrepid youth, wrenching a tomahawk 
ttojrti the Indian who stood iBrst in the line, fell with 
sncK fury upon every one who attempted to strike 
him, that he arrived at the end of his race completely 
untouched. 

On apother' occasion they set Stark at work hoe^ 
itig dorti. Well knowing that they considered this 
ati occupaticJh unfit for brave men, he endeavoreel 
to show his ignorance of such work by leaving the 
weeds and hoeing up the corn. Finding them dig* 
pleased at this, he flung the hoe into tte river, ex- 
claiming that V' hoeing corn was work for sqiiaws, 
and^not for brave warriors.'^ At this they tJrok^ 
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out ill ondiigmsed applause. He waa styled ^'yovfii^ 
dkMtf^ and was honored with aa adoptkin intOr tiia 
tribe. He remained among them i>at46ar months. 

In the French war, Stark was lient^iant in Miegor 
Bogers'e company of rangers. In the month of Jan- 
nary, 1767, Migor Rogers with his men were ordered 
to proceed from Fort William Henry, where they 
were then stationed, on a scout towards Fort Ticon* 
deroga, on lake Ghamplain^ Proceediog down 
Lake Oeorge on the ice, they came on the third day 
to Lake Champlain. There they captnred some 
provision sleds oat of a train belonging to the 
enemy, &nd took a few prisoners. Fearing that the 
large garrison at Ticonderoga would be apprised 
of his proximity by those who escaped, the rangers 
immediately b^an to relarace their steps towards 
Fort William Henry. As they were marching in 
' smgle file^ on acconnt of tke deep snow, across the 
neck of land which divides Lake Qeorge from Lake 
Champlain, the advance came nnexpectedly upon 
two hundred of the enemy's troops, drawn up in 
battle arri^. In an instant a tremendous volley 
was poured upon them by the French. Stunned by 
this sudden and nnlooked-for attack, they turned 
and rushed back to the rear. Stark, with his usual 
promptness, instantly formed his men upon a ridge, 
ten or fifteen rods distant from the enemy's posi* 
tion. Early in the action Migor Rogers was disa- 
bled by a wound from exercising the command, and . 
the responsibility devolved upon Stark. He was 
equal to the emergency. Where the balls flew 
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thiebeet, tbere he Btood, encoaragbg. and elicferi&g 
on his m^ to their duty. The battle beg&n at tbxiMi 
o'clock in the afteraoon, and for four hours they 
stood their ground, in snow four feet in depth, opon 
one of the coldest of winter's chilly days. Although 
they were apprehensiye that the iem OTeniag air 
wonld be as fearful an eneoiy as the troops in their 
front, yet, animated by the unflinching spirit of 
their leader, they stirred not from their places until 
night had thrown her sable mantle oyer the wild 
forest, and the enemy had abandoned the field* The 
blood of half the French troops crimsoned the 
trampled snow. The bodies of the slain lay where 
they fell, and stiffened in the cold blasts of the 
stortibi wind. Forty*eight of the rangers remained 
unhurt, and these, with the wounded, dragged them- 
selves through the snow to the shore of Lake 
Oeorge. They arrived here at dawn, in a state of 
utter exhaustion. Stark, with two other brave men, 
volunteered to go to Fort William Henry, at 1^ 
southern end of the lake, and procure sleds, on 
which to transport the wounded. The lake is 
thirty-six miles in length, and they travelled this 
distance upon the ice, reaching the fort about dark. 
They immediately started on their return with the 
sleds, travelled all night, and brought baek the 
wounded to the fort at the close of the next day. 
Stark himself assisted to draw the sleds. Truly 
immense must Stark's power of endurance have 
been, thus to enaUe him to pass three days and two 
Bighto m the most violent and unremitied axertion. 
14* 
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Had it not teen for his indomitable resolntion and 
perseverance, it is probable that not one of Ms com- 
pany wonld have returned to the fort to communi- 
cate the melancholy news of his comrades' destntc- 
tion. At the close of this war he retired with the 
reputation of a brave and vigilant officer. 

When the revolutionary war broke out, Stark was 
carrying on a saw mill. Fired by the news of the 
battie of Lexington, he abandoned his work, and 
proceeded at once to the continental anny, uesir 
Boston. The morning after his arrival he received 
a colonel's commission ; and so great was his popu- 
larity, and the enthusiasm of the day, that in two 
hours he succeeded in enlisting eight hundred mm* 
On the memorable 17th of June, Stark, with hb 
New Hampshire backwoodsmen, was engaged in the 
terrible battle of Bunker Hill ; and the deadly fire 
of these sure marksmen, and the invincible conrage 
of their leader, did much towards securing a favor- 
able termination to that bloody conflict. He occu- 
pied an important place in several other battles ; 
but he reached the climax of his fame, when^ in one 
of the darkest and most desponding periods of the 
American war, he achieved a glorious victory over 
the ^emy at Bennington. 

As a full description of this engagement will be 
found in another place, it is not our intention now 
to give any lengthened sketch of it, but merely to 
relate some incidents in which our hero was partie- 
ttlasrly concerned. 

On the morning of tiie battle, Stark, who was 
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encamped about two miles distant from the enemy, 
rode forward with Warner, colonel of the Vermont 
regiment, to reconnoitre the position of his oppo- 
nents. As they stopped to make observations, the 
report of a cimnon was heard, and a heavy ball 
plunged past, ploughing the earth as it went Stark 
looked at it coolly, and then exclaimed^ ^ Those 
rascals know I am an officer ; don't yon see they 
honor me with a salute from a big gun ? '' 

Nothing could be more characteristic of Stark 
than his speech to his men on leading them in sight 
of the enemy's troops. "Boys," cried he, as he 
pointed with his sword to the bayonets which 
gleamed from the high ground opposite, "boys, 
those are your enemies — the red coats and toriesi 
We must conquer them, or to-night Molly Stark is a 
widow t " Victory or death was the only sentiment 
which possessed his intrepid heart ; and this feeling 
indeed was not confined to him, but pervaded the 
breasts of all those who came to fight at his side for 
the liberty of their homes and their country. Such 
was the spirit that carried them through one of the 
hardest and most fiercely contested batties that 
occurred during the war of the revolution. They 
not only defeated the disciplined force that pre- 
sented itself at first, but alao an equally large reen- 
forcement which arrived while the American troops 
were scattered in pursuit of their defeated foe, thus 
taking tiiem at a disadvantage. In his official 
report, Stark thus speaks of the first portion of the 
togagement: "It lasted two hours, and was the 
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b»M68t I erer saw. It was like me totttijHMi dap 
of timnder/' 

Stark was aetlag at thb time vader tke wo&iarHj 
of tbe State of New Hampshire; bat after this 
brilliant victory, Congress. hastened to show its ap- 
preciation of his distingnished serrices. Th^ be- 
stowed upon him without delay the rank of briga- 
dier general in the army of the United States. Thus 
ever ready was Congress to recognize and reward 
service done in the canse of liberty, though not in 
lines marked oat by itself. 

General Stark after this volunteered his services 
nnder General Gates at Saratoga, and assisted in 
Hke council which stipulated for tiie surrender of 
Burgoyne ; nor did he cease his valuable services 
till he could greet his native country as an inde- 
p^dent nation. 

General Stark was of middle stature, not formed 
by nature to exhibit an erect soldierly men. . His 
manners were frank and anaBSuming ; but he mani- 
fested a peculiar sort of eccentricity and negligenoe, 
which precluded all display of persoaal dignity, ai^ 
eeemed to place him among those of ordinary rank 
in life. But as a courageous and heroio soldier, he 
is entitied to high rank among those who have been 
crowned with unfading laurels, and to whom a large 
share of glory is justly due. His character as a 
private citizen was unblemished, and he was ever 
held in respect. He lived to the advanced age of 
ninety-three years, eight months, aad twenty^mr 
days, and died May g, 182S. 
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AN ACT OF COURAGE. 

mm BSV* G. tCmiSSafB ^mStOSt OB OHE coos OOtNTRY.'' , 

1777. 

It will be reeotlected bjr iSkotse irho ftrei acquaint- 
ed with the history of the war of the revolution, 
tfasi as BOOH as ibe battle was fought at Bennington, 
and the Amerieaas began to hope that Burgoyne's 
army would fall into th6ir hands, they set about 
retaking the forte of TKconderoga and Mount Inde- 
pendence, on tbe shores of Lake Champkin, which 
forts Burgoyne had left in his rear, supplied with 
troops for their defence. Ticonderoga was taken, 
and Mount Independence was straitly besieged for 
some tiaie. There was a good deal of hard fight- 
ing, and it was confidently expected that Mount Inde- 
pendence would surrender ; but it did not. 

The British shipping had full possession of the 
lake. Ticonderoga was upon the west side of the 
lake, and Mount Independence on the east. Our 
troops on the west side could hold no communiea- 
tion witii iko&e who had invested Mount Independ- 
ence, and of course they could have no concert in 
action. It was at this time, when the greatest 
solicitude was felt by the two American command- 
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ers to know each other's minds, that the following 
expedient was adopted by the commander at Ticon« 
deroga. He called on his men to know if there 
were any two of them who would volunteer to swim 
the lake in the evening, and carry despatches to 
Oeneral Lincoln, near Mount Independence. For a 
time none offered to undertake the hazardous enter- 
prise ; but when informed how much was probably 
depending upon it, Wallace, of Thetford, Vt., 
stepped forward and said he would attempt it ; and 
then followed him Ephraim Webster, of Newbury, 
who originated in New Chester, N. H. 

The documents were made out, and about sundown 
an officer took these two men upon an eminence 
which overlooked the lake, and pointed out to them 
the course they must take to avoid discovery by the 
British shipping, and then where they would prob- 
ably find the American camp. At dusk of evening 
the same officer attended them to the margin of the 
lake, assisted them to prepare for the voyage, and 
saw them set sail, little expecting ever to hear from 
them again ; for as they had to swim up and down 
the lake, in a zigzag course, to avoid the enemy, 
they must swim more than two miles before they 
could make terra firma ; and it was so late in the 
season, the water was quite cold. They rolled their 
despatches in their, clothes, and bound them upon 
the back part of their neck by cords passing round 
their foreheads. As soon as they ^tered the water, 
WftllftCO said to Webster, " We shall never reach 
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diore, it is so cold ; " but this he said without any 
thought of relinquishing the enterprise. 

When about midway of the lake, the cord which 
fastened Wallace's clones to his neck slipped down 
from his forehead to his throaty and cut him so 
hard as almost to strangle him. He made several 
attempts to replace the string upon his forehead, 
but failed, and was on the point of giving up all 
for lost. The thought, however, of the importance 
t)f his undertaking seemed to inspire him with new 
life and vigor, and he succeeded in replacing the 
string, and passed on without saying a word to dis- 
hearten Webster. They passed so near the British 
shipping as to hear the oft-repeated cry, "All's 
well I" They took no care to contradict that 
report, but buffeted the waves with stout hearts 
and sinewy limbs. They kept in company until 
they came near the eastern shore of the lake, when 
Webster seemed to &11 into the rear, a few rods at 
the north of Wallace ; and just as Wallace struck 
the twigs of a tree which lay extended into the 
lake, he heard Webster say, " Help, Wallace ; I am 
drowning I " Wallace sprang to the shore, caught 
a stick, rushed into the water, and extended it 
to Webster in the act of sinking, and* drew him 
ashore. Webster could not stand; but Wallace 
rubbed him briskly, and put on his clothes, and he 
soon recovered so as to walk. Webster was so full 
of expressions of gratitude to Wallace for the pres- 
ervation of his life, that Wallace bad to caution 
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Um not to speak so load, for the enemy would heur 
them. 

But new difficnltiefl now presented themeelves. 
It was dark, and they were in a strange place. The 
enemy was near^ and had tiieir sentinels on shore, as 
well as the Americans ; and what was worst of all, 
tbey knew not the countersign of tiie Americans on 
that side of the lake. They started, howerer, in 
quest of the American camp, and after travelling 
about nearly one bonr, Ibey were hailed by a Brit- 
ish sentimrt, and £d but just make their escape. 
They then took a different direction, and Wallace 
gave both despatches into Webster's hands, and 
told him to keep in the rear, and he would go for- 
ward ; and if he should happen to fall into the 
hands of the enemy, Webster might have opportu- 
nity to escape with the despatches. But tbey had 
not proceeded a great way hetoite Wallace was 
hailed by a sentinel— '* Who comes fliere?" "A 
friend," says WaUace. '^ A friend to whom ? " says 
the sentinsi. '' Advance, and give the countersign.^ 
This was a fearful moment. Walkce hesitated &it 
UB instant, and tiien replied, hf way of question, 
" Whose friend are you ? " The sentinel responded, 
" A friend \o Ammca." " So am I," said Wallace, 
''and have important deiq)atcfaes for your generaJ." 
They were immediately conducted to the genoraFs 
quarters^ the despatches were delivered, and Wal- 
lace and Webster were received with every mark 
of surprise and gratitude, and every thing was done 
to render tbero comfortfible and happy. But Wf4- 
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lace never enjoyed the degree of health afterwards 
that he did prior to that chill and* almost incredi- 
ble effort. Wallace departed this life February 7, 
1838, aged eighty. Mrs. Wallace died May, 1831, 
aged eighty-one. 

Webster's subsequent history is worthy of a pass- 
ing notice. At the time he visited Newbury last, 
he was residing among the Oneida Indians, New 
York. They had adopted him as their brother, 
promoted him to be chief in their tribej and, to ren- 
der the tie indissoluble, they had given him for a 
wife one of the black-haired maidens of the forest. 
Webster's health was not permanently iigured by 
bis dangerous adventure. 
15 
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THE OLD MAN OP THE MOUNTAIN. 

PBOK ja AXflORAXLE POSM BT '^IL," OKGIMALLT FUBUBBED 
Of THE SmfOCBAlIC BETIEW OP AFXIL, 18^9; »B FBOim^ 

nscE. 

Whebb a tall post bende tbe road displays 
Its lettered arm, pointiiig the traveler's eye 
Throagh the small opening 'mid the green hinik 

trees. 
Towards yonder monntain summit towering nigb. 
There pause ; what doth thy anxioas gaie espy ? 
An abrupt crag hung from the moan tain's brow t 
Look closer ; scan that bare sharp cliff on high ; 
Aha I the wondrous ^ape bursts on thee now — 
^perfect human face — neck, chin, mouth, nose, and 

browf 

And full and plain those features are diq»layed. 
Thus profiled forth against the clear blue sky. 
As though some sculptor^s chisel here had made 
This fragment of colossal imagery. 
The compass of his plastic art to try. 
From the curred neck up to the shaggy hair 
That shoots in pine trees from the head on high, 
All, all is perfect ; no illusions there. 
To cheat the expecting eye with fancied forms of air. 
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Most wondrous vision t the broad earth hatii not 
Tiurongh all her bounds an object like to thee, 
That' travellers e'er recorded, nor a spot 
More fit to stir the poet's phantasy ; 
Gray Old Man op the Mountain, awfully- 
There from thy wreath of clouds thou dost upreaf 
Those features grand -^ the same eternally ; 
Lone dweller 'mid the hills, with gaze austere, 
Thou lookest down, methinks, on all below thee here. 

And curious travelers have descried the trace 
Of the sage Franklin's physiognomy 
In that most grave and philosophic face : 
If it be true, Old Man, that here we see 
Sage Franklin's countenance, thou indeed must be 
A learned philosopher, roost wise and staid. 
From all that thou hast had a chance to see, 
Since earth began ; here thou, too, oft hast played 
With lightnings'glancing frequent round thy rugged 
head. 

Thou saw'st the tawny Indian's light canoe 
Glide o'er the pond that glistens at thy feet, 
And the white hunter first em^ge to view 
From up yon ravine, where the mountains meet, 
To scare the red man from his ancient seat. 
Where he had roamed for ages, wild and free. 
The motley stream which since from every state 
And clime through thiswildTale pours ceaselessly. 
Travellers, gay tourists, all have been a theme to 
thee. 
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In thee the simple-minded Indian saw 
The image of bis more benignant Ood, 
And Tiewed with deep and reverential awe 
The spot where the Great Spibit made abode ; 
When storms obscured thee, and red Ughtnings 

glowed 
From the dark clouds oft gathered round thy 

£Btee, 
He saw thy form in anger Teiled/i^or rowed 
His birchai bark, nor sought the wild deer chase, 
Till thy dark frown had passed, and sunshine filled 

itsi^aoe. 

that some bard would rise — true heir of 

glory,— 
With the full power of heav^y poesy, 
To gather up each old romantiq story 
That lingers round these scenes in memory, 
And consecrate to immortality ; 
Some western Scott, within whose bosom thrills 
That fire which burneth to eternity — 
To pour his spirit o'er these mighty hills, 
And make them classic ground, thrice hallowed by 

his spells. 

But backward turn; the wondrous shape hath 

gone ; 
The round hill towers before thee, smoothly green ; 
Pass but a few short paces further on, 
Nought but the ragged mountain side is seen ; 
Thus oft do earthly things delude, I ween. 
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That in prospective glitter bright and fjEdr, 
While time, or space, or labor intervene ; 
Approach them, everjr charm dissolves to air ; 
Each gorgeous hne hath fled, and all is rnde and bare. 
16* 
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OBIOmAL. F. a 

Amokq all the men who were engaged dnring. 
tbose early times when unflinching courage and firm 
self-reliance were the only assnrances of safety in 
battling for their own existence and that of the 
dear ones who clustered around their firesides, there 
were none, from one end of the American shores 
to the other, whose brave and daring spirit was 
held in so mach repute as was that of the New 
Hampshire Bangers. Thoroughly inured to the 
hardships of a frontier life, and initiated by experi- 
ence into all the stratagems of border warfare, they 
made soldiers, when it became time for them to take 
the gun in hand, that friends could depend upon, 
and that enemies could not but fear. This fact has 
been attested by every engagement in which these 
troops took any part. It is only necessary to men- 
tion the well-known battles of Bunker Hill and 
Bennington, and the capture of Ticonderoga, to 
enable the reader to draw his own conclusions. 

The incident which the writer is about to narrate 
is but another testimony to the same fact — the 

(174) 
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iwost of it a ftimily tradition, which now for the 
first time takes its place upon the historic page. 

In the year 1765, the second from th^ b^in&ing 
of tlie old French war, Baron Dieskaa, a brave and 
experienced officer, was ordered to proceed from 
Oanada «p Lake Ghamplain, and to seize, if possible, 
the English posts upon that lake and Lake George. 
To effect that purpose he took with him a strong 
detachment of French regalars, Oanadians, and In- 
dians, amounting in all to eighteen hu&dred men. 
Before any part of his object had been accomplished, 
however, he engaged in battle with Gteneral William 
Johnson, upon the banks of Lake Gfeorge, was en- 
tirely defeated, and himself received a mortal 
wound. Such of his men as were able to make 
their escape retreated to a place about four miles 
from the battle field, and there encamped. 

In the mean time a party consisting of two hun- 
dred New Samphire Rangers had been despatched 
from Fort Edward to assist the main body of pro- 
vincials under General Johnson. This party was 
commanded by Captain McGinness, of New Hamp- 
shire, a capiAIe and vigilant officer. Proceeding 
cautiously through the woods, the scouts in advance 
discovered the French and Canadian soldiers m 
their camp, ^numbering several hundreds. The 
Rangers were speedily informed of the proximity 
of their foe, and though greatly outnumbered, their 
intrepid hearts would not allow them to retreat. 
They determined to attack; and as the word was 
given to advance, each man seized his firelock with 
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firmer grasp, and moved on steadily and in order. 
It was now afternoon, and the French ofiBcers were 
in the centre of the camp, engaged in consultation 
as to how thej tfiight make the best of their disas- 
trous condition, and get back to Canada in the 
quickest possible manner. The men were standing 
"about, some cooking, some arranging their muskets 
and accoutrements, when the sentinels, who had not 
perceived the cautious approach of the Bangers till 
they were close upon them, gave the alarm. They 
sprang to arms with all the energy of desperation. 
But the movements of the hardy sons of New Hamp- 
shire were far too rapid to allow them to form in 
battle array. 

Hardly had the warning shout of the sentinejs 
rung through the camp when it was followed by a 
huzza which made the welkin ring again, and in an 
instant tiie bold Bangers poured in upon them with 
so fierce an onset that neither Oanadians, French- 
men,- nor Indilms could stand against them for a 
Qioment. All. order, aod subordination were of 
eourse destroyed. Every man fought for himself, 
as best he could — some from behind trees^ some 
fr<Mn rocks, some lying at length behind little pieces 
of rising ground, firing in terror or in random and 
desperate fury. From their superior numbers they 
might even then have gained the victory ; but tho 
New Hampshire men understood this kind of fight- 
ing even better than they, and having once put their 
hand to the work they would never turn back. 
Selecting their stations with a practised eye, they 
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maintaiuBd the contest with unabated yigor, fight- 
ing man to man, or sending their unerring bullets 
wherever a head or part of a body offered a mark 
for their deadly aim. 

Two hours passed on, and the battle raged aa 
fiercely as ever. The forests still rang loudly with 
the jeports of muskets, the cheers ef the provin-- 
pials, and the yells and shouts of the; savages and 
the French. The blue smoke grew thicks as it 
curled slowly up among the trees, and the sun, as it 
went downward in the heavens, sent a darker shade 
from the thick foliage over the beads of the com- 
bata^nts. Yet the fight went on, andMieither party 
had secured the advantage. The intrepidity and 
dcill of the rangers were an equal match for the num- 
bers of their foe. Neither was inclined to yield. 

At last, however, the tide of victory was turned 
completely in favor of the Americans by a ruse of 
their able commander. The drummer and fifer of 
the company had> at the banning of the battle, 
laid themselves down for safety behind a large log, 
at some little distance in tiie rear of their com- 
rades« Captain McGinness, observing this, cau- 
tiously approached them, and gaire directions that 
at a given signal fi*om him they should rise up and 
vigorously ply their instruments. He then (}uietly 
returned to his place, and gave the pre-concerted 
sign. The musicians sprang to their feet, and their 
lusty efforts soon made the woods reecho with the 
ntartial sounds. " A reenforcement ! " diouted Gap- 
tain MeOinness; ""men, to your work!" Bight 
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and left eangirt up the words, and ifae erjr 'of ^S^- 
enforcements t feenforcements I " animated the beacts 
and gave new vigor to the arms of the provinciaits, 
while it sent terror to the hearts of their opponents. 
Panie-stridcen at the som^s, they oonid no longer 
stand l^eir ground. Thej rasbed headlong fhmi 
llieir idaceS) and fled through the woods in the wild^ . 
est disorder and dismaj — the polished Frencbman 
and the savage striying only as to which shonkl 
get first from the^ presence of their dreaded foe. 
The Rangers followed them witii vigoc^ but the pop- 
suit was shorty for darkness soon pat a i^op to the 
prospect of accomplishing any thing among ike taa^ 
gled nnder^rnsh. And tims^ nnder cover of night, 
the French and Indians got away as best they eonUL 

The Rangers found, on calling the roll, that they 
had lost but twelve men, while the groimd waa 
strewed with the dead bodies of the enemy. 

The writer cannot forbear to add an intM!!estnig 
incident that occurred during this battie. One 
Jonathan Chase, of Hopkinton, lliT. H., an expert 
marksman, had located himself somewhere near tb^ 
centre of the belligerents, la the course of tkfr 
action he was led to notice a. large "Btump, nearly*=^' 
opposite him, a little in advance of the main bodjr 
of live enemy. From this a shot was fired, at luter- 
vris, itnd almost alwajB to the injuiy of some osi^* 
oi his comrades. Looking carefully at the stittnp> 
he discovered a knot bole in the front of it, through 
which presently the muzzle of a musket was pushed^ 
and, after a moment's delay, discharged- As quidk: 
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48 ftclD^ (3imK?3 plaa wv Isdd. Knomng Hmt 
Hbe 4a,Y9iige wooU deaire to leaim tke «ifoot of hk 
nhei, ^e kirdled Ms maakiBk, iraited an Instut, tlwn 
48Bt lufl bttUet fitiaigiEt tiutoogh the apertnro. A 
faint jell readMd hie etir^«i»d I3ie faodgrDi abo^B 
sayage rose from the stamp, and fell heavily to the 
ground. The work of death was as sure a^ it was 



When the enemy were seized with panic, Chase 
followed them, and passing the body of his foe, 
snatched firom his pack a wooden JK)miny-spoon 
which hnng outside. He then observed that the 
stump was hollowed out like a tray, thus afford- 
ing its occupant protection. The only opening was 
that which the Indian had used as a port hole, and 
through which the bullet of the keen-eyed, marksman 
had entered. The Indian was shot through the 
brain, the ball having entered jiist above the right 
eye. 

The wooden spoon was carried home, and remained 
long in the family as a valued relic. It was a curi- 
ous specimen of savage workmanship, much orna- 
mented, and having the figure of an Indian carved 
upon the handle. The bowl was large, and a pro- 
jection on the handle served for a sort of pedestal 
for the Indian figure, which was in a sitting posture, 
the elbows resting on the knees, and the hands hold- 
ing to the mouth a water bottle, from which he was 
drinking. 

This spoon was an olgect of great interest to the 
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yMogsters of the family ^ and when >tbe head 6f Ht 
brave winner was silvered with age, it was his de- 
light, as wdl as thdrs, to hare then gatiier aroond 
him on a winter evening, and ask him to tell oyer 
again the story of the wooden spoon. 
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THE BURNING OP ROYALTON. 

Thb following account is taken as it stands from 
a book pnblished more than fiftj years ago. It was 
written by Zadoc Steele, who was taken and carried 
captive by the enemy at the time of the attack, and 
who afterwards escaped and returned through great 
suffering and privation to his home and friends. It 
may therefore be relied upon as a fetithful account 
of the scenes it describes. At the first reading, the 
editor took his pencil in his hand to correct some 
inaccuracies of style which met his eye ; but finding 
that one alteration would lead to many more, and 
that in endeavoring to improve the style he would 
be likely to destroy the vivid and graphic character 
which an eye witness had impressed upon the ac- 
count, he determined to insert the whole story in 
its original dress. For pathos and copiousness of 
language the author could hardly be e:2^celled. Had* 
he possessed a thorough education, no doubt be 
would have stood equal, if not superior, in these 
respects, even to the two famous historians of Napo^ 
leon^the Qreat which our own times have produced. 

As a union of interest alwc^ strengthens the 
bonds of affection, so a participation in extreme 
16 (i«i) 
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Botferings will nerer fail te produce a mutual senn- 
bility. Prompted by a generous glow of filial love 
and affection, we generally take delight in survey- 
ing whatever gave our forefathers joy, and are ready 
to drop a sympathetic tear when we review the suf- 
ferings which they have undergone. But, contrary 
to the laws of sympathy and justice, the attention 
of the public is often ^grossed witih accounts of the 
more dreadful conflagrations of populous cities in 
foreign countries, or the defeisit of armies in the 
field of carnage ; while the destruction of smaH 
frontier settlements by the Indian tribes 1n our own 
country is at the same time little known, if ndt 
entirely forgotten. Thus the miseries of our ncfigh- 
"bors and friends around us, whose bitter cries have 
been heard in our streets, are too often suffered -to 
pass unnoticed down the current of tfme into Hie 
tomb of oblivion. 

The burning of Royalton was an event most in- 
auspicious and distressing to the first settiers of' 
that town. Nor is it a little strange that, among 
the numerous authors who have recorda<rthe events 
of the American revolution, some of them tave not 
given place in their works to a more fuH deta'H of 
•&iat afflictive scene. 

liftboring under all the dtScultieB and *hard*ips 
to "whidh our infent settlements were subject, ^nd 
striving by persevering industry to soar above every 
obstacle which might present itself to obstruct their 
progress, iihey had filled their 1)arns with the fruits 
of the Jli^^d, theii' storehouses were cjtowiied with 
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A® comforts of life, and all nstui^ seeoted toivwr 
a propitioas Bmile. All around them promised pcoB- 
perit^. Tbey were far removed from fte noise of, 
war ; and, tiioogb eonsekns (tf their danger, fondly 
hoped Ibey should esciqte the rayages of a savage 
foe. 

Boyalton was chari^ed in ibe year 1779. A con- 
siderable settlement, however, bad taken place pre- 
vious to that time, and the town was in a thriving 
condition. Large stocks of cattle, whieb would 
confer honor upon the enterprise of farmers in old 
countries, were here seen grazing in their fields. 

United by common interest, living on terms of 
friendship, and manifesting that each one in a good 
degisee "loved his neighbor as himself,^' harmony 
prevailed -in their borders, social happiness was 
Qpr.ead around their firesides, and plenty crowned 
tisir labors. But, alasi the dread&I reverse re- 
matius to be told. While joys possessed ware turned 
to sorrows, their hopes for joys to come were 
)j»kM9ted. And as the former starongly msffked the 
frievoms owitrast betwe^ a fHtakto of prosperity and 
aSli^tiou, the bMfx only showed the fallaey of prom- 
ime Wfsmb^m the future. 

0n tibe miming of thel&th oTOctober, 1780, 
hftbwB tibe darn of day, tibe inhabitants of %U» Uvm 
ifmxi sur jvpised by 4he approadh of >about tbxee i^un- 
4iad ludiAiiNs of vjwriioiQS tribes. Tb«y w^se led by 
the Gaghneweipa liabe, aad bad h& Canada In^d- 
ii^ to dMtasoy Newjo^ury, a towa in iko mffififfu -^art 
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tenant bj the name of Hbrten was tlieir chief comr 
mander ; and one Le Mott, a Trenehman, was his 
second. Their pilot, or leader, was a despicable 
villain, by the name of Hamilton, who had been 
made prisoner by the Americans at the taking of 
Bnrgoyne in 1777. He had been at Newbury and 
Boyalton the preceding sammer on parole of honor, 
left the latter place with several others, under pre- 
tence of going to sttrvey lands in the northern part 
of this state, and went directly to the enemy. He 
was doubtless the first instigator of those awful 
depredations which were the bitter fruits of this ex- 
pedition, and which ought to stamp his name with 
infamy and disgrace. 

On their way thither, it is said, they came across 
several men from Newbury, who were engaged in 
hunting near the place where , Montpelier village 
now stands, and made them prisoners. They made 
known thdr object to these hunters, and inquired of 
them whether an armed force was stationed at New- 
bury. Knowing the defenceless state of that town, 
and hoping they should be able to indnce the In- 
dians to relinquish thdr object and return to Canada, 
they told them that such an armed garrison was kept 
at Newbury as would render it extremely dangerous 
for them to approach — thus artfully dissembling by 
ambiguity of expression the true condition of thtir 
fellow-townsmen, and, like Bahab the harlot, saved 
their father's honse from destruction. 

Unwilling, howeveir, that their expedition should 
I»rove wholly fruitless, they turned tiim course to 
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Boyalton. No arguments which the prisoners could 
adduce were sufficient to persuade them from that 
determination. 

Following up Onion River as far as the mouth of 
Stevens's branch, which empties into the river at 
Montpblier, they steered their course through Barre, 
at that time called Wildersburg ; proceeded up 
Gaol branch, which forms apart of Stevens's branch, 
and travelled over the mountains through Orange 
and Washington ; thence down the first branch of 
White River, through Chelsea and Tunbridge, to 
Royalton. They laid in their encampment at Tun- 
bridge, not far distant from Royalton, during the 
Sabbath, the day preceding their attack upon the 
latter place, for the purpose of concerting measures 
to carry into effect their atrocious and malignant 
designs. Here were matured those diabolical seeds 
of depredation and cruelty from which sprang bitr 
temess, sorrow, and death. 

As they entered the town before daylight ap- 
peared, darkness covered their approach, and they 
were not discovered till Monday morning at dawn 
of day, when they entered the house of Mr. John 
Hutchinson, who resided not far from the line sep- 
arating Royalton from Tunbridge. He was totally 
ignorant of their approach, and wholly unsuspicious 
of danger till they burst the door upon him. 

Here they took Mr. John Hutchinson and Abyah 

Hutchinson, his brother, prisoners, and plundered 

the house ; crossed the first branch, and went to the 

house of Mr. Robert Havens, who lived at a small 

16* 
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distance from Mr. Hatchinson's, Mr. Harens had 
gone out into his pasture in pursuit of his sheep, 
and having ascended a hill about forty rods from 
bis house, hearing his neighbor Hatchiason's dog 
bark, halted, and stood in pensive silence. Here 
he listened with deep anxiety to know the extent 
of the evil he feared. But, alas! he little expected 
to find a herd of savage men. It was his only fear 
that Bome voracious animal was among his sheep, 
which so disturbed the watchful dog. While he 
listened in silence, with his thoughts suspended, he 
heard a noise as of sheep or cattle running with full 
speed through the water. Casting his eye to the 
west, towards his own dwelling, he beheld a com- 
pany of Indians just entering the door. Seeing his 
own danger, he immediately laid down under a log, 
and hid himself from their sight. But he could not 
hide sorrow from his mind. Here he wept. Tears 
trickling down his withered ^cheeks bespoke the 
anguish of his soul while he thought upon the dis 
tress of his family. With groaninga unutterable he 
lay a while, heard the piercing shrieks of his be- 
loved wife, and saw his sons escaping for their 
lives. 

Laden with the weight of years, decrepit and in- 
firm, he wa& sensible if he appeared in sight it would 
prove his death. He therefore resolved not to move 
until a favorable opportunity presented. His son, 
Daniel Havens, and Thomas Pember were m the 
housC; and made their appearance at the door a lit- 
tle before the Indians came up. Beholding the foe 
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bat few rods diatant» they ran for fheir lives. Daniel 
Havens made his escape by throwing himself over a 
hedge fence down the bank of the branch and 
crawling nnder a log, although a large number of 
the Indians passed directly over it in pursuit of 
him. Who can tell the fears that agitated his 
bosom while these savage pursuers stepped upon the 
log under which he lay ? and who can tell the joys 
he felt when he saw them pass off, leaving him in 
safety? — a quick transition from painful fear and 
imminent danger to joyful peace aAd calm retire- 
ment. They pursued Thomas Pember till they came 
so near as to throw a spear at him, which pierced 
his body and put an end to his existence. He ran 
some time, however, after he was wounded, till by 
loss of blood he fainted, fell, and was unable to 
proceed farther. The savage monsters came up, 
several times thrust a spear through his body, took 
off his scalp, and left him food for worms. While 
they were tearing his scalp from his head, how did 
his dying groans pierce tjhe skies and call on Him 
who holds the scales of justice to mark their cruelty 
and avenge his blood ! 

He had spent the night previous at the house of 
Mr. Havens, engaged in amorous conversation with a 
daughter of Mr. Havens, who was his choice compan- 
ion, tiie intended partner of his life. 

By imagination we view the fair survivor sur- 
rounded by the savage tribe, whose frightful aspeet 
threatened ruin ; her soul overwhelmed with fear, 
and stung with grief^ bereft of her dearest friend. 
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Thej made the house of Mr. Havens their rallying 
point, or post of observation, and stationed a part 
of their company there to guard their baggage and 
make preparations for retreat when they had com- 
pleted their work of destruction. Like the messen- 
ger of death, silent and merciless, they were scarcely 
seen till felt ; or, if seen, filled the mind with terror, 
nor often afforded opportunity for escape. Moving 
with violent steps, they proceeded down the first 
branch to its mouth; while a number, armed with 
spears, led the van, and were followed by others, 
armed with muskets and scalping knives. The for- 
mer they called runrierSf who were directed to kill 
all those who should be overtaken in an attempt to 
escape ; while the latter, denominated gunners^ took 
charge of the prisoners, and scalped those who were 
killed. 

They had not proceeded far brfore a young man, by 
the name of Elias Button, being ignorant of their ap- 
proach, made his appearance in the road but a few 
rods from them. Espying his danger, he turned and 
ran with the greatest possible speed in his power to 
escape their cruel hands. The savage tribe pursued 
him with their usual agility, soon overtook the trem- 
bling youth, pierced his body with their spears, took 
off his scalp, and left him weltering in his gore. 
Young, vigorous, and healthy, and blessed with the 
brightest hopes of long life and good days, he was 
overtaken by the merciless stroke of death without 
having a minute's warning. Innocence and bravery 
were no shield, nor did activity Becure him a safe 
retreat 
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That ihej might be enabled to fall upon the inhab- 
itants unawares, and thereby secure a greater num- 
ber of prisoners as well as procure a greater quan- 
tity of plunder, they kept profound silence till they 
had arrived at the mouth of the branch. 

After killing Pember and Button, and taking such 
plunder as most pleased their fancy, they proceeded 
to the house of Joseph Kneeland, who resided about 
half a mile distant from the house of Mr. Hayens. 
Here they found Messrs. Simeon Belknap, Giles 
Gibbs, and Jonathan Brown, together with Joseph 
Kneeland and his aged father, all of whom they 
made prisoners. They then went to the house of 
Mr. Elias Curtis, where they took Mr. Curtis, John 
Kent, and Peter Mason. Mrs. Curtis had jast 
waked from the slumbers of the night, and was 
about dressing herself as she sat upon her bed, 
when the savage monsters entered the door ; and 
one of them instantly flew at her, with a large knife 
in his hand, and seized her by the neck, apparently 
intending to cut her throat. While in the very at- 
titude of inflicting the fatal wound, the murderous 
wretch discovered a string of gold beads around 
her neck, which attracted his attention, and pre- 
vented the dreadful stroke of death. Thus his 
avidity for gold allayed his thirst for human blood. 
His raging passions were suddenly cooled ; curiosity 
restrained his vengeance and spared the life of the 
frightened object of his cruelty. He had put the 
knife to her throat, and eternity seemed open to her 
view ; but instead of taking her life he only took 
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her beads, and left her rejoicing at her deliverance. 
The barbarous looks of the wicked crew bespoke 
their malignant designs, and caused horror and dis- 
may to fill the minds of all who beheld them. But, 
alas I who can tell what horror thrilled the bosom 
of this trembling woman? What fearful pangs 
were made to pierce her soul ! Behold the tawny 
wretch, with countenance wild and awful grimaces, 
standing by her bedside, holding her by the throat 
with one hand, and the weapon of death in the other I 
See standing around her a crowd of brutal savages, 
the sons of violence, foul tormenters ! In vain do I 
attempt to paint the scene. Nor will I pretend to 
describe the feelings of a kind and tender mother, 
who, reposing in the arms of sleep, with her infant 
at her bosom, is roused from her slumbers by the ap- 
proach of a tribe of savage Indians at her bedside. 
To prevent an alarm from being sounded abroad, 
they commanded the prisoners to keep silence on 
pain of death. While the afflicted inhabitants be- 
held their property wasted and their lives exposed to 
the arrows of death, it caused their hearts to swell 
with grief. But they were debarried the privilege of 
making known their sufferings to their nearest friends, 
or even to pour out their cries of distress, while sur- 
rounded by the savage band, whose malevolent ap- 
pearance could not fail to spread fear and distress in 
every bosom. They plundered every house they 
found till they arrived at the mouth of the branch. 
Here the commander, a British officer, took his stand 
with a small party of Indians, while some went up 
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and others down on each side of the river to complete 
the work of destraction. They had already taken 
geveral horses, which some of them rode, to facilitate 
their march and enable them to overtake those who 
attempted to make their escape. Frightened at the 
horrible appearance of their riders, who were in no 
way qualified to manage them, the horses served 
rather to impede than hasten their progress. 

Instigated by " the powers of darkness,'' fired 
with rage, eager to obtain that booty which they 
acquired by the pillage of bouses, and fearful, at the 
same time, that they should themselves fall a prey i 
to the American forces, they pursued their ravages 
with infuriated zeal, and violence^ and horror at- 
tended their movement. ^ - ' ^ 

General Elias Stevens, who resided in the first 
house on the river above the mouth of the branch, 
had gone down the river about two miles, and was 
engaged at work with his oxen and cart. While 
busily employed loading his cart, casting his eye up 
the.river he beheld a man approaching, bareheaded, 
with his horse upon the run, Who, seeing General 
Stevens, cried out, " For God's sake, turn out your 
oxen, for the Indians are at the mill 1 " * General 
Stevens hastened to unyoke his oxen, turned them 
out, and immediately mounted his horse and started 
to return to his family, filled with fearful apprehen- 
sions for the fate of his beloved wife and tender oflf- 
spring. He had left them in apparent safety, repos- 

* Tke nUls to wldch he nfemd, owned hf a Hr. Morgan, wore sit- 
nated on the flrit branch, near its month. 
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ing in the arms of sleep. Haying proceeded on bis 
return about half way home, he met Captain Joseph 
Parkhurst, who informed him that the Indians were 
but a few rods distant, in swift pursuit down the riyer, 
and that, unless he returned immediately, he would 
ineyitably Ml into their hand^. 

Apprised of his danger, he turned and acoompanied 
the captain down the riyer. Conjugal and parental 
affection alone can suggest to the imagination of the 
reader what were the feelings of Oeneral Steyens 
when compelled for his own safety to leaye the wife of 
his bosom and their little ones to the mercy of a say- 
age foe. What pains did he feel when he found him- 
self depriyed of all possible means to afford them re- 
lief I Nor could he expect a more fayorable eyent 
than to find them all sa(^ficed at the shrine of sayage 
barbarity. Who, not totally deyoid of sympathy, 
can refrain to drop a tear as he reflects upon those 
painful emotions which agitated the general's breast 
when he was forced to turn his back upon his belbyed 
family while thus exposed to danger ? Indeed, it was 
his only source of consolation that he might be able 
to afford assistance to his defenceless neighbors ; and 
as they soon came to the house of Deacon Daniel Bix, 
he there found opportunity to lend the hand of pity. 
General Steyens took Mrs. Rix and two or three 
children with him upon his horse ; Captain Park- 
hurst took Mrs. Benton and seyeral children upon 
his horse with him ; and they all rode off as fiist as 
possible, accompanied by Deacon Bix and seyeral 
others on foot, till they arriyed at the place where 
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ibif gep^ri^l first received the al^'rm. Fillc^ intb 
fnnjdetjr for his &uiily, aad uot haviog seen a.ny tq,- 
.^ancf, £rejaeral Steveji? here cQucladed again to 
r^^n, hopiog he should be able to re^eb home in 
iifne to sec«ire bis household Irom danger before the 
Indians arrived. . Leaving Mrs. Bix and childrei[i in 
the care of a Mr. burroughs, he stqrte4 fpf home, 
B^i hi^d proceeded about half a mile ^h^en he discov- 
ered the Indians in the road ^ead of him, but a few 
rod^ distant. He quickly tijurued about, hastened his 
retreat, soon overtook the c(»npany he had left, and 
e^e&ted them immediately to leave the rof^ and 
^Id to the woods, to prevent being tajjcen. Tho^ 
who were on foot jumped over the fence, ba3tened to 
^ woods out of sight of the Indians, wherie tiiey re- 
paip^ed in safety, undi^cov^ed by the savs^e foe, who 
1^^ ihe road in pursuit of General Stevens. He 
.parsed down the road about half a mile, and cmne to 
Ijbe house of Mr. Tilly Parkhurst, his f$tther-in-l{^w. 
Seeiog his sister engaged in milking by the barn, he 
"i»ld her to leave her cow immediatdy, or the In- 
4iaxis would have ha*,'^ and left her to seci^e li&r 
f^wi^ retreat. They were now in plain sight, not 
more than eighty or a hundred rods off. The road 
wt^ full of tiiem^ running like bloodhounds. The 
^f^^ieral rode to th$ house, told them to rjm for th^ir 
J^ve^ fkn4 proceed to warn others who lived oon- 
ligpou^. By this time the way was filled inrith men, 
wopetn, and children, mi a large body of Indimi in 
91^ view but just behind them. The Savage tribe 
BOW bqgan to make the surrounding irjldaruj^ 
' J7 
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reecho with their frightM yells. Frightened and 
alarmed for their safetj, children clung to their par- 
ents.; and half-distracted mothers, filled with feajEfnl 
apprehensions of approaching destruction, were 
heard to make the air resound with their cries of 
distress. Qeneral Sterens endeayored to get them 
into the woods, out of sight of the Indians. Fear 
had usurped the power of reason, and Wisdom's 
voice was drowned in the torrent of distraction. 
There was no time for argument *; all was at stake ; 
the enemy hard by, and fast approaching ; def»ice- 
less mothers, with helpless infants in their arms, -flee- 
ing for their lives. Despair was spread before them, 
while the roaring flood of destruction seemed rolling 
behind them. Few could be persuaded to go into 
the woods ; and most of them kept the road till 
they arrived at the house of Captain E. Parkhurst, 
in Sharon. Here they halted a moment to take 
breath, hoping they should not be pursued any far- 
ther. The Indians, being taken up in plundering 
the houses, had now fallen considerably in the rear. 
But the unhappy victims of distress had not long 
been here when the cruel pursuers again appeared 
in sight. 

Screaming and crying now witnessed the horrors 
of that dreadful scene. Groans and tears bespoke 
the feelings of a heart agitated with fear and swol- 
len with grief. There was no time to be lost. 
While they waited they waited for destruction. 
Ohildren hanging to their mothers' clothes ; moth- 
era inquiring what they should do, and calling for 
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a&sistifiBce ; floods of tears and piercing shriekis,— r 
all presented to view a most painful scene. Seeing 
the Indians approaefaing with hideous jells that 
thrilled the heart of every one, General Stevens put 
his mother and his sister upon his own horse. Cap- 
tain Joseph Parkhurst put Mrs. Bix and three of 
her children upon another horse, without a bridle, 
and ordered them to hasten their flight. There yet 
remained the wife of Captain E. Purkhurst^ who 
stood in the most critical situation in which a wo- 
man can be placed, begging and crying for help, 
surrounded by six small children clinging to her 
cloflies and pleading with her for protection. Alas I 
how awful was the spectacle, how affecting the 
scene, to see a woman in this deplorable condition 
pleading for succor when none Could help, when 
safety and support had fled, and dangers were rush- 
ing upon her t A heart not devoid of sympathy 
could not fail to weep. Conscious of her wretched 
situation, feeling for her dear children, being told 
there was no probability for her escape, gathering 
her little ones around her she wept in bitterness of 
soul ; tears of pity ran down her cheeks while she 
Waited the approach of the savage tribe to inflict 
upon her whatever malice could invent or inhuman- 
ity devise. 

Her husband, to whom she fain would have looked 
for protection, was gone from home when all her 
woes fell upon her. Well might she say, " There- 
fore are my loins filled with pain ; pangs have taken 
hold upon me as the pangs of a woman that trav- 
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aileth ; my heirt panted ; fearfnliieas afrigliiad me ; 
the night of my pleasure hath he tarned iato jEear 
mto me.'' While Mrs* Parkhoret saw her friends 
and neighbors fle^g from her, and bdieUl the In- 
dians approaching irith kapotnoos step, her bosooBL 
throbbed with anjgnish; horror eeuaedJ^rBoiil; a&d 
death, immediate deatii, botii to her and her ehil* 
dren, ^ stood thick aanooad her/' thraateniBg to 
thrust his digger into Iier aching heart Th«re was 
no time to decide on the priority of clsims to pity 
or the demands <^ jnstice* Those who w^^ near- 
est at band first received assistenee j notii howe^ver, 
without regard to that i^ectiott whkb Sirisesfrom 
oonsanguinity or amtnaumiial connection ; and these 
relatioiiB not only unite the hearto bnt connect the 
hands m scenes of distress. 

At tiie tmie General Sterans pat his mother and 
his sister upon Us horse, the Indiaaui were not eight 
reds from him ; th^, incompany with Mrs. Bix and 
her children, rode off as fS»Bt as possible : the gen- 
end foltowed with several others on foot Part of 
the Indians pursned them, while o^th^ars entered tibe 
house and pkindened it of its furniture. They took 
her eldest son fsem her; then ordeiHwl herewith the 
rest of her children, to leave the bouse* She ao 
cordingly repaired into the fields back of the house 
wiiiifiye of her ohil^trea,and remainad in safety till 
they liad laft 4be place. 8oon aftw Oeainral Stevens 
started, his dog came in his way, sad eaasod him to 
stombk and £iJU, wUsh so reterded his jircigress 
that he was sdiliged to >fleo to the woods Ibr-safiBtjr, 
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leaving the women and ehikireB to nake the best 
of their retreat. The Indians pai:saed down the 
road after them with frightful jells, and soon over- 
took those who were on foot. They took Gardner 
Rix, son of Deaeon Bis,* a boj about fourteen 
years old, just at tiate heels of his mother's horset 
while she was compelled to witness the painful sight. 
Alas! what distress and herredr filled her bosom, 
when she, with three of her children no less dear 
than herself, fleeing from the savage foe, mounted 
i^n a horse snorting with &ar,hftying ikothing but 
a pocket handkerchief ia hi& mouth tor a bridle, saw 
her weuied son, faint for want of breath, &U a cap^ 
tive to this barbarous crew! Crttd &teJ The 
trembling youth, orerwhelaied wttib fear aod bathed 
in tears, was now torn from his te&der parents, and 
eompdled to roam the wildemeBS to unknown re- 
giona. Not waa the disconsolate mother, with h^ 
other little ones, left in a much more safe conditioiL 
Exposed and expecting every step to fall to the 
ground, which, if it proved not their death, would 
leave them a prey to the ravage monsters, no Umgo^ 
ean tell the pains she felt, Bor pern dewribe the h(M> 
rors of her soul. To behold her iittle son, while 
fleeing for his life, fell into tiie hands of these isooa 
M cruelty, what kind an4 tender eiother would not 
feel her heart to bleed? Hay we not listen to tim 
vmse of Inrngination, and Ifeear her say, '^' 
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•* O i^lnito dktMM ! fiidi fAging giitl 
Should eommand pitj, and dnptir relief; 
Passioiiy methinks, should rite from all my groans, 
GiTe sense to rocks and sympathy to stones '* ? 

The Indians pursued the women and children as 
far as the house of Mr. Benedict, the distance of 
about a mOe. Thej effected their escape, though 
surrounded with dangers and pursued with impetu- 
ous and clamorous steps. Here they discovered 
Mr. Benedict on the opposite side of a stream, called 
Broad Brook, which ran near the house. Thej 
beckoned to hare him come over to them ; choos- 
ing, howeyer, not to hazard the consequences of 
yielding obedience to their request, he turned and 
ran a short distance, and hid himself under a log. 
H^ had not long been in this situation when these 
bloodthirsty wretches came and stood upon the same 
log, and were heard by him to exclaim, in angry 
tone, '' If we could find him he should feel the tom- 
ahawk." 

After standing upon the log some time, and en- 
deayoring to espy the concealed, trembling object 
of their pursuit^ they left him and returned to the 
bouse. Ah, what joy filled his bosom when he saw 
these messengers of death pass away, leaving him in 
safety 1 How must his heart have glowed with 
gratitude towards the" great Preserver of men " at 
this unexpected deliverance from the most imminent 
danger I 

His joys, however, were not unmingled with sor- 
row, as the fell destroyers were still at his house, 
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oommitting rarages and wasting his property. But 
BO man can be supposed to put his property in com- 
petition with his life. 

The Indians pursued down the river about forty 
rods farther, where they made a young man, by the 
name of Avery, prisoner, and then concluded to 
return. 

While they were at the house of Tilly Parkhurst, 
aforementioned, (which was about ax miles from 
the place they entered Boyalton,) his son, Phineas 
Parkhurst, who had been to alarm the people on the 
east side of the riv^r, just as he entered the stream 
on his return discovered the Indians at his father's 
door. Finding himself in danger, he immediately 
turned to go back * and the Indians just at this time 
happened to see him, and fired upon him. This was 
the first gun they fired after they, entered, the town. 
The ball entered his back, went through his body, 
came out under his ribs, and lodged in the skin : 
notwithstanding the wound, he was, however, able 
to ride, and continued his retreat to Lebanon, in the 
State of New Hampshire, the distance of about six- 
teen miles, with very little stop, supporting the ball 
between his fingers. He now resides in that town, 
and sustains the character of a useful physician, and 
an industrious, indepepdent farmer. 

That party of Indians which went down on the 
east side of the river extended their ravages as far 
as the house of Captain Gilbert, in Sharon, where a 
public house is now kept by Captain Dana. Here 
they took a nephew of Captain Gilbert, by the name 
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of Nathaniel Gilbert, a boy abont Meen years of 
age. They now resolved to return, and commenced 
that waste of property which tracked their progress. 
As they retraced their steps, they set fire to all the 
bnildings they found, of every description. They 
spread desolation and distress wherever they went. 
Houses filled with furniture and family supplies for 
the winter, bams stored with the fruits of industry, 
aiid fields stocked with herds of cattle irere sill kidi 
wkste. 

They shot and killed fourteen fat oxen in on6 yard, 
which, in consequence of the inhabitants being dis- 
persed, were wholly lost. Cows, shee|), and hogs, 
and, ilideed, every creature designed by the God of 
nature to Supply the wants of man, which came 
within their sight, feH a prey to these dreadful spoil- 
ers. Par^ts torn from tbeit children, husbands 
separated from their wives, and children snatched 
from their parents presented to view an indescrib^ 
able scene of wretchedness and distress. Somd 
were driveti fSrom their once peaceful habitations 
into the adjacent wilderness for safety, there to 
wait the destruction of their property ;' stung with 
the painful reflection that their friends, perhaps ^ 
kind father and aflfectionate brother, were made 
captives, and compelled to travel with a tawny herd 
of savage men into the wild regions of the north, 
to be delivered into the hands of enemies and un- 
dergo the fatigues and dangers of a wretched captiv- 
ity; or, what was scarcely more to be deploriefd^ 
learn with pain that they had fkllen th6 unhajpj)y 
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TiotuDB to the relentlesB fury of the savage tribe, 
and were weltering in their gore where there was 
no. eye to pity or friendly hand to administer relief. 

The third paafy* of Indians who went np the 
river first came to the house of General Stevens- 
Daniel Havens, whose escape I have mentioned, 
went directly there, and warned the family of their 
danger. Trembling with fear, he only stepped into 
the house, told them that ** the Indians were as 
thick as the d — ^1 at their house," and turned and 
' went directly out, leaving the family to secure their 
own retreat. 

Mrs. Stevens and the family were in bed, except- 
ing her husband, who, as before stated, had gone 
down the river, about two miles from home. She 
immediately arose from her bed, flung some loose 
clothes over her, took up her child, and had scs^rce- 
ly got to the fire when a large body of Indians 
rushed in at the door. They immediately ransacked 
the house in search of men^ and then took the beds 
and bedding, carried them out of doors, cut open 
the bed ticks, and threw the feathers' into the air. 
Thia made them sport enough. Nor did they fail 
to manifest their infernal gratification by their tar- 
tarean shouts and disingenuous conduct. 

Mrs. Stevens entreated them to let her have some 
clothes for herself and child ; but her entreaties: 
were in vain. They were deaf to the calls of the 
needy, and disr^arded the demands of justice. 
Her cries reached their ears, but nothing could 
ezdte one single glow of sympathy. Her destitute 
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and safferittg condition was plain before their ey*# • 
bnt they were blind to objects of compassion. AlAd t 
what •bitterness of soul, irhat anguish, what heart- 
rending pangs of fear distressed V%t tender bosom I 
Snrrounded by these pitiless, terrific monsters in 
human shape, with Jier little offspring in her arms, 
whose piercing shrieks and tender age called for 
compassion ; exposed to the raging fire of savage 
jealousy, unquenchable by a mother's tears ; aiixiousr 
for the safety and mourbing the absence of her 
bosom friend, the husband of her youth, — it is be^ 
yond the powers of imagination to conceire or lan- 
guage to express the sorrows of her heart. 

At one moment securely reposing in the arms ot 
sleep, with her darling infant at her breast ; the 
next amid a sarage crew, whose wicked hands were 
employed in spreading desolation and mischief, 
whose mortal rage exposed her to the arrows of 
death. After plundering the house they told Mrs. 
Stevens to " be gone or they would burn.*^ She had 
been afraid to make any attempt to escape, but now 
gladly embraced the opportunity. She hastened 
into the adjacent wilderness, carrying her child, 
whei'e she tarried till the Indians had left the 
town. 

A boy by the name of Daniel Waller, about four- 
teen years old, who lived with General Stevens, 
hearing the alarm given by Mr. Hatens, s^t out in^ 
mediately to go to the general and give him the iit- 
formation. He had proceeded about half a mile 
when he met the.IttdiaAs, was taken prisOiner, attd 
carried to Canada. 
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!Ch€^ left the biOnse and bars of Gsneral Stereiui 
in ficmei»j and proceed^ op the mer as far as Mr. 
Durkae^a, vltere thejr took twa of his boys prison* 
6fB, Adau and Andrew, and earried the fmrmer to 
Camida^ who died- there in prison^ 

Seeing a sinoke arise aboTe the trees in the woods 
adjacent, the hostile inradefB directed their eonrse 
to the spot, where they foond a yotmg man, by the 
name of Prince Haskell, busily engaged in ehop* 
piag, for the commencement of a settlement; fias^ 
kdl heard a rostling^ among the leaves behind him, 
and, turning round, beheld two Indians but a few 
fsQt from him. One stood with his g^ pointed di- 
rectly at him, and the other in the attitude vt tbrow'» 
ing a tomahawk. Finding he had no chance to 
esci^V he deliyered himself mp as a prisoner, and 
was also^ carried to Canada. He returned' in about 
one year, after midnring the dost eztrente sufferings 
in bi&wipieriiigs throagh the wilderness on his way 
home* 

A Mr« Chafb^"^ who fived at the bouse of Mr« 
Hendeef starts early in the^ morning to go to the 
bouse of Mr. Mias Curtis to get bis horse shod. 
On his way he saw Mr. John Kent ahead of him^ 
who was upon the same business. Wishing to ptot in 
Us claiai before Mr. Chafee, he ro^e very fast, and 
arrived at the house first. He had scarcely dm^ 
mim n t g d trmsk his horse when the Indians came oat 
ef Ike hMse, took hiin by the hair of his head, and 



' « Jtr. €lMdto ihv* Mi» iia«v mr. B«ii«r noir ttv«% 



y Google 



204 B^BHING OF BOYALTOX. 

palled him over backwards. Seeing thia, Hr« 
Ohafee immediately dismoanted, jamped behind the 
8hop, hastened away, keeping such a direction as 
would cause the shop to hide his retreat. Thus he 
kept oat of sight of the Indians, effected^ his escape, 
and retomed to the hcKise of Mr. Hendee.* On re- 
ceiving the alarm ^iven by Mr. Ohafee, Mr. Hendee 
directed his wife to take her little boy^ about seven 
years old, and her little daughter, who was still . 
younger, and hasten to one of their neighbors for 
safety; while he shotdd go to Bethel, the town west 
of Royalton, and give the alarm at the fort. 

Mrs. Hendee had not proceeded far when she was 
met by Several Indians upon the run, who took her 
little boy firo^: her. Feeling anxious for the fate 
of her child, she inquired what they were going to 
do with him. They replied thi^t they should make 
a soldier of him ; and then hastened away, pulling 
him along by the hand, leaving the weeping mother 
with her little daughter to witness the .scene and 
hear the piercing shrieks of her darling son.. 

This leads me to notice one instance of female 
heroism, blended with benevolence, displftyed by 
Mrs. Hendee; whose name deserves ever to be held 
in ranemforance by every fidend of humanity. 

She was now separated from her hurt)aad, and 
placed in the midst of a savage crew, who were com- 
mitting the most horrid depredations and destroy- 
ing every kind of property that fell witiiin their 

• I&, Hoide* ltT«4iiflir «lMn]IH» Dewey B<nraT»Srl86S. 
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grasp. Defenceless, and ^posed. to the shafts of 
envy -or the rage of a company of despicable tories 
ai^d brutal savages, the afllicted mother, robbed of 
her only son, proceeded down the river with her 
tender little , daughter hanging to her clothes, 
screaming with fear, pleading with her mother to 
keep away jthe Indians. ^ , 

In this condition, possessing, uncommon resolution 
and great presence of mind, she determined again to 
get possession of her son. As she passed down the 
river she met several tories who were with the In- 
dians, of whom she continued to inquire what they 
intended to do with the children they had taken, 
Mid received an answer that they should kill them. 
Still determined not to part with her son, she passed 
on and soon discovered a large body of Indians 
stationed on the opposite side of the river. Wish- 
ing to find the commanding officer, and supposing 
him to be there, she set out to cross the river, and 
just as she arrived at the bank, an old Indian 
stepped ashore. He could not talk English, but 
requested by signs to know where she was going. 
She signified that she was going to cross ; when he, 
supposing she. intended to deliver herself up to them 
as a prisoner, kindly offered to carry her and her 
child across on big back. But she refused to be Clu^ 
ried. He then insist^ upon carrying her child ; to 
which she consented. The little girl cried, and said 
" she didn't want to ride the old Indian." She was, 
however, persuaded to ride him ; and th^y all set 
ovt to ford the river. 
18 
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Baring proceeded about half way across, tbey 
eame to deeper and swifter water ; and the old tn- 
dian, patting the mother upon the shonlder, gave 
her to understand that if she would tarry upon a 
rock near them, which was not cohered with watef , 
till he had carried her child over, he would return 
and carry heralso* She therefore stopped and sat 
upon the rock till he had carried her daughter and 
set it upon the opposite shore, when he returned 
aitd took her upon his back, lugged her otet, Bui 
Wrfely landed her with her child. 

Supported by a consddusness of the justice of her 
tkmt, bravkg etery danger, and haeardittg tbc^ 
aiost dreadful consequences, not excepting lier awtk 
life and that of her children, she now sat out to ad^ 
eompKsh her object 

She hast^tied to the commanding officer, and bold- 
ly inquired of him what he intended to do witt betr 
ehild. He told h^i' that it wa» contrary to orckw 
to injure women or children. " Such boys as'rtioilM 
be taken,^' he said, " would be trained for serldien^, 
flmd would not be hurf 

" Ton know," said she, in reply, « that these litlte 
ones cannot endure the fatigues of a mareb tbrou^b 
the raet extent of wilderness which y^ ar« calctt" 
latfng to para. And whent their tre^Mlllg limbd 
iHkall fibil to support their f^ble bodies, and tb«f 
istm no loi^^er g^, the tovaahawk taOi ^be sealping 
kfiife will be the only relief yoU wUl afford tlN»n. 
Instead of falHng iAto a motiier'ai anas »nd r0e#r« 
ing a mother's tender care, you Will yittld ttidHMM 
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fte arms of death, aasd ettrOi mast be tb^r pilioir 
irkere tbe bowling wi][deiaiess shall be their onl^r 
sbelter. Truly a shelter from 4 mother's tears, bnl 
Bot from tfae jaws of wild beasts or a parent's grief. 
Afid gire me leave to tell you/' added she, " were 
yem possessed of a parent's knre^ could you feel the 
anguish of a mothcer's heart at the loss oi her first 
bom, her darKng son, torn from her bosom by the 
wicked hands of sarage men, no^entreaties would be 
required to obtain the release of my dear child." 

fiortoa replied, "thgt the Indiaiis were an xm- 
goyeraable race, and would not be persuaded to 
giro up any thing they should see fit to take.'' 

^ You are their eoimnaud!^^'' otetituied she, "* dnd 
Ibey mi»t and will ijibey you. The eurse will fall 
upon you fer wfiaterer crime ihey may eomnut ; and 
all tiie innoeent bfood«tbey shall h^e died will be 
found in your shirts 'when the seiereteof mefi''s 
hearts Aall bo made known ;' and it will then cry 
iior y^geanee on your head!" 

Mdlted inle tews nt this generoi» display of w^ 
teraal affeetion^r the infamous destroyer Mi a relent^ 
ing is his tMOKHii, boiTed hia he«d under the> weight 
of thie pomvful dloqiienGe and simple boldness of 
the brate heroine^ imd assuced her th4t ^e wouM 
deliter her child up when the Indians arrited wifli 
hiin« The party who took him had »^t yet retiir»ed» 
Whjm he aitrred, Horton, with mneh dlflculfy, pt^ 
railed ofi Urn Indiane to dditer him up^ Afler flll# 
bad gataM potsesaiosof him, the set out^ leMlif 
him and her little girl by the hand, and hastened 
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•way with speed, while the mingled seiisalioiid of 
fear, joy, and gratitude filled her bosom. She had 
not gone more than ten i*od^ when Horton followed, 
and told her to go back and stay till- the dcouting 
parties had returned, lest they should again take her 
boy from her. She accordingly returned, and tarried 
with the Indians till they all arrived and started .for 
Canada, While she was there, several of her neigh^ 
bors' children, about the same age of her own, were 
brought there as captives. Possessing benevolence 
equal to her courage, she now made suit for them ; 
and, by her warm and affectionate entreaties, suc- 
ceeded in procuring Jtheir release. While she 
waited for their departure, sitting upon a pile of 
boards, with the little objects of charity around her 
holding fast to her clothes, with their cheeks wet 
with tears, an old Indian came and took her son by 
the hand, and endeavored to get him aWay. She're* 
fused to let him go, and held him fast by the other 
hand till Ihe savage monst^ violently waved bis cut- 
lass over her head, and the piercing shrieks of her 
beloved child filled the air. ^ This excited the rage 
of the barbarous crew so n»ioh as to endanger hw 
own and. the lives of the children aroimd her, and 
compelled her to yield him Into his hands. She 
again made known her grievances to Hortcm, when« 
after consideraMe altercation, with the' Indians, he* 
obtained lier son, and deliyered him to lier a second 
time, though he might be said to ^'fear not God nor 
r^gajtl man.^ Thus, like the importunate widow 
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who *^ troubled the mnjtfflt judge,'' this youtig wotn&ti* 
oirtained the release of nine small boys from a 
wretobed captiTitj, which donbtless wo^Id hare 
proY^ thrir death. She led eight of them away, 
together with her daughter ^ all hanging to her own 
elothes and to each, other, mutually rejoicing at their 
delircsanee.. The other, whose name was Andret^ 
Dorkee, whom the Indians had carried to the house 
ot Mr; Havens, was there released according to the 
agreement of Horton with Mrs. Hendee, and sent 
teek on account of his lameness. 

Being told that the great bone in his leg had 
been taken out in consegiience of a fever sore^ lui 
old Indian examixied it^ and cried out, ''No boont 
no go I ^ and^ giving him a blanket and a hatchet, 
sent him baek. 

Mrs. Hendee carried two of the children across 
liie rivw on her back, one at a time, and the others 
waded tiirough the water with their arms aroand 
eiAch other's neck. After crossing the river she 
travelled about three miles with tiiem, and encamped 
for the night, ** gathering them around her as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings." The 
names of the children who wcnre indebted to her for 
their release from the savage tribe were Michadi 
Hendee, Roswell Parkhurst, son of Captain £ben^ 
esei* Parkhurst, Andrew and Sheldon Durkee, Jo* 

seph Ri2, Buf^s and ^ t^^, Nathaniel Evans, 

and Daniel Downer^ The latter received such an 
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aSright from the horrid crew that he was ever af- 
terwards unable to take care of himself, wholly unfit 
for business, and lived for many years wandering 
from place to place, a solemn though silent witness 
of the distress and horror of that dreadful scene. 

Mrs. Hendee now (1818) lives in Sharon, where 
the author visited her, and received the foregoing 
statement of this noble exploit from her own mouth. 
It is also corroborated by several geutlemen now 
living, who were eye witnesses. 

She has buried her first and second husbands, and 
now lives a widow, by the name of Moshier. Her 
days are almost gone* May her declining years be 
crowned with the reward due to her youthful deeds 
of benevolence. She has faced the most awfol danr 
gers for the good of mankind, and rescued many 
from the jaws of death. ^ 

In view of the exceeding riches of that mercy 
which has protected her through such scenes of 
danger, may she devote her life to the service of the 
mighty God, and, at last, find a hs^ppy seat at the 
right hand of Him " who gave himself a ransom for 
all." And thus let the children who are indebted 
to her bravery and benevolence for their lives " rise 
up and call her blessed." Gratitude forbids their 
silence ; for to maternal affection and female hero- 
ism alone, under God, they owe their deliverance 
from savage cruelty. The boldest hero of the othca: 
sex could never have effected what she accomplished. 
His approach to the savage tribe to intercede in be- 
half of those defenceleBS children most surely wotfld 
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hare brought upon himself a long and wretched 
captivity, and perhaps even death itself. 

The Indians, having accomplished their nefarious 
designs, returned to the house of Mr. Havens with 
their prisoners and the plunder of houses which 
they had devoted to destruction. Here was the 
place where they had commenced their ravages. 
The old man, as before observed, having concealed 
himself under a log, at the time he espied the Indians 
in the morning, while hunting for his sheep, still 
remained in sorrowful silence undiscovered. He 
had considered it unsafe to move, as a party of the 
crew had continued there during the day, and had 
twice come and stood upon the log under which he 
lajy without finding him. 

After collecting their plunder together, and dis- 
tributing it among them, they burned the house and 
barn of Mr. Havens, and started for Canada. It 
was now about two o'clock in the afternoon. They 
carried off twenty-six prisoners from Boyalton, who 
were all delivered up to the British as prisoners of 
war. 

They all obtained their release, and returned in 
about one year, except Adan Durkee, who died in 
camp at Montreal. 

Twenty-one dwelling houses and sixteen good new 
bamS| well filled with hay and grain, the hard earn- 
ings of industrious young farmers, were here laid in 
ashes by the impious crew. They killed about one 
hundred Mid fifty head of neat cattle, and all the 
sheep and swine they found. Hogs in their pens and 
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MXIt tied in their ntMs were bmmed ftlird. Tliejr 
destroyed all the household fbmittire exoept what 
they carried with them. They burned the honse of 
Mr. John Hutchinson ; and giving his wife a hateh«fl 
and a ffint, together with a quarter of mutton, told 
her to " go and cook for her men." This they said 
to aggravate her feelings, and remind her of her 
forlorn condition. ^ 

Women and children were left entirely destitute 
of food and every kind of article necessary for the 
comforts of life, almost naked, and without a shel* 
ter. Wandering from place to place, they beheld 
their Cd^ttle rolling in their blood, groaning in the 
agonies of death, and saw their hmses laid in mins* 
Disconsolate mothers and weeping orphans w«re 
left to wander through the dreadful waste, and 
lament tiie loss of their nearest firiends, comfortless 
and forlora. 

The Indians took away about thirty horses, which 
were, however, of little use to them, but rather 
served to hinder their progress. Their baggage 
was composed of almost every article commonly 
found among farmers ; such as axes and hoes, pots, 
kettles, shovels and tongs, sickles, scythes and chains, 
old side saddles, and bedticks emptied of tileir 
feathers, warming pans, plates, and looking glasses, 
and indeed nearly all kinds of articles necessary for 
4he various avocations of life. 

On their return they crossed the hills in Tun- 
bridge, lying west of first branch, and prooeeded to 
Rtadolph, where tivey ^loamped fbr the first ttight. 
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near the second braaeh, a distwee of about tta 
miles. They had, however, ^reviofisly despatched 
old Mr. Kueeland, a prisoner whom they considered 
would be of the least service to them, with letters 
to the militia, stating that " if they were not fol- 
lowed the jnrisoners should be used well ; but should 
they be pursued, every one of them woald be put to 
death." 

The alarm had by this time spread through the 
adjacent towns ; and the scattering, undisciplined 
militia diouldered their mMskets, a:nd hasteoied to 
pursue them. They collected at the house of Mr* 
Evans, in Bjandolph, about two miles so^th of the 
encaK^^ment of 1lM9 Indians. Here they formed « 
company, consisting of about three hiundired in nufiPir 
bar, and made cboioe of Colonel Joh» House, of 
Hanover, New Hampshire, for their eomQ^nd€r,i 
They supposed the Indians had gone to Brookfield, 
about (en miles from that place, up the second 
branch. Wiiii this eixpectatiou they took up their 
march about twelve o'clock at nigfet, hoping thfy 
should be ^le to 3:«ach Brookfield before light, aad 
make them prisoners'^ They bad soareely started 
when the Amerioaa front guard, to their ut^ jsur^ 
prise, w&:e fired upon by the rear guard of tito 
enemy. Several Sres were exobaipiged, fuad OM oC 
the Americans wounded ; when Colonel Sowwi, 
throi:igh cowardice or want of jikiU, comnamded 
them to halt and cease firing. . jffe ^»m ordered 
them to make a stand, and kept them in sospenae 
tiU the Indians bad made their escape. To jhaateoa 
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their flight, the savage tribe were compelled to 
leave at their encampment a considerable quantity 
of their plunder, nearly all the horses, and made 
good their retreat. 

Here they killed two of the prisoners, by the 
names of Joseph Eneeland and Giles Gibbs. The 
former was found dead, with his scalp taken off, and 
the latter with a tomahawk in his head. 

At daylight Colonel House courageously entered 
the deserted camp, and took possession of the spoil ; 
but, alas I the enemy were gone, he knew not where. 
Urged by his brave soldiers, who were disgusted at 
his conduct, he proceeded up the second branch as 
far as Brookfield, in pursuit of tA enemy, and, not 
finding them, disbanded his men and returned. 

Had Colonel H. possessed courage and skill ade* 
quate to the duties of his station, he might have de- 
feated the enemy, it is thought, without the least 
difficulty, and made them all prisoners. His num- 
ber was equal to that of the enemy, well armed with 
muskets, and furnished with ammunition. The ene 
my, though furnished with muskets, had little ammu- 
nition, and were cumbered wifh the weight of much 
guilt and a load of plunder. They had encamped 
upon a spot of ground which gave the Americans 
all the advantage, and their only safety rested in 
their flight. The American force consisted of un- 
disciplined militia, who promiscuously assembled 
from different quarters, but were full of courage, 
animated by the principles of justice, and determined 
to obtain redress for the injuries they had received 
from the barbarous crew. 
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Many of them, likewise, had friends and connec- 
tions then in possession of the Indians, to obtain 
whose freedom they were stimulated to action. Bnt, 
alas! their determination failed, their hopes were 
blasted. They were forced to relinquish the object, 
and suffer their friends to pass on and endure a 
wretched captivity. They, however, forced the In- 
dians to leave the stream and take their course over 
the hills, between the second and third branch, which 
brought them directly and unexpectedly to the house 
of Zadoc Steele, whom they made prisoner, and 
took to Canada. 
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